
WCHS Board Meeting 

November 17, 2021  Pullman Depot Heritage Center 

Board members present: Greg Partch, Val Gregory, Theresa Dale, Pat Flansburg, Denise Mahnkey, Janet 

Barstow, Kathy Meyer, Donna Potts, Jeff Pietila. Participating via ZOOM were Mark Clinton and Jon 

Anderson. 

Guest: Blane Ross 

Greg was thanked for his service as president. 

The consent agenda (treasurer’s report and minutes) was approved. 

Blane Ross was introduced. He is interested in expanding his volunteerism with WCHS, and is currently 

working with the St. Ignatius Hospital. 

Director’s Report: Val reported that several financial donations have been received for the Lost Apple 

Project and the Pullman Depot Heritage Center. There has also been multiple donations for the archives 

and artifacts collection. Requests for information from the archives and Lost Apple Project have been 

plentiful. 

Membership renewals have really picked up thanks to the efforts of Donna Potts and Sally Burkhart in 

sending out renewal notices. 

The Perkins House made more than $750 from After Dark Tours.  

President’s Report: Greg reported that he is working on the Fiscal Sponsorship contract for the Lost 

Apple Project. 

Alex Otero was commended for his outreach to other county museums. 

The Perkins House is well decorated and lit for the holiday season. Holiday Open Houses are scheduled 

for Dec. 4 and 11. 

The Depot is having Christmas Bazaars beginning the Saturday after Thanksgiving, and every Saturday 

until Christmas. 

Old Business: Sally Burkhart was Volunteer of the Year for 2020. Volunteer of the Year for 2021 will be 

presented at the December board meeting. 

New Business: The proposed meeting schedule was presented. 

Malden Library is having a digital archives meeting Nov. 19. All interested are invited. 

Donna Potts is working on an interpretive sign about the Horn School for the rest area, and there will 

also be an article in an upcoming Bunchgrass Historian. She is also researching about the Ferris Brothers 

whose business was where Brused Books is now located. 



Denise Mahnkey has some books about land sales/ownership in the Colfax area that she will be 

donating to the Archives. 

Past donors who funded Val’s position have been contacted about renewing their four-year pledge.  

Jeff Pietila urged that management fees be included in all future grant applications.  

Val reminded the board that she is available on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings for WCHS 

work. Emails and texts are her preferred means of communication. 

Greg Partch ended the meeting by thanking the board for their work during his past years as President. 

The next meeting will be Dec. 15 via ZOOM. The January meeting is scheduled for Jan. 19 at the 

Archives, or by ZOOM if needed. 

 

Respectfully, 

Janet Barstow, secretary 


