
Whitman County Historical Society 46th Annual Meeting 

Whitman County Library, Colfax 

Oct. 21, 2018 

President Greg Partch introduced board members present: Jon Anderson, Janet Barstow, Greg Druffel, Mark Clinton, Theresa 

Dale, Linda Hackbarth, Krista Boyd, Pat Flansburg and Val Gregory. Committee chairmen/co-chairmen Kathy Meyer, Ed 

Garretson, Dave Benscoter and Nancy Rothwell were also introduced. 

Minutes of 2017 annual meeting were approved with spelling correction of Tony Sittner.  

Treasurer Jon Anderson mentioned highlights of the treasurer’s reports: 

 95% of the new roof costs for the Perkins House were covered by a private donation. 

 Memorials go to the endowment fund, with interest income from the endowment fund used for improvements (not 

routine maintenance) to facilities. 

 Membership fees will increase in January 2019. 

 Purchase of the Northern Pacific Depot in Pullman was financed by a loan of $100,000 from anonymous donor, due 2-

21-19 with option to extend due date by mutual agreement, and a loan from Columbia Bank for $200,507.00 which is due 5-

14-19. 

It was moved and seconded to approve the treasurer’s report. 

Board elections: 

Ed Garretson moved, Linda Hackbarth seconded to approve the re-election of Greg Druffel and Theresa Dale to 3-year terms, 

and the election of new board members Denise Mahnkey, Jeff Pietila and Carrie Lipe. Denise and Jeff’s positions will be 2018-

2021 (replacing Dan Leonard and Mahlon Kriebel), and Carrie Lipe will complete the open board position that expires in 2019. 

All three new board members bring a variety of interests and experience in history.  

The Volunteer of the Year Award decision will be made at the November board meeting, and will be presented at the Ice 

Cream Social. 

Trust Endowment Fund: Annual income is $12,000-$14,000. There is approximately $300,000 in the fund. Trustees are Bob 

Lothspeich, Greg Blum and Tom Kammerzell. 

Director’s report: New roof and gutters were completed at the Perkins House. New shed was donated by Jim Fitzgerald and 

Nancy Rothwell. Volunteers are needed for various committees and activities. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:55. Krista Boyd introduced Lauren Fins, professor emerita at the University of Idaho, who presented an 

interesting and delicious program titled “The Natural History and Culture of Chocolate.” 

 


