
Whitman County Historical Society board meeting via ZOOM Aug. 14, 2022 

Purpose of meeting: to meet with Depot Steering Committee to discuss bid for the Depot roof 

Attending: Val Gregory, Linda Hackbarth, Jeff Pietila, Mark Clinton, Sid Pierson, Janet Barstow, Greg 

Partch, Kathleen Ryan, Debbie Sherman, Max Kirk, Annette Pettenger, Kelly McGee, Ken Casavant, Jon 

Anderson, Kathy Meyer, Krista Boyd, Denise Mahnkey, Allison Munch-Rotolo, John-Mark Mahnkey. 

Discussion: 

Mark Clinton – proposal didn’t state start & finish time 

 Linda Hackbarth – contractors said they could start in the spring, but weather could disrupt start 

and finish time 

 Kathleen Ryan – page 3 of the proposal states that the project must be completed 120 days 

from notice to proceed 

Jon Anderson – offered to prepare list of questions and send to Ned Warnick (architect) and/or Linda. 

 Max Kirk (Design West) explained that the document in hand is a “proposal” until it is signed, 

then it becomes a “contract”.  

Greg Partch – expressed concern about change orders which potentially could be quite costly. He would 

like to have the proposal looked over by a professional. 

 Kathleen pointed out that change orders are addressed in the proposal. Also the Washington 

State Historical Society has evaluated all of the documents. 

 Sid Pierson stated that many outside sources had been consulted over the past 18 months. 

 Linda said the current grant, being used for masonry and the roof ($258,000) has to be used by 

June 2023. The roof proposal is valid until Aug. 27. 

 Max reminded that if the proposal isn’t accepted by Aug. 27, it will have to be sent out for bids 

again and price will likely go up. Receiving an acceptable bid in time to utilize the grant would be 

uncertain. Also, the contractors have already stated that there will be a 12% price increase in the tiles 

Sept. 1 for contracts signed after that time. 

Jeff Pietila asked the current state of the roof. 

 Kathleen said it is actively leaking, and is the lowest grade of metal roof available. 

Greg asked why the original tiles were taken off. Is there concern about the weight of the tiles? 

 Kathleen said there have been multiple inspections and reports from engineers. The only area of 

concern is where the apartment had been made. 



 Max said structure needs to be put back in the valleys of the roof, otherwise the rest of the roof 

was approved by two structural engineers. 

Denise Mahnkey supports moving forward with the proposal, to avoid losing the grant and disappointing 

donors.  

Jeff applauds the progress of the Depot, but has hesitation about affects on WCHS if the project fails. 

Max said Design West is very confident about the proposed contract, and very confident about 

Ned Warwick’s work.  

Greg moved, Linda seconded to accept the roof proposal. Janet Barstow asked if Jon was still going to 

send questions to Ned Warwick. Upon hearing from Jon that he does plan to do that, Greg withdrew his 

motion. 

Janet moved, Krista Boyd seconded, to table the decision until an August 21 ZOOM meeting. Approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet Barstow, Secretary 


