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By Joanne Morse

Bruce Hilliard of Pullman is putting
himself through school at Washington
State University. Hilliard the student
spends most of his time studying, but
when his telephone rings, Hilliard the
entrepreneur businessman springs
into action. e

 Half an hour later, an unsuspecting
woman opens her front door and Hil-

‘Dressed as a gorilla and holding a
colorful bouquet of balloons, Hilliard
sings ‘‘happy birthday”’ to the almost
always amused recipient of a singing
telegram.

As the owner and star of ‘‘Delirious
Deliveries,” a singing telegram ser-
vice, Hilliard has startled nearly 100
people all over Pullman, Moscow and
Colfax since he opened business last
October.

He and his fiancee, Kathy Bell of
Pullman, who assists in the business,
recently came off a busy weekend
delivering musical valentines dressed
as cupids: red leotards and tights,
boxer shorts covered with red hearts,

r(iard the performer takes over.
\,

- wings, and carrying bows and arrows.
Hilliard got into the singing

telegram business as a way to earn
money to pay his tuition bills at WSU,
where he obtained a degree in music
and is currently pursuing a public
relations degree.

“Some friends of mine in Aberdeen

sed as Darth

woU student makes
‘money going ape

started doing it and they were pretty
successful with it, so they helped me
get started.’”” Hilliard explained.
“They gave me suggestions for what
kinds of costumes were popular, and
they had access to ordering them, so
they set me up with the costumes. I
would say the initial investment was
over $1,000, roughly.”

Hilliard charges $7 to deliver a sm-
all bouquet of balloons and a song, and
$11 for a larger bouquet. Twenty-one
dollars will pay for a gorilla,
showgirl, pig or other character to
deliver the balloons along with an
original song dppropriate to the occa-
sion.

Hilliard said that many prank-
playing students have used his ser-
vice. and sometimes parents will sur-
prise a son or daughter with a singing
ape on the doorstep.

ed.

"Most people just crack up
laughing,” Hilliard said. ‘‘Some peo-
ple are really startled, It's not every
day a gorilla shows up at your door,

~ Now and then you get someone who's
“kind of shy. They try not to commit

themselves too much. They just kind
of sit back and let it all happen.”
Hilliard's fiancee once delivered a
birthday greeting to a student taking
a final veterinary medical exam at
WSU. Dressed in hot pants, a tux

‘Jacket and top hat, Bell walked into

the auditorium, sang happy birthday
to the nonplussed student, gave him a
kiss and handed him the balloons.

*‘She had the whole class sing happy
birthday to him,” Hilliard recalled.
““He was in between being embarras-
sed and eating it up.”

The couple have done Christmas
and children’s parties, and have
helped celebrate the birth of babies
although, Hilliard commented, “a lot
of times they don’t like gorillas walk-
ing around the hospital.”

Hilliard also delivers balloons dres-
Vader, a pig, Richard

Reactions to the deliveries are mix-

The man behind the gorilla mask — Bruce Hilliard of Pul-
Iman, who owns and operates Delirious Deliveries.
: — Dan Pelle photo

male and female gorillas who will

their son the ape?

‘e

“'strip”’ upon request, ‘‘right down to
fur.’ Hil fnmadici -
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