
 

Monthly Reports- WCHS 

November 2019 

Report on Holy Trinity Church:  The maple tree has shed most of the leaves and were raked up and 

taken to Palouse compost.  Had one inquiry about a wedding to use the church but have not gotten any 

more follow-up from the "bride".  There has been enough money raised through donations that 

hopefully the floor in the church can be painted this winter.  Will be in contact with the fellow who 

painted the exterior to check on his availability. 

 
Lost Apple Project Update 

October is always our busiest month for collecting apples. After picking the apples are photographed 
and logged in and then mailed to ID experts in Oregon.  

An Associated Press reporter followed myself and committee member E.J. Brandt around for 3 days in 
October, preparing both video and written news stories that will probably be sent to newspapers, TV, 
and the internet before the end of November. 

We met with Greg and Valoree to discuss ideas for growing donations that have lagged over the past 
year. 

 
Archive 

We have kept busy with many visiting researchers and continuing our cataloguing. All went well during 
October when Ed was away for 3 Wednesdays. We are developing a good team. 

Our volunteer, Alex Otero who has been here most Wednesdays since last May, has agreed to become 
our PastPerfect point-man. I ask the Board to appoint him to take up being our official representative as 
registered with PastPerfect and to be responsible for our use and development of PastPerfect. He will 
investigate how we might better utilize PastPerfect and how to make it available for active use in all our 
facilities.  

Another new volunteer, Sky Wekwert, is willing to take charge of the Objects/Artifacts collection. I will 
have more information at the Board meeting and will ask for her appointment to this position.  

Perkins House     

Our main events since last report include: 

Tours/meetings:  Open House Tours on Saturdays and Sundays continue, thanks to Frank but foot 
traffic has diminished greatly since summer and early fall. Theresa conducted a small “After Dark Tour” 
for Halloween and it was enjoyed by the participants. On November 14th, Jeff Burnside author held a 
meeting of researchers and locals interested in history on Cashup Davis for a pending book. It was the 
perfect setting for people interesting in local history.  



Ice Cream Social: The date for the next Ice Cream Social will be June 21st Father’s Day and the local 
speeders club has been notified. The speeders portion of the Social is not set in stone yet, but planning 
has begun.  As a promotion, we are considering giving free ice cream to any father who attends the 
Social with one or more of his children. Carrie Lipe and Nancy Rothwell will be meeting Nov. 23rd to 
discuss the 2020 event. 

Capital Projects:   Foundation – Evan Lauback engineer submitted his report and estimated costs to 
the board via Nancy and Greg. Because contractors are less busy in the winter, it is hoped the board can 
move quickly on a decision to move forward. Carpentry - Nancy has been talking to a few contractors 
about future exterior and interior improvements.  There is much dry rot in the porches and other areas.  
But all contractors agree that foundation repair must be completed first before carpentry and dry rot 
repair.  

Vintage Holiday:  WSU students from the Circle K International Club will be helping our volunteers 
decorate Perkins House for the holidays on Saturday Nov. 16th.  A pizza party is planned at 1 to thank 
everyone for this assistance.  Saturday December 7th will be our annual vintage open house from 1pm to 
3pm.  The singers from Colfax High School have confirmed their participation and Hannah Strong, our 
fashion director will play her beautiful harp music. Donations for the food bank will be suggested. 

Request: We continue to need the board’s assistance in finding more volunteers to help at Perkins 
House.  We need docents for infrequent group tours, an accessionist (to process donations), and 
always garden help with clean up. If we continue having difficulty getting volunteers to help with 
grounds maintenance, we will need to hire professionals for the job. 

DEPOT REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2019 

• Team of five is meeting with Ned Warnick, Design West, to form a Master Facilities Plan  
• Received a $5000 grant from the Avista Foundation to cover the Design West contract 
• Planning a donor appreciation event for Dec. 8 – 2-5 pm at the freight room 
• Working with service vets to dismantle two passenger cars 
• Continuing our Saturday open hours of 10 am to 4 pm 
• Evening programs continue to be successful – November 11th was the “Fallen Cougar Project”  
• Our special event was a reception and photo exhibit by Katie Watts which opened Nov. 2nd – it 

will continue all month 
• We have cleaned and prepared additional spaces to rent. Our first new tenant is Katie Emerson 

and her Pullman Art Barn. She is busy painting walls, removing old carpeting, and preparing the 
baggage and express rooms for her business. Other spaces are being advertised on Craigslist. 

• We are preparing an annual report to highlight our year’s progress and thank all the donors. It 
will be available at our December event and be posted online. 

• We will have a second ad in the December Community Update which goes out to all local 
residents 

• Our fundraising efforts continue – thrilled to announce the receipt of $50,000 pledges from both 
Ron and Barbara Wachter and Schweitzer Engineering Labs 

• Total donations received so far exceed $244,000 
• Planning to mail the Heritage Farm information in December 

NEWSLETTER REPORT 
Will look toward January 2020 for first edition of next year’s newsletters. Need photos and write-up 
from any events or special interest stories. (esp. Christmas programs at Perkins House) 



Palouse Museum 
I am VERY HAPPY to report that I have two new volunteers who will man the museum at least 2 

Saturdays a month, or more if needed. Tony Sittner, my volunteer from Lewiston is still not back to 

100% after his heart attacks last year, and the drive is just too much. He enlisted two men who live in 

Moscow, who have been driving to Lewiston to take printing classes from him (and are tired of the 

drive). Their names are Will Smiley and Jesse Zylestra. They are very pleasant and welcoming. They will 

continue their printing, on Saturdays, in Palouse instead. 

Haunted Palouse generated $3,840.37 for the museum this year. This brings the total given to the 

museum for the 18 years of Haunted Palouse to $63,265.30. 

Based on traffic in the past years, I would like to extend the winter closure. I would still be available by 

appointment, and Will and Jesse said if they happen to be there, even during the week, they would put 

the “open” sign out, as would I. It’s cold, and there’s nobody out and about. I would like Dec. 21 to be 

the last official Saturday open, and reopen March 1. 

For my future capital projects, I will be gathering prices and info about replacing the front doors that 

leave up to ½” gap on all sides, paint for the outside, and roofing.  

 
 
Presidents report 
This has been an extremely busy and productive time since our last meeting in September followed by 
our annual meeting in October, so we have a lot of catching up to do. This is especially important as we 
do not have a December meeting due to Christmas schedules. So here goes: 
 
Our first order of business will be to adopt our 2020 meeting schedule. I’m proposing that we roll over 
last years meeting dates/places and have attached that proposed schedule. Please look this over and let 
me know of any potential conflicts so we can adopt the 2020 meeting schedule at Wednesday’s 
meeting. 
 
Another unfinished piece of business is to select our volunteer of the year for 2019 so I need everyone 
to think about nominees for this special award. Last year worked pretty well, I think, by having you email 
your nominations and I will compile and send out a nominee’s list for all to vote on and a selection 
presented at our January meeting. 
 
At our annual meetings in October our bylaws require the filling of the four expiring board positions. 
This was done and those four positions were filled by the incumbents and at the following meeting 
(Nov) we are required to select the executive positions. So please be thinking about this as well. 
 
At Wednesday’s meeting our guest speaker will be Kari Anderson of NCite Consultants. Her company 
specializes in all types of board trainings and has done many nonprofit trainings such as this. Linda and I 
attended a presidents/directors training session presented by her last December. We both agreed that it 
was a very valuable experience and that this might be something our board would be interested in. We 
discussed this with the board at our January meeting and Kari was invited to come back for a 
presentation late on. We settled on our meeting in June however, later on she had a conflict with that 
date and the next best date for both of us turned out to be in November. Carrie is here to introduce 
herself and her business and talk about the possibility of a future board training for our group. 



 
Also, I have asked Ed Garretson to share with us some exciting news concerning a new acquisition at the 
archives. Stay tuned. 
 
We have lots going on and a lot to get through. I’ll do my best to get us out on time. Hope to see you 
there. 
 
 


