
Dec. 16, 2020 

Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting (via ZOOM) 

Members present: Linda Hackbarth, Jon Anderson, Pat Flansburg, Theresa Dale, Greg Partch, 

Val Gregory, Janet Barstow, Jeff Pietila 

Guests present: David Benscoter and Nancy Rothwell 

Consent agenda approved (minutes, treasurer report, committee reports) 

Director’s Report:  

Val reported that a $10,000 grant from the Whitman County Small Business Relief Fund had 

been received. There are no restrictions for its use. Discussed using it for Val’s salary since it’s 

harder to get grants for that purpose. One more year remains for the pledges received for her 

salary. ***Note: a later email vote was taken, with a decision to give $2,000 to Val as a bonus 

for all her extra hours and success in securing the grant; $5,000 to go towards the Perkins 

House foundation project; and $3,000 to go into the reserve fund. **** 

Val is working on a website for Jim Martin’s clock repair project. Donations from clock repairs 

go towards the Cashup Davis exhibit and project. 

Old Business: It was approved to have the past president position be a voting position. 

Perkins House Foundation: Approximately $11,000 is needed to reach the basic quote of 

$46,000 for foundation repairs. However, three additional repairs are highly recommended to 

be done, and to do them at same time as basic repair. Total project cost is estimated at $80,017 

and would include brick repair, drainage system, and a slab area for extra support for a storage 

area.  

Jon Anderson offered two different options for financing: 1.) Borrow internally from the reserve 

account, and fundraise to pay it back or 2.) Locate a donor to loan $34,000 plus interest, which 

would be paid back with donations and fundraising. The reserve fund currently has about 

$100,000. Linda asked if a portion of that could be borrowed and paid back similarly for the 

depot project. 

Nancy Rothwell reported a deadline of March 1 to have the inside cement work done, while the 

ground is frozen, to protect the lawn and sprinkler system from truck damage. Exterior brick 

work could be done later. 



Jeff moved and Theresa seconded to do the entire project at the same time. Unanimous 

approval. Janet moved, Theresa seconded to get the project started by using the reserve fund, 

but look for an external lender. Unanimous approval.  

David Benscoter asked to change the mission statement for the Lost Apple Project. Unanimous 

approval . 

Ice Cream Social: Val reported that the county health department has advised that large outside 

events are not likely to happen in 2021. The ICS takes a lot of advance planning, and is not very 

profitable considering the work involved. Nancy Rothwell said she has not been able to secure a 

chairman for the event. She said the railroad speeder group is anxious to help with a fundraiser 

June 20, and would be easier to manage with possible COVID restrictions.  Another potential 

fundraiser would be an antique show and sale. The board gave an advisory vote to cancel the 

Ice Cream Social and proceed with plans to host speeder rides.  

The next meeting will be Jan. 20, presumably via ZOOM. 

 

 


