
Whitman County Historical Society Board meeting, March 20, 2019 at Archives 

Board members present: Greg Partch, Jeff Pietila, Jon Anderson, Theresa Dale, Mark Clinton, Janet 

Barstow, Pat Flansburg, Carrie Lipe, Linda Hackbarth, Krista Boyd, Denise Mahnkey, Val Gregory. 

Guests: John-Mark Mahnkey, Josh Smart, Lenore Turman 

Consent agenda including treasurer’s report and minutes was approved.  

Josh and Lenore, representing HUB International, gave a brief presentation and answered questions. 

Emailed committee reports were acknowledged and accepted. 

Director’s Report: 

Val reported an informal group was touring the renovated Taufen Schoolhouse March 31, all are 

welcome to join. The Washington State Historical Trust is meeting at the Perkins House, with attendance 

by special invitation. Various communities will be represented to discuss local needs. Pat thanked Val for 

sending thank you notes to those who make financial donations. 

President’s Report: 

Greg proposed that each entity of WCHS submit proposals of needed capital projects and cost 

estimates, at the beginning of each year. Theresa moved, Jon seconded that this become standard 

practice each year. The deadline for this will be announced at a later time.  

The bell from Hay School has been moved from its temporary storage at Perkins House property to Hay. 

It will be displayed in a small park there along with information about the Hay School.  

The Volunteer of the Year will be Judy McMurray, to be presented at the Ice Cream Social. 

Policy concerning the WCHS credit card needs to be determined. This topic was tabled. 

Linda and Greg had attended a board training seminar that was very useful. Greg would like to invite the 

presenter to attend one of our board meetings and present a short program.  

The WCHS endowment fund trustees will attend the April board meeting.  

A 150’ tall tree at the Perkins House has been trimmed. It is approx 150 years old, and was in place when 

the Perkins family moved there. 

The board approved the nomination of one of our members for the annual Washington State Historical 

Society’s Robert Gray Award, which is their highest recognition and award. Greg and Val will work on it 

with submission by May 1. 

Depot Report: 



Linda reported a informational and fundraising mailing is being sent to all WCHS members as well as to 

select Pullman residents. The $200,000 loan has been paid off, and $20,000 of the remaining $100,000 

has also been received. 

Various fundraisers are being discussed, including a quilt show April 13 on Mom’s weekend. Tickets 

would include wine and cheese.  A baked potato dinner is being considered, in honor of the baked 

potatoes the Northern Pacific was known for serving to its passengers. Also being discussed is the sale of 

boxed chocolates, named Ken’s Candies in honor of Ken Vogel. Carrie suggested some sort of “progress” 

sign outside, showing progress towards the financial goal.  

The April board meeting will be at the Perkins House. The May 15 board meeting will be at the Palouse 

Museum. 

 

 


