
“Mental” Arithmetic Problems 

From Hall’s The Arithmetic Primer. 

 

1. Albert paid 25¢ for mittens and 12¢ for a tie. For both he paid ____ cents. 

 

2. From a can of milk containing 27 quarts, 12 quarts were sold. There remained in the can ___ 

quarts. 

 

3. A family used 5 quarts of milk each day. In 5 days this family used ___ quarts. 

 

4. Alfred divided a piece of copper wire 25 inches long into 5 equal pieces. Each piece was ___ 

inches long. 

 

5. If 13 feet are cut off from a rope 36 feet long, the remainder will be ___ feet long. 

 

6. Two dozen and 5 eggs are ___ eggs. 

 

7. Nine yards and 1 foot are ___ feet. 

 

8. Two years and 6 months are ___ months. 

 

9. Two dimes and 9 cents are ___ cents. 

 

10. A man paid $4.00 for tickets that cost $.50 each. He bought ___ tickets. 

 

11. A farmer had 250 sheep. He bought 52 more, He then had ___ sheep. 

 

12. Willie left school at 10 minutes past 2 and was absent 15 minutes. He returned at ___ 

minutes past 2. 

 

13. A boy earned 5¢ an hour. To earn 30¢ he must work ___ hours. 

 

14. A train moves at the rate of 23 miles an hour. In 3 hours it moves ___ miles. 

 

15. Marie paid 35¢ for a book and 11¢ for paper. For both she paid ___. 

 

16. A farmer had 35 sheep in one pen and 6 in another. In both pens there were ___ sheep. 

 

17. An orchard had 3 rows of trees, with 7 trees in each row. In all there were ___ trees. 

 

18. Mr. Boston divided 24 quarts of milk among some customers, giving each 1 gallon. There 

were ___ customers. 

 

19. At 2¢ each, how many oranges can you buy for 10¢? 

 



More “Mental” Arithmetic 

 

1. Slates cost 8¢ each. How much would it cost to buy 30 slates? 

 

2. A carriage costs $87 and a horse $50. How much would it cost to by them both? 

 

3. A guitar costs $8.65 and a banjo costs $6.35. How much more does a guitar cost? 

 

4. Pencils are 12¢ a dozen. What is the price of one pencil? 

 

5. Stereoscope view cards are 5¢ each. How much are 75 cards? 

 

6. A bicycle costs $16.70, ice skates $.65 a pair, rocking horses $1.80, a dozen marbles $.35, a 

top $.03 and a toy train $.50. What does it cost to buy all these toys?  

 

7. A man is 53 years old this year – 1895. In what year was he born? 

 

8. There are 24 students in the class and only 8 desks. How many students sit at each desk? 

 

9. In the 1889 Land Run, the first train left Arkansas City at 8:47 a.m. and the eighth train left at 

12:20 p.m. How much time elapsed between the two departures? 

 

10. It takes 3 bushels of oat seeds to plant an acre. How many bushels will it take to plant 75 

acres? 

 

11. The President of the United States makes $50,000 a year. If he completes a 4-year term, how 

much money did he earn? 

 

12. A barrel of rice weighs 600 pounds. A barrel of flour weighs 169 pounds. How much heavier 

is a barrel of rice? 

 

13. 640 acres is a square mile or a section. A homestead is 160 acres. How many homesteads are 

there in a square mile? 

 

14. To measure the height of a horse you use a “hand,” which is 4 inches. How tall is a horse that 

is 16 hands at the shoulder? 

 

15. Potatoes are $1.12 a bushel. How much will 14 bushels cost? 

 

16. A pound of steel wire used for making watch springs is $4.00. How much would a 

manufacturer pay to buy 17 pounds of wire? 

 

17. A garden measures 25 feet on two sides and 50 feet on two sides. How many feet of fencing 

will it take to enclose the garden? 

 



Arithmetic – Slate (Written) Exercises 

 

1. It is 1897. The Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776. How many years ago? 

 

2. Abigail bought 36 yards of muslin, 24 yards of calico and 12 yards of serge. How many 

yards of material did she buy? 

 

3. A 320-acre farm near Colfax is selling for $2,000. What is the price per acre? 

 

4. An office assistant makes $2 an hour. What is his daily salary if he works 8 hours a day? 

 

5. A man paid $8.50 for a suit, 25¢ for a shirt on sale, and $1.75 for shoes. How much did he 

pay for his clothes? 

 

6. Hens cost 50¢ each. To buy 24 hens you would pay ___. Eggs sell for 8¢ a dozen. If each hen 

laid 1 egg a day, you would gather ___ eggs per week. Each week you could sell your eggs 

for $ ___.  

 

7. Tableclothes cost 65¢ and napkins are 50¢ a dozen. How much would it cost to buy your 

mother a new tablecloth and 6 napkins? 

 

8. Lace curtains cost 75¢ a pair. You need curtains for 15 windows. How much will they cost? 

 

9. The opera house has 75 seats for 30¢ each, 150 seats for 20¢ each, and 200 seats for 10¢ 

each. What is the income from a full house? 

 

10. A four-room house rents for $6.00 per month. How much rent would you pay in 6 month? 1 

year? 4 years? 

 

11. Each meal in a restaurant costs 15¢ and a hotel room is $2.00 a day. A salesman stayed in 

Oklahoma City for 3 days. How much did he spend?  

 

12. In 1896 Utah became the 45th state. The stars on the new flag are arranged in 6 rows. There 

are 3 rows with 8 stars each. The other 3 rows each have ___ stars. 

 

13. It takes the cream from 5 gallons of milk to churn 1 pound of butter. Butter sells for 10¢ a 

pound. How many gallons of milk must have to make 30¢ by selling the butter you have 

churned? 

 


