
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting 
8-20-2025; 7:00pm; Pullman Depot Heritage Center 
 
Board members present: Mark Clinton, Jeff Pietila, Janet Barstow, Denise Mahnkey, Linda Hackbarth, Wendy 
Blake 
 
Guests present: Debbie Sherman, John-Mark Mahnkey 
 
Linda Hackbarth moved, Jeff Pietila seconded, and the board approved the consent agenda as submitted. 
 
Nominations are still needed for Volunteer of the Year.  Please send those to Val Gregory before the 
September board meeting. 
 
The lease with Gladish for the Archives space has been renewed for one year.  As the building is now for sale,  
Val is continuing to scout out new locations.  Pullman is more central for most volunteers and users, but Colfax 
is likely to be more affordable.  It is hoped that we can find a space with better accessibility and visibility than 
the current location.  We still need to find out if the Genealogical Society wishes to continue sharing space. 
 
Linda Hackbarth reported that the water bill for the Depot is now being paid with an automatic transfer, as 
certified checks are no longer accepted.  She suggested that the Society look into automatic payments for 
other bills as well, since it should save postage, time, and effort. 
 
Krista still needs volunteers for the Fair. Please contact her to sign up for open slots in the schedule. 
 
Work on the Perkins House is progressing well, but it has been discovered that the glazing on the windows 
needs more work than originally allowed for in the previously approved estimate.   

Jeff Pietila moved and Denise Mahnkey seconded to approve an additional $2500 for glazing repair to 
the Perkins House windows not accounted for in the previously approved estimate from Legacy 
Contractors, LLC. 

 
Establishing a set schedule for Val Gregory has been postponed until she can be in attendance. 
 
Jeff Pietila reported that Endicott Elementary and Middle School is available for October 12th and has been 
booked for the Annual Meeting.  Wendy Blake will get in touch with their Superintendent to finalize details.  
Wendy will also be working on advertising, and will send the pertinent info to the newsletter editor.  Janet, and 
several other board members offered to help with publicity.  Refreshment details will be determined at a later 
time. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy Blake 
 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, September 17 at 7pm, Palouse, Roy Chatters Newspaper & Printing Museum 
[This was altered at a later meeting to Zoom, and only if needed–see Appendix C, below] 
 
Appendix A 
July 21, 2025 special zoom meeting. 
Mark called the meeting to order at 6:30pm  
 



Attendance:  Mark, Jeff, Linda, Janet, Denise, and Carol 
 
After discussion of Contract revision, a motion was made by Jeff to accept contract for $102,000 from Legacy 
Contractors LLC for the exterior siding repair of the Perkins House. Motion was seconded by Janet.  Roll call:  
All Yes.  Motion Passed 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 6:39pm 
 
Minutes taken by Mark Clinton, WCHS President 
 
See Contract and the referenced Estimate below: 
 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix B 
September 2nd, 2025, 7:00PM;  special meeting regarding relocation of Archives; via Zoom 
 
Board members present: Mark Clinton, Jeff Pietila, Jon Anderson, Janet Barstow, Denise Mahnkey, Linda 
Hackbarth, Krista Boyd, Wendy Blake, Val Gregory 
 
Guests present: Alex Otero, John-Mark Mahnkey 
 
The board reviewed Archive location options. (see “Archive Options” information from Val, pasted below) 
 
John-Mark Mahnkey also suggested the former Mimosa restaurant location on Main street in Pullman.  But, 
since that building has been prone to flooding in the past, and due to other uncertainties, it did not become one 
of our preferred options. 
 
In reply to questions about our available budget, Jon Anderson reported that we should be looking for the 
lowest possible rent for the immediate future.  In the longer term, with our current level of income, he advised 
the board to seek a solution that would be rent free.  Even the lowest prices on our list would not be 
sustainable for more than a few years.  The Depot was suggested as one such long term solution.  Alex noted 
that updating the Archive policy regarding payment for services could help offset the higher rent. Currently 
donations are encouraged, but that should be changed to a set schedule of fees. 
 
The Depot currently can only provide office space, and has plans for interior restoration work within the next 
few years that make it unsuitable for permanent occupation.  The board, the Archives committee, and the 
Depot committee will need to discuss the various competing priorities within the Historical Society to see if the 
Depot can eventually become a permanent location for the Archives. 
 
After much discussion, it was determined that the Steptoe Grange offered the most affordable solution given 
the currently available information. ($600 plus around $100 utilities) However, it would be much more 
advantageous to stay in Pullman if possible, so that we could maintain the relationship with the Genealogical 
Society and keep travel time more reasonable for our volunteers.  To that end, Wendy and Alex will meet with a 
representative of the Community Congregational Church to see if they can guarantee a long term lease and 
reduce the rent from what is currently listed in our notes such that the contribution from the Genealogical 
Society will result in our share being lower than the Steptoe offer.  
 
Alex guessed that moving costs would be in the neighborhood of $3500 at least, maybe higher.  Jon offered to 
check with Pratt-Mayflower and see how much they would charge, and see if we can get on their schedule.  
The power will be shut off in Gladish on September 16th, though it seems we would continue to have access to 
our space after that if needed.  (Though we’d have to provide our own light source, etc.)  Mark offered to check 
with the representatives of Gladish to verify whether or not we will have access after the power shutoff. 
 
As soon as possible after we have answers to outstanding questions, we will meet again via Zoom to decide 
on where to move and authorize expenditures accordingly. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 

Archive Options 

·   ​ Steptoe Grange Hall 



_ $600 a month, plus electricity and water ($22 a month). This includes artifacts areas also. 

_Needs a new furnace. The one works but you must manually turn it off and on. 

_They are willing to get it fixed if we move in. 

_Artifacts are already there. 

_Parking, easy to move things in. 

  

·   ​ Pullman Depot – 

_ Lobby space. $475 Negotiable 

_Temporary space available. 

_Can’t hold all the items. Space isn’t big enough for everything. 

  

·   ​ WSU Libraries – 

_ Offered us 36 x 7 x 2 shelving space in a locked climate-controlled space. 

_ They thought the newspapers could be stored here if we need it. 

_ Not easily accessible. 

  

·   ​ Rosalia Masonic Temple. 

_$600 for the entire building. 

_Newer heating system. 

_ Lots of parking, ground floor, easy to move things in and out of. No stairs. 

  

·   ​ Community Congregational Church – 535 NE Campus 

_ Last tenant paid $1200, but we may be able to get it lowered. 

_A board member and Alex would need to meet with them and see how low we could get the 
rent. 

-Not sure if they will give us a lease if we don’t pay full price. They may go month to month and 
if they get a higher offer we could be moved out. 

  

·   ​ The McCroskey building – Colfax main street 



_ Rent? How long could we stay? 

_ Easy access, ground floor, parking on main street. 

_Krista was checking on this one. 

  

  

·   ​ Edward Jones building – Colfax 

_$1500 a month, plus electric – Kim Nygen owns it 

_ She has other buildings also, but rent is higher on those. 

  

·   ​ City of Pullman 

_Old City Hall space. 

_Temporary- would rent to us for 2 months until we found a space. 

  

·       Austin Storm offered a large space in St. Ignatius (bottom floor), but he would need time to 
get it renovated. He also may be buying Paul’s place in November. 

  

·       Krista contacted the Port of Whitman for help. 

  

Suggestions from Board members and community members: 

  

·       If we rented Rosalia, Colfax or Steptoe, could there be an office with computers and tables 
at the Pullman Depot for our volunteers from Pullman to work at. We are worried about losing 
our wonderful volunteers if we move out of Pullman. 

  

·       Rent a storage unit or pods 

  

_Temporary just to get out of Gladish by the 15th. 

  

·       Rent a house instead of a commercial building. 



  

·       Schweitzer Engineering – Do they have space? 

  

·       The Fair grounds? 

  

·       The County building in Downtown Colfax?  Any extra space? 

  

·       Scott Ackerman buildings in Colfax? 

  

·       Angela Buri’s building on Main street Colfax is rented by the Wind farm people right now, 
but it will come open at some point. $900 rent, plus electric. 

  

·       Palouse Grange Hall – Is for rent. But we heard it is in bad shape with mold in the 
basement. 

  

·       Upstairs of the Old Bank of Whitman Building in Pullman. The hospital owns it and they 
renovated the downstairs for their offices, not sure what is upstairs or if it is for rent. 

  

·       Corp point building? 

  

·       Banner bank building in Pullman? 

  

 Appendix C 

 September 8th, 2025, 7:30PM;  special meeting regarding relocation of Archives; via Zoom 

 
Board members present: Mark Clinton, Jeff Pietila, Jon Anderson, Janet Barstow, Denise Mahnkey, Linda 
Hackbarth, Krista Boyd, Wendy Blake, Val Gregory 
 
Guests present: Alex Otero, John-Mark Mahnkey 
 
Alex Otero reported that he has been in touch with several moving companies: Pratt-Mayflower, True North, 
and Northwest.  Some have looked at the scope at the job, but none have contacted Alex with a final figure.  
The Genealogical Society is working with Me and My Truck. 



Alex also reported that the Gladish organization was hoping that there might be a few extra days between the 
scheduled shut-off date and the Avista crew being on site to do the actual physical power shut-off.  There is no 
way to know for sure though. 
 
John-Mark Mahnkey reported that he was able to check on the Pullman Main street location that formerly 
housed the Mimosa restaurant.  It has roof leaks and other issues that make it completely unsuitable. 
 
The group briefly reviewed the Depot, Steptoe Grange, and Community Congregational United Church of 
Christ locations. (see Depot diagram and rate sheet below) 
 
Janet Barstow moved and Jon Anderson seconded that we approve the agreement between the Whitman 
County Historical Society and the Community Congregational United Church of Christ.  The board approved.  
(See agreement, below) 
 
Mark Clinton and Wendy Blake will work together to arrange a meeting with and/or draft a letter to let Robert 
King know we will not be able to accept his donation offer. (See Mr. King’s letter, below) 
 
Jeff Pietila moved and Linda Hackbarth seconded that Alex Otero and Val Gregory be authorized to contact 
moving companies and accept bids on our behalf.  
 
Wendy reported that Dr. Richard Scheuerman, the original presenter for the Annual Meeting, has had to 
withdraw due to unavoidable medical appointments.  Dr. Scheuerman has contacted Alex McGregor on our 
behalf to present on the same topic in his stead, but we have not heard back yet on whether Mr. Mcgregor will 
be able to accept.  Jeff volunteered to contact Mr. Mcgregor if we still haven’t heard anything tomorrow 
morning. 
 
Since we have already had several meetings this month, it was proposed that the regular September meeting 
only be held if still needed to plan the annual meeting, and that it should be via Zoom rather than at the Print 
Museum as regularly scheduled. 
The Board agreed to this proposal, and Val will update the advertised dates/locations accordingly. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 

 

 

Letter from Robert King: 

Wendy Blake <blakew42@gmail.com> 

Sep 3, 2025, 7:12 PM  

to: Mark, Jeff, Jon, Janet, Pat, Denise, Linda, Krista, Carol, Val, Alex, Ed, Robert 

Kind Folks, 

As I arrived at the Archives to help Alex move some of the extraneous items stored at the Archives to 
the Steptoe Grange artifact storage area, a conversation about what to do in response to the closing of 
Gladish was already in progress. 

From that conversation, we now have this generous offer (see details below) to consider at our next 
meeting in addition to the options identified on Tuesday.   

Have as good a day as possible! 

Wendy Blake 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Robert King <rekingalaska@hotmail.com> 

Date: Wed, Sep 3, 2025 at 6:18 PM 

Subject: A proposal to support the move of the WCHS/WCGS from the soon-to-be closed Gladish 
Center directly into the Depot fully owned by the WCHS 



To: blakew42@gmail.com <blakew42@gmail.com> 

Cc: Alex Otero <wchsarchives@gmail.com>, Ed Garretson <epgjr@wsu.edu> 

 

 

Hello Wendy, 

 

It was nice being able to speak to you a few hours ago at the Whitman County Historical Society 

(WCHS) / Whitman County Genealogical Society (WCGS) joint office in the Gladish Center.  Alex Otero 

and Ed Garretson were also present.  What I said today is the result of my attempt to help both the 

WCHS and WCGS.   

 

The dire situation facing both, of needing to rapidly relocate the WCHS/WCGS joint office and archives 

now in the Gladish Center came as a surprise and most alarming development announced less than a 

week ago.  It is being made worse with what we've heard is the deadline for the WCHS/WCGS to be out 

of the Gladish Center by Sept. 15th when the power is to be shut off, thus ending lights and elevator use 

needed for moving. 

 

I understand that the WCHS Board is actively debating alternatives, one of which is to immediately 

move everything from the Gladish Center into the Depot fully owned by the WCHS.  I am fully 

supportive of that alternative and I am willing to make a substantial contribution to strongly encourage 

that to happen.  My donation, over the course of 4 years, would total $100,000.  But note: I am only 

willing to give this amount under these 4 conditions: 

 

#1 All of the items owned by the WCHS/WCGS including all of their office equipment, 

files, computers, etc. and other archival materials located in the Gladish Center would be 

immediately and fully moved directly into the Depot to meet the looming deadline tied to 

the eminent closure of the Gladish Center.  To be even clearer: this means that under 

terms of my donation, if accepted, the WCHS/WCGS items would only go into the Depot 

and NOT be moved "temporarily" to somewhere else, or put into storage for any amount 

of time at any other location(s) that may be under consideration.  (Those at best are 

temporary solutions and require expensive rent plus have other drawbacks.).  

 

#2 The Depot would hereafter be the permanent home of the WCHS/WCGS and the 

Archives and would hereafter house their offices and collections, thus neither the WCHS 



or WCGS would face future eviction because the WCHS already owns the Depot.  (Indeed, 

the WCHS would no longer pay rent as it is doing now at the Gladish Center, so that is 

another bonus from this arrangement.) 

 

#3 I would be granted further naming rights for up to two other areas of the Depot 

reflecting a new $100,000 donation that I would make in 4 installments over the next 4 

years starting later this calendar year with an initial $25,000 donation.  It would be 

followed by a 2nd $25,000 donation in 2026, a 3rd in 2027, and the 4th and final one in 

2028.   

 

#4 My total donation of $100,000 would be used to help refurbish/restore rooms inside 

the Depot, which most likely will need to be done in stages and not all at once.  My 

donation would not be used to support restoration of the train car or caboose, which 

appear likely to achieve their financial goals with the specific ongoing donation appeals 

underway.   

 

Further comments:  

 

It is possible that where the WCHS/WCGS offices and items would go immediately inside the Deport 

under the threat of the looming Sept. 15th deadline might not end up a few years from now being their 

final best location in a fully refurbished depot, so I see some flexibility there.  However, where ever the 

WCHS/WCGS items are put by Sept. 15th, they need to be set up to be fully accessible and usable like 

they are now in the Gladish Center.  (So, items are not just to be stacked up so people cannot use 

them.)  The same goes for fully restoring Internet access and having a fully functioning copy machine.   

 

The naming rights I have in mind (#3 above) would likely commemorate Daniel McKenzie and wife and 

Orville Stewart, who, along with Bowlin Farr, were two other important people in the story of early 

Pullman, but I've made no firm decisions on that. 

 

As the Board knows (including what was printed in your recent July/August 2025 WCHS Newsletter), I 

have been a substantial donor to the Depot for several years, with my donations to date amounting to 

$200,000.  I've also made other large donations to the WCHS for other purposes.  I am a life member of 

the WCHS, and have written over 40 articles for the Bunchgrass Historian over the last several decades.  

My first donation was soon after the Depot was purchased for around $267,000, or something like that, 

around 7 years ago.  My understanding was that the Depot was bought in part using borrowed money, 



with my first $100,000 donation (done in 2 years) made to help quickly pay off the loan so that the 

WCHS would own the building outright as soon as possible.  From the start, I was and remain strongly 

in favor of moving the WCHS/WCGS offices and Archives into the Depot if it became needed and logical 

to do it.  In my mind, the looming Sept. 15th deadline crisis has indeed made it needed and logical to do 

exactly that — and I see it as the very best long-term solution to this problem.   

 

Indeed, it is an opportunity that could even tie to another goal I'd love to see achieved in the Depot: to 

have more displays to tell Pullman's and the county's rich history.  (We have some of that now in the 

George Pullman Freight Room, which is good, but I think there is opportunity for more.)  Also, don't 

lose sight of what happens next year:  the nation celebrates the 250th anniversary of the nation and its 

amazing history, so rethinking the use and best purpose of the Depot, which is fully owned by the 

WCHS, is timely.     

 

Wendy, feel free to share this email with other Board members.  I will be interested in the Board's 

interest to accept my offer as proposed.   

 

Also, please feel free to share it with the WCGS.  Under the haste of trying to find a fast, yet realistic 

solution to the looming crisis, I have assumed that the WCGS Board would find this proposal at least a 

reasonable short-term solution, which, if they WCGS should have other ideas of moving elsewhere now 

or in the future they are fully free to do that.  Over the years there has been a wonderful partnership of 

these two great organizations and I hope that will endure as partners together in the future at the 

Depot. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Robert King 

Pullman, WA 

509-332-1033 (this is land line, does not get texts but does have a recorder on it) 

rekingalaska@hotmail.com 

 

 

Sent from Outlook 

http://aka.ms/weboutlook

