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Presidents Report:  

 

We have a signed agreement with the Lost Apple Project.  Dave Benscotter agreed to a 2% share 

of the revenue generated.  The Port does not do fiber grants for non-profits.  It was said that 

$1,500 for an underground run of the fiber is a great price.  We have already approved the 

expense so the project will be moving forward.  I will be meeting Roger Hall in the coming 

weeks to check the fit of a protective case for the Cashup Davis Telescope. 

 

 

Saint Ignatius update:  

One TV show has come out this year to film at St. Ignatius, and we are talking with two others. 

We get a small location fee from these appearances, but the biggest value is in the attention they 

draw to our preservation efforts. 

 

We recently upgraded our security system in response to an increased number of break-in 

attempts. 

 

In between other projects we have been restoring the chapel back to its original form by 

removing the vestiges of a later apartment conversion. It's a really inspiring space, and now that 

some of the debris has been cleared out it's easy to imagine art shows, concerts, and other 

community gatherings happening in the room. The Moscow Public Library donated some 

chandeliers which were removed from their building in a recent renovation.  They are the right 

style and scale for the chapel at St. Ignatius, and we are hoping to be able to incorporate them 

into the space. 

 

The most exciting news is that we will start on the work of raising the fallen floors / ceilings this 

month! A house moving company from the Tri-cities is overseeing the actual lifting of the fallen 

parts, and a separate contracting crew will be conducting repairs as we go. It's delicate, nerve-

wracking, and expensive work. It's also our main responsibility as stewards of the building, 

because it will allow us to repair the roof and stop the ongoing water damage. 



  
Director’s update:  

Closed the WaFed safe deposit box. Worked with the branch manager on finding homes for 

some of their items that they wanted to donate.  

Still processing and doing data entry for the depot donations from the past 4 years. I have all of 

the other donations entered into our new software system.  

Doing PR for the Railroad days at the Perkins house.  

Met with Alex to give him photo’s and items that had been donated by a number of people to the 

Historical Society.  

Worked with the Depot to get donor letters and information for the upcoming grant. Jon and I are 

working on a new system for donations. At the end of each month I will send the list of 

donations to Jon to make sure his records and my records match. Then I will send out the lists to 

the locations so they can see who donated over the last month. The internet at the Perkins House 

continues to stop working throughout the day or sometimes for entire days. So, I have been 

working from home, so I don’t lose data that I have entered into the new software system.  

 

WCHS Board Report:  Perkins House     

Perkins House volunteers have been busy this spring.  April brought the Columbia Basin Vintage 

Model A Ford Club to visit.  Over 12 people enjoyed the tour and they displayed their vintage cars in 

our parking lot.  (Unfortunately, the Gazette chose NOT to include our story and photos, despite 

early submittal of the information).  Also, over 30 members of the 4 H Club of Mockomena helped 

us with our annual gardening cleanup by removing dead trees and garden debris, laying down weed 

control fabric and covering it with cedar wood chips.  Future low maintenance of the garden is our 



goal. (Unfortunately, as of this moment, the Gazette again chose NOT to include our story and 

photos of the 4 H club kids and parents.  We continue to try to get them to cover this and other 

Perkins House news stories. I have even assigned a volunteer to be the liaison with the newspaper. 

Perhaps next week’s issue.)  

 “Railroad Days at Perkins House” on Father’s Day June 19th, continues to be our primary focus. 

(This replaces the Ice Cream Social). The local railway speeder club members can now provide 18 

seats per trip to Mockonema.  Each trip will cost the public a $30 donation, so we are hopeful this 
will be a successful fund raiser. Online registration and advanced donations will be set up on the 

WCHS website soon, to “go live to the public” on May 23rd.  The vintage fashion show now has 

several volunteer models from Oakesdale, Colfax and other areas.  Two food events will be catered 

by the Top Notch restaurant (lunch: pulled pork sandwiches; dinner: a private spaghetti feed for 

speeder drivers and Perkins House volunteers.) Volunteers have asked if anyone from the WCHS 

board will be attending, and I assured them YES.  So please show your support by joining us for the 

day.  

Internet Fiber:  we look forward to hearing specifics about installation once they become available.  

I have accepted 2 wedding reception reservations and it would be a plus to be able to offer them 

high speed internet.  Submitted by Nancy Rothwell 

  

Board members can get tickets online 

at: 

Home | Perkins House (square.site) 

https://perkins-house.square.site/


 

Report from the Archive, May 2022: 

 

Open to Public, regular posted hours Wednesdays, 9:00 AM through 12:00 PM. 

 

Staff have been present throughout working the following: 

 

Collating and cataloging donated collections and entering data into PastPerfect. 

 

Dealing with selections of collection that has nothing to do with Whitman County or it's people, 

to be de-Accessioned and move from collection. 

 

Accomplishing online requests, research and responses, consistently have several requests 

made of us each month. 

 

We are still experiencing good Archive visitations. 

 

 

Relationship with other museums / historical groups within Whitman County 

  Visits, and Donations: 

 

    WSU MASC, Getting close to finishing up the work with Mark O'English on indexing & digital 

scanning of negatives from Bill Walter's son to the MASC. 

 

Travis Greenwood (referenced by Donna P.) of the WCHS Newsletter has visited the Archive 

two weeks in a row, first week spent several hours going through what we do. Had plenty of 

walk in folks, so Travis got a good idea of what we do, even for the non-scheduled events. 

 

Another volunteer who recently filed out the volunteer form and made a request in writing has 

fail to make an appearance, this is two for the year. 

 

 

 
 


