
February 2020 Reports 

Presidents Report 

Our January meeting attendance was limited due to adverse weather, but we did have a quorum, 

however there’s still a lot of things to catch up on. As well, we will have our annual trust board 

presentation, so we’ll have a lot of topics to cover, as usual. 

At our meeting in November the board appointed Alex Ortero as our new computer “Guru” to 

take over our software program “Past Perfect” from Ed. This program houses all our WCHS 

accessions including all the ephemera (pictures, newspapers, books, etc.) as well as all our other 

objects. This is one of the most-used historical preservation programs out there but needs a 

dedicated individual to make it work properly and effectively. This is even more important to get 

done now as the Depot is starting to grow its artifacts collection. Ed has been working towards 

this for a long time and we agree that before we start this important step, we must have good 

policies and procedures in place. When this is done we will have this information available 

online at all our designated access points. Ed, Val and I have been meeting towards this end and 

we now have started that process. We have several initial steps in place and will begin bringing 

these to the board for discussion and approval. This is a very extensive and time-consuming 

process but needs to be done right the first time. As the saying goes, we feel the best way to “eat 

this elephant” is one bite at a time so we’ll be bringing new segments to you on a regular basis 

and hopefully by the end of the year we’ll have made significant progress. 

Next, you’ll see on the agenda that the WCHS Trust Board will be presenting their annual report. 

This is required by our bylaws and everyone needs to know, who they are and what they do for 

us. 

Other items to share: be sure and remember Dave’s Lost Apple Project spring meeting on Feb 

20th, next Thursday night at 7:00 in Pullman. See his flyer sent to all board members and please 

share with others as well. Also, check out all the things going on at The Pullman Heritage Center 

(Depot).  As always, please let me know if you will be unable to attend. Hope to see you there.   

Greg 

 

Perkins House     

Perkins House has been closed to visitors from January 1- through end of February but 
some activities have continued: 

Capitol Projects:   Foundation – Evan Lauback engineer submitted his draft architectural 
plan to us and is finalizing it this week.  He will be distributing it to contractors he knows 
and respects, especially those with experience restoring vintage structures. If anyone on 
the board knows of a contractor who might be interested in bidding on this project, please 
contact Nancy.  We kicked off our fundraising efforts on Feb. 13th with an article and photo 
in the Gazette. 

Vintage Music Box repair – after a long search for an expert in repairing and restoring large 
music boxes/Victrolas, we found a well-respected workman in Carnation, WA.  Nancy and 
Jim are delivering the antique to him this month. 



New Docent – We are happy to have Jill Gfeller join us as an enthusiastic volunteer and 
docent.  Her special skills and experience in several areas are welcome.  

Afternoon Tea – We are planning for a Perkins House fundraiser on Saturday April 25th.  
Hannah Strong, our fashion expert is taking the lead in this event.  

Depot report 

• Continuing meetings with Ned Warnick, architect with Design West, to identify and 

prioritize restoration “packages” and develop cost projections – total costs now at 3.7 

million 

• Designing a spring fundraising effort 

• Applying for several grants – Murdock Trust and Heritage Capital to support initial 

restoration plans and Meter Foundation to fund outdoor interpretive boards 

• Ordering computers, large monitor, speakers and other devices using funds received from 

a Chamber of Commerce grant 

• Three members of finance committee meeting with WSU Entrepreneurship 492 class to 

devise business strategies 

• Approved placing bi-monthly ads in the Community Update publication that is mailed to 

all area residents 

• Preparing a fourth area of building to lease 

• Arranged for new WSU History intern who assists on Saturdays 

• Hosted the signing of a MOU between the Pullman Downtown Assoc., WSU President 

Schulz, and the City of Pullman to support new Mainstreet Program and downtown 

revitalization 

• Meeting with numerous individuals interested in removing two passenger cars 

• Assessing electrical upgrades needed 

• Approved expenditure and completed needed brick repair 

• Continuing evening programming – Lost Apple Project on Feb. 20 – 7 p.m. 

 

 Archive report for February 2020 

Our team has accomplished much in reorganizing our space, with attention given to a better 

storage area and to removing items not appropriate to our archive collection. In this process of 

our putting archive items in their proper place, we have also separated much more clearly 

items that belong to the Object/Artifact collection. In addition, we have made more room in 

the Object/Artifact room for the items.  This has brought us to the time when the Hist. Soc. 

needs to develop polices about our collections – a topic raised by the Depot Committee.  

To begin discussion of our Object/Artifact collection, all volunteers need to understand the 

process that has been in place- a process that has not worked well as crucial roles are not 

filled. And I was at the Depot last Sat, when a donation came in and clearly saw the people 

there knew of no process. I was asked by them to outline it. So here goes: 

Whenever and wherever a donation comes in, a pink pre-accession sheet must be filled in- 

with name and contact information of donor and most importantly the connection of the 

donation to Whitman County and its people.  This pink sheet must then go to our Registrar, 

who will assign a donor accession number, send a “thank you” and a conveyance of gift form. 



The Registrar then sends the items to the appropriate place, most likely to the Object/Artifacts 

person (now Skye) to have each item given an object number and marked with that number, 

entered into PastPerfect, entered the location of that item into PastPerfect.   

Currently we have no Registrar.  I propose that Val carryout this function. Aside from the 

backlog mess, only 2-3 donations tend to come in in a month.  Those that came by mail she 

already receives.   

 

 

Roy Chatters Newspaper and Printing Museum 

All is well at the museum. New volunteers are helping a LOT. Submitted my list of “capital 

projects” to Val and working on getting estimates and more information. 

 

 Lost apple project 

 

 


