
Beginner Spelling Bee Words: 
 

A 
Abscess – n – a localized collection of pus in tissues of the body.  

Treatment of a skin abscess can involve drainage and antibiotics. 
Accessible – adj – easy to approach or enter. 

The harbor is only accessible to small ships. 

Accommodate – v – to do a kindness or favor to; oblige; to provide a place to stay 
The bus can accommodate wheelchairs. 

Accordion – n –  musical instrument with keys, metal reeds, and a bellows. 
 He enjoys playing polkas on his accordion. 
Annulment – n –the invalidation of a legal contract, especially a marriage. 
 The annulment of the Queen's marriage was confirmed by the Pope. 
Appellate – adj – pertaining to appeals. 

District courts have appellate jurisdiction in cases arising in lower courts. 

Assassin – n –  someone who murders an important person for political or religious reasons. 
The assassin, who killed lawmaker Jo Cox, was found guilty on Wednesday. 

Atrium – n –  central room of an ancient Roman house. 
The ground floor consisted of six rooms arranged around an atrium that featured a lovely fountain. 

Automaton – n –  robot; someone who behaves in a mechanical way. 
The actor’s performance was so bad that he may as well have been an automaton. 

B 
Baboon – n –  large monkey from Africa or Arabia 
 The Guinea baboon inhabits a small area in western Africa. 
Balloon – n –  inflated bag 
 Any helium released from a balloon quickly floats out into space. 
Barbiturate – n – sedative 
 Phenobarbital is a barbiturate known to cause drowsiness and dizziness. 
Barrette – n – clasp used to hold hair in place or to decorate it. 
 Her hair was held back on one side by a tortoise-shell barrette. 
Bassoon – n – large woodwind instrument 
 He played the bassoon in the Finnish Symphonic Orchestra. 
Bobbin – n – reel upon which yarn or thread is wound 
 “Drag” is the force that winds new yarn onto the bobbin. 
Bonsai – n – tree or trees dwarfed by pruning 
 Many species of cedar trees are suitable for training as bonsai. 
Bouillon – n – clear, seasoned broth 
 A chef understands the subtle differences between broth, bouillon, and consommé. 
Bouquet – n – bunch of flowers 
 The figure skater picked up a bouquet of flowers tossed onto the ice. 
Bursar – n – treasurer or business officer 
 At many colleges, the bursar deals only with student finances. 
Butte – n – isolated hill or mountain that rises abruptly from the landscape, usually with a flat top. 

There is an old ghost town at the base of that butte. 

C 
Calendar – n – table of days, weeks, months, and sometimes years 
 To the dismay of Cougar football fans, there are five home games on the September calendar. 
Camaraderie – n – good friendship and trust among members of a group 

The football players had a sense of camaraderie that made them an unbeatable team. 
Campaign – n – military or political operation for a specific objective 

During his campaign, the politician made dozens of promises that he was later unable to fulfill. 



Carafe – n – wide-mouthed bottle used to serve beverages 
 He spilled a carafe of hot coffee all over his pants. 
Caribou – n – large North American reindeer 

The caribou scuffs his hooves into the snow and uses his antlers to dig for food. 
Cataclysm – n – violent upheaval 

The floods were a cataclysm from which the local people never recovered. 
Caterpillar – n – larva of a butterfly or moth 

Both the caterpillar and adult of the monarch butterfly taste terrible when eaten. 
Cellist – n – someone who plays a cello 
 As the cellist boarded the bus with her large instrument, she sighed, wishing she played the piccolo instead. 
Cemetery – n – a burial ground, graveyard. 
 My brother-in-law, a veterinarian with a poor track record, has decided to open a pet cemetery. 
Census – n – an official enumeration of the population 
 A new pet census shows that cats now outnumber dogs by a whisker. 
Chameleon – n – a lizard that can, as protection, change color 
 A male chameleon, placed in front of a mirror, changes colors to protect himself from his own image. 
Charisma – n – personal quality that gives one power over a group of people 
 The Congressman had neither the policies nor the personal charisma to inspire people. 
Chauffeur – n – a person employed to drive an privately owned car for someone else to ride in. 
 My sister, who had three accidents on her record, was not hired as the movie star’s chauffeur. 
Cliché – n – trite or stereotyped expression 
 When writing, you should avoid the use of a cliché like the plague. 
Codeine – n – a drug used as a sedative or analgesic 
 Cough syrup with codeine is not available over the counter. 
Colloquium – n – a meeting for academic or theological exchange 
 The colloquium will raise questions concerning the role that news reporting plays in modern society. 
Conceit – n – excessively favorable opinion of oneself 
 According to Aesop, “the smaller the mind, the greater the conceit.” 
Concessionaire – n – someone with a contract granting the right to operate a subsidiary business  
 Sometimes the nightclub is rented out to a concessionaire. 
Conscious – adj – aware of one’s own existence, showing awareness of something 

The contestant became acutely conscious that he did not know how to spell the word given to him. 
Consensus – n – majority of opinion 
 The senator is skilled at achieving consensus on sensitive issue 
Consommé – n – clear soup 
 A chef understands the subtle differences between broth, bouillon, and consommé. 
Cough – v – to expel air through the lungs harshly, often violently 

Cover your mouth when you cough. 
Coyote (ki-ote)– n – small wolf-like animal 
 Far up the west rim of the canyon, a coyote yipped twice. 
Crescent – n – segment of a ring, tapering to points at the ends 
 The moon was a brightly shining crescent. 

Crochet – v – to do needlework with a needle having a hook at one end 
 My mother-in-law is going to crochet a lace tablecloth to enter in the Fair. 
Croquet – n – game played by knocking balls through wickets with a mallet 
 The mansion grounds had both a tennis court and a lawn designed specifically for playing croquet. 
Croutons – n – small pieces of fried or toasted bread 
 Their traditional family stuffing recipe comes from the back of a box of croutons. 
Crypt – n – subterranean chamber or vault 
 The crypt was damp and smelled vaguely of rotting bodies. 

Cuckoo – n – common European bird 
The best time for a cuckoo to lay her egg is after the hosts have started laying and before they have finished. 

 



Cursor – n – movable indicator on a computer screen 
 Position the cursor where you want to insert a word. 

D 
Debris – n – remains of things broken or destroyed 
 Emergency teams are still clearing the debris from the plane crash. 
Deceive – v – to mislead by false appearance or statement 
 Kathy tried to deceive the contestants into believing that the Spelling Bee would be lots of fun. 
Defendant – n – person against whom a charge is brought in court 

A buzz of excitement filled the courtroom as the defendant entered. 
Descender – n – in writing or printing, the part of the letter that goes below the body 
 Rodney’s handwriting is so bad that you can’t tell a descender from an ascender. 
Detached – adj – not connected, separated, set apart 
 Adelaide felt curiously detached from what was going on around her. 
Deuce – n – a card having 2 spots 
 The deuce of hearts was missing from the deck of cards. 
Dialogue – n – conversation with two or more people 

The movie’s dialogue was laughable, with Italian actors trying to speak English in a western drawl. 
Dictionary – n – a book containing words, their definitions, or their meanings in another language 
 The dictionary is the only place where success comes before work. 
Diocese – n – district under the jurisdiction of a bishop 
  A cathedral is the principal church of a diocese, although not necessarily its largest.  
Diphtheria – n – an infectious disease marked by a false membrane in the air passages and difficulty breathing. 
 Ninety-five percent of babies in the United Kingdom are immunized against diphtheria. 
Disappear – v – to cease to be seen 
 Some people are like dark clouds—when they disappear the day becomes brighter. 
Discernible – adj – perceptible by the senses or intellect 
 The discernible odor of carnival food wafted through the schoolroom door. 
Distraught – adj – deeply agitated 
 Rudolf was distraught when he misspelled an easy word. 
Doubt – v – to be uncertain about 
 We doubt that Emily is going to win the Spelling Bee. 

E  
Ecstasy – n – rapturous delight 
 Sabrina experienced a state of ecstasy the day her first child was born. 
Elite – adj – selected or considered as the best in terms of intellectual or social status 
 Emmett was invited to participate in a spelling bee at the Jones Schoolhouse for elite citizens of the county. 
Embarrass – v – to cause confusion and shame to 
 Roscoe didn’t want to embarrass his parents by throwing up on stage. 
Ensign – n – flag or banner, junior officer in the Navy 
 The average yachtsmen lashes his ensign to the backstay, and there it stays until it rots. 
Entourage – n – group of attendants or associates 
 Bob arrived with a sizeable entourage, all of whom were members of the Fair Board. 
Entrepreneur – n – someone who organizes or manages an enterprise 
 Every successful entrepreneur takes business risks in hope of making a profit. 
Enzyme – n – one of various proteins 
 There have been no extensive studies of xenobiotic metabolising enzyme expression in colonic adenomas. 
Etiquette – n – conventional requirements to social behavior 
 He showed his contempt for social etiquette by wearing a T-shirt to the wedding. 
Eulogy – n – a formal speech in praise of someone who has recently died 

Lola’s long, boring eulogy completely omitted her shady but interesting early years. 
Exacerbate – v – to make something worse 
 Vicky and Robby were unlike each other in character, which served to exacerbate their sibling rivalry. 



Exchequer – n – treasury, the funds of a government 
 The purpose of the British Exchequer was to prevent the Crown from being defrauded by its own officials. 

F  
Façade – n – the front of a building, a showy misrepresentation intended to conceal something 
 Behind that amiable façade, Roger is a deeply unpleasant man. 
Farce – n – a comedy characterized by broad satire and improbable situations. 
 The play was a cross between a farce and a tragedy. 
Fatigue – n – weariness from exertion 
 By the last day of the county fair, Kathryn was suffering from extreme fatigue. 
Faucet – n – device to control the flow of liquid – a spigot 
 Instead of fixing his dripping faucet, Sam spent an hour on the internet reading remodeling tips. 
Feasible – adj – capable of being done with the means at hand 
 It was no longer feasible for King Aegon to keep raising dragons. 
Feign – v – to represent factiously, to pretend 
 Some animals feign death when in danger. 
Fiery – adj – suggestive of fire or characterized by intense emotion 
 The fiery taco sauce burned its way down John’s throat. 
Finesse – n – extreme delicacy or skill in performance 

Suzanne wheedled money from her father with considerable finesse. 
Finicky – adj – difficult to please, fussy, particular 
 Even the most finicky eater will find something appetizing at the Fair. 
Flaunt – v – to display something (especially oneself) conspicuously 
 Rene will no doubt flaunt the purple ribbon she won in fitting and showing. 
Fledgling – n – a young bird just leaving the nest or any new participant in an activity 
 The fledgling was pushed out of its nest by its parents. 
Flourish – v – to thrive 
 Children tend to flourish when their class size is small. 
Foray – n – a quick raid, a brief entrance into enemy territory 
 After an unsuccessful foray into politics, Ned returned to his law practice. 
Forbear – v – to refrain or abstain from doing 
 Her plan was such a success that even her original critics could scarcely forbear from congratulating her. 
Frappe – n – milkshake made with ice cream 
 At Cafe Nero, the skim version of a Double Chocolate Frappe contains 452 calories. 
Freight – n – goods or cargo transported for pay 
 This particular aircraft company deals with freight only; it has no travel service. 
Fugue – n – a musical composition 
 In the recital, Evangeline played a fugue by Bach. 
Furlough – n – a temporary leave of absence granted to a military person 
 The soldiers were given a two-week furlough. 

G   
Galloping – v – running or moving rapidly 
 Ian came galloping down the stairs. 
Gauge – n – an instrument for measuring and indicating quantity, size, or speed 
 The pilot checked the fuel gauge frequently. 
Geishas – n – a Japanese woman trained as a singer or dancer 

In the tea houses of Japan, geishas have performed traditional arts for hundreds of years. 
Gerbil – n – small burrowing rodent 

The hind legs of the gerbil are particularly well adapted to leaping across its desert habitat. 
Gerund – n – a verb functioning as a noun 
 In English grammar, the gerund has exactly the same form as the present participle. 
Geyser – n – an intermittently eruptive hot spring 
 A geyser of water shot out of my broken faucet. 



Gherkin – n – immature fruit of a cucumber 
 The gherkin makes a wonderful dill pickle. 
Ghoul – n – evil demon, grave-robber 
 Alice Cooper has been described as America’s singing ghoul. 
Giraffe – n – long-necked African animal 

It is against the law to tie a giraffe to a telephone pole or street lamp in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Glower – v – to look or stare at with anger 
 Narcissa murmured a word of thanks, while Bellatrix said nothing but continued to glower at Snape. 
Gnarled – adj – twisted and deformed 
 Growing close to the house was a gnarled old locust tree. 
Goad – v – to stab or urge on as if with a pointed stick 

TV commercials goad people into buying goods and services they don’t need and can’t afford. 
Governor – n – chief executive of a state or colony 
 The governor resigned amid a flurry of scandals. 
Gorgeous – adj – splendid or magnificent, beautiful 
 The gorgeous sunset was the result of smoke from nearby wildfires. 
Gourmet – n – connoisseur of fine food and drink 
 A gourmet will discover a world of interesting food at the Fair. 
Graffiti – n – markings on walls 
 Graduating small-town seniors love to put graffiti on the undersides of bridges and overpasses. 
Grammar – n – the study of sentence construction 
 Mrs. Smith, the English teacher, was a stickler for correct spelling and grammar. 
Grotesque – adj – odd or unnatural in appearance or shape 
 Pressed against the windowpane, Diego’s distorted face resembled a grotesque alien life form. 
Gruel – n – thin cooked cereal 
 “Hooray!” said Oliver, “are we having gruel for breakfast again?” 
Gypsum – n – a common mineral 
 The EPA has deemed most gypsum too radioactive for practical use. 

H  
Hackney – n – a horse for ordinary riding, or a carriage or coach for hire 

I must tell you, Sancho, that when I approached to put Dulcinea upon her hackney, she gave me a whiff of raw 
garlic that made my head reel and poisoned my very heart. 

Haggard – adj – having a wasted appearance 
 Edgar’s face looked haggard in the harsh single light. 
Hallow – v – to make holy 
 He shall sprinkle blood upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it, and hallow it from uncleanness. 
Hallucinogen – n – a substance that produces hallucinations 
 The Chumash Indians used Jimsen Weed as a ceremonial hallucinogen. 
Halve – v – to divide into two equal parts 
 Peel the cucumbers, halve them lengthwise, and remove the seeds. 

Harangue – v – scolding or intense verbal attack 
The dead man’s mouth sagged open, as if to harangue travelers passing through the gate below. 

Harass – v – to disturb persistently 
 That reporter had no right to harass and heckle the defendant. 
Harbinger – n – herald, something that goes before 
 A surprisingly chilly day in September can be a harbinger of all that winter has to offer. 
Harlequin – n – a buffoon or clown, a jester 
 The harlequin wore a garish costume of black and white checks. 
Hassle – n – a peeve 
 Jane’s boss likes to hassle her about working overtime, but she prefers to play ping pong in her spare time. 
Havoc – n – great destruction of devastation 

The Bohemians won several battles and spread havoc and terror through the neighboring German lands. 



Hearken – v – to pay attention or to listen carefully 
 The band’s songs hearken back to the 1930s and 1940s. 
Hearth – n – the floor of a fire or fireplace 
 Nothing but the warmth and soft light of the hearth disturbed the room, aside from the cold look in his eyes. 
Heifer – n – a cow over one year old that has not produced a calf 
 President Eisenhower, who spent his retirement as an Angus breeder, was given a young heifer while in office. 
Height – n – the extent or distance upward 
 The teacher lined the children up in order of their height. 
Helix – n – spiral, corkscrew, whorl, or vortex 
 Slaby's wave meter consists of a helix of non-insulated wire wound on a glass tube. 
Hemisphere – n – half of the terrestrial globe 

Betty thought that Antarctica was in the north because it is cold there, but she later discovered it is in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

Heresy – n – opinion at odds with accepted doctrine 
 The Cougar fan treated any positive comments about the Huskies as heresy. 
Hiatus – n – break in the action 
 Until Dudley’s daughter’s grades improve, her cellphone privileges will be on hiatus. 
Hideous – adj – repulsively ugly 
 Nature had made Rasputin mean, smallpox had made him hideous, and his degraded habits made him loathsome. 
Hindrance – n – something that impedes or stops 
 Some kitchen gadgets are more of a hindrance than a help. 
Hippopotamus – n – the “river horse,” from Africa 
 Watching Ted relaxing in the shallow water, Alice was reminded of a hippopotamus wallowing in mud. 
Hoax – n – something intended to deceive or defraud 

The perpetrators of the hoax managed to dupe respectable journalists into printing their story. 
Hobnob – v – to associate with on friendly terms 
 Bennett liked to hobnob with local politicians. 
Hodgepodge – n – a motley assortment of things 
 Because Shirley found everything at the nursery irresistible, she wound up with a hodgepodge of plants in her  

garden. 
Homily – n – sermon 
 In his homily the Pope focused on the ills of modern materialism. 
Honeycomb – n – wax structure bees use to store honey, or something resembling one 
 You can make a simple honeycomb by gluing drinking straws together side by side. 
Horizon – n – the line that forms the apparent border between earth and sky 
 The western horizon glowed with the light of the forest fire. 
Horrendous – adj – shockingly dreadful 
 Joy produced a horrendous squeak, like a hare caught by a harvest scythe. 
Humiliate – v – to cause to lose pride or dignity 
 It is clear that many spelling bee contestants are willing to humiliate themselves in public. 
Humongous – adj – extraordinarily large 
 I can’t believe that Angela ate that humongous elephant ear all by herself! 
Hurrah – n – a victory cheer, an exclamation of joy 
 The quarterback has said that this season will be his last hurrah as a player. 
Hustle – v – to work or move rapidly 
 For every breakaway, or thrown pass, there is someone willing to hustle down court to play defense. 
Hyacinth – n – a flower in the lily family 
 Plant bulbs like white hyacinth and lily of the valley in the fall to boost next year's display. 
Hybrid – n – offspring of 2 different breeds or species 
 Brownies are a hybrid, part fudge, part cake. 
Hygiene – n – science that deals with preservation of health 
 Pigs, although very intelligent, are seldom fastidious about personal hygiene. 
 



Hyperbole – n – extravagant exaggeration 
 It is not hyperbole to say that last summer was the hottest in twenty years. 
Hyphen – n – a short line used to connect parts of a compound word 
 When creating an unusual adjective from two words that cannot be used separately, use a hyphen. 
Hypocrisy – n – pretending to something that one doesn’t believe in 
 Since Bill was an atheist, he believed it would be sheer hypocrisy to pray for his team to win. 

I  
Icon – n – picture or image 

To open a new file on your computer, click on the icon at the top of the screen. 
Illegible – adj – impossible to read or decipher 
 The doctor’s signature was an illegible squiggle at the bottom of the page. 
Illicit – adj – not legally permitted 
 Thirty percent of 8th grade girls and 40% of boys admit to having tried illicit drugs. 
Illiteracy – n – lack of ability to read and write 
 Dick’s illiteracy prevented him from filling out a job application. 
Impasse – n – deadlock 
 The negotiations had reached an impasse, with both sides refusing to compromise. 
Impede – v – to retard in movement by means of obstacles 

He had no flashlight, but darkness did not impede his progress. 
Incense – n – substance that produces a sweet or spicy odor when burned 
 In the summer, campers often burn some sort of incense to keep away mosquitoes. 
Incessant – adj – continuing without interruption 

Wearied by his mother’s incessant nagging, Luke was happy to leave for school. 
Incite – v – to provoke, to urge to action 
 Few things incite a frothing, wild-eyed rage like asking people to talk about their political beliefs. 
Incognito – adv – concealing one's identity 
 Michael tried to travel incognito but his bizarre disguises made him stand out even more. 
Indictment – n – formal accusation in a criminal case 
 Prosecutors may soon seek an indictment on racketeering and fraud charges. 
Inertia – n – the resistance of any physical object to any change in its state of motion 
 Inertia is the Latin word for idleness. 
Inevitable – adj – something that can’t be avoided 
 Death is inevitable. 
Inflammable – adj – easily ignited 
 Petroleum is highly inflammable. 
Influenza – n – viral, sometimes epidemic disease 

Antibiotics are useless against viral infections such as influenza. 
Innate – adj – existing in one from birth 
 Children have an innate ability to learn language. 
Innocence – n – without sin 
 Repentance is good, but innocence is better! 
Inquisition – n – an official investigation, usually harsh 
 Nobody expects the Spanish Inquisition. 
Instinct – n – inborn pattern of activity or action 

Babies know by instinct who their mothers are. 
Intercede – v – to act on behalf of someone in difficulty 
 The United Nations often tries to intercede in conflicts between countries. 
Intravenous – adj – “within a vein” 
 The patient was treated with intravenous fluids and antibiotics. 
Invincible – adj – incapable of being defeated 
 Gladys had an invincible faith in the medicinal properties of garlic. 
 



Irritable – adj – easily annoyed 
 Rocko had been waiting to see the doctor for over an hour and was beginning to feel irritable. 
Island – n –  land entirely surrounded by water 
 The causeway to the island is only accessible at low tide. 
Issue – n – an important question that is in dispute 
 Public opinion is sharply divided on the issue of whether bathroom tissue should roll from the top or the bottom. 
Italicize – v – to print in Italic type 
 Words can sometimes be italicized for emphasis. 

J  
Jackknife – v – large pocketknife 
 Trevor’s grandfather was appalled that the boy was not allowed to carry a jackknife. 
 
Jaguar – n – a large spotted wild cat found in tropical America, similar to the leopard 
 If you meet a jaguar in the jungle, turn slowly, walk away, and never look back. 
Janitor – n – someone employed to clean, usu. a business or school 

Born free in South Carolina in 1834, Henry Turner refused to work alongside slaves, so he found work as a janitor 
in a law office. 

Jaundice – n – yellow discoloration of skin or eyes 
 Incompatibility between the mother's and the baby's blood groups may cause jaundice. 
Jealous – adj – desirous of another's advantages 
 Sarah is Jane's friend but she is jealous if Jane plays with other girls. 
Jeopardy – n – danger of loss, harm, death, or injury 
 Allen’s foolish behavior may put his whole future in jeopardy. 
Jostle – v – to brush against, push, or shove 
 They had to jostle their way to the front of the platform. 
Judgmental – adj – involving the use of judgment, usually in a negative way 
 Edith tried not to seem critical or judgmental while giving Jim advice on the way he dressed. 
Judicious – adj – discreet or prudent 
 Some dishes would be very bland without the judicious use of spices and other seasonings. 
Junction – n – a place where things are joined or come together, an intersection 
 There’s a bridge at the junction of the Spokane and Columbia Rivers. 

K  
Karate – n – a method of self-defense 
 Percy enrolled in karate to help him regain his confidence after he was mugged. 
Katydid – n – large American grasshopper 

As he strolled through the park, a Scudderia katydid nymph caught Barry's eye. 
Kayak – n – Eskimo canoe 
 Bernadette is a steady inland and sea paddler but has never been in a sea kayak. 
Kerosene – n – fuel made of hydrocarbons 
 Because our cabin has no electricity, we have to use kerosene for lighting. 
Khaki – adj – dull yellowish brown 
 Harvey was dressed in a khaki uniform with the insignia of a colonel on his collar. 
Kidnapping – n – the abduction or theft of a person 

The news of the kidnapping was blacked out until the police could find the child. 
Kitchen – n – room or place for cooking 
 Although Charles cooked a wonderful meal, he made a frightful mess in the kitchen. 
Kiwi – n – flightless bird of New Zealand 
 The kiwi eats worms, other invertebrates, and berries. 
Knack – n – special skill or aptitude 
 Priscilla has an unerring knack for saying the wrong thing. 
Knowledge – n – acquaintance with facts, from study or investigation 
 There is no wealth like knowledge, for thieves cannot steal it. 



 
Knuckle – n – joint of the finger 
 Mark dislocated a knuckle on his throwing hand late in the fourth quarter of the game. 

L  
Lacquer – n – a hard, glossy, protective coating 
 Jacob used yellow lacquer to finish the table he made. 
Ladle – n – long-handled utensil for dipping 
 Josephine dipped the silver ladle into the punch bowl and refilled her cup. 
Language – n – body of words common to a people 
 Some people call English a mongrel language because it is a mixture of old German and French. 
Larceny – n – theft 
 Barney now faces probable jail after an indictment for larceny and income tax evasion. 
Laud – v – to praise or extol 
 Nutrition studies laud kangaroo meat’s low-fat content and suggest it as a healthy alternative to red meat. 
League – n – an association of sports teams 
 They aren't the best team in the league, but they're not bad, either. 
Lectern – n – a stand with a slanted top for holding notes or the text of a speech or lecture 
 Sweating profusely and gripping the lectern, Andrew began his speech. 
Lecture – n – a speech or lesson read to an audience 
 Hermione felt her attention wandering during the lecture on English subjunctive mood. 
Legible – adj – capable of being read or deciphered 
 Eric’s handwriting was so tiny that it was barely legible. 
Leisure – n – freedom from the demands of work 
 The secret of being miserable is to have the leisure to worry about whether you’re happy or not.  
Length – n – the longest extent of something from end to end or side to side 
 The impact of the crash reduced the car to a third of its original length. 
Leopard – n – large spotted cat from Asia or Africa 

The leopard gave a snarl of fury as it realized that its prey had escaped. 
Lesion – n – an injury or wound 
 Crohn's disease is a diffuse lesion of the entire gastrointestinal tract. 
Liaison – n – contact maintained between groups 
 Ethel works as a liaison between patients and staff. 
Libelous – adj – maliciously defamatory 
 A statement is libelous only if it isn’t true. 
Lieutenant – n – military rank 

The colonel advanced Rodrigo from lieutenant to captain. 
Lightning – n – brilliant discharge of electricity 
 Lightning has caused more than a dozen wildfires across the state. 
Limousine – n – large luxurious car 
 As company director, Beatrice has a chauffeur-driven limousine to take her everywhere. 
Liquor – n – distilled or spirituous beverage 
 Max drinks wine and beer but no liquor. 
Loge – n – front section of the lowest balcony in a theater 

The orchestra seats were all sold out, so we had to sit in the loge. 
Lubricant – n – substance for lessening friction 
 Synovial fluid acts as a lubricant, reducing friction between the bones. 
Lucid – adj – easily understood, clear 
 The patient is usually delirious, but occasionally he has lucid intervals. 
Luminous – adj – radiating or reflecting light 
 The luminous dial on the clock showed five minutes to seven. 
Lyricist – n – someone who writes the words for songs 
 John Perry Barlow is most famous for his work as lyricist for the Grateful Dead. 



M  
Macabre – adj – unusually gruesome and horrifying 
 Even the police were horrified at the macabre nature of the killings. 
Macaroni – n – small tubular pasta 
 Many people consider macaroni and cheese the ultimate comfort food. 
Machete – n – large heavy knife 
 Bushwhacking is a term for using a machete to hack through thick jungle grass or undergrowth. 
Magnificent – adj – splendid or showy 
 After a steep climb you will be rewarded by magnificent views from the summit. 
Mahogany – n – reddish-brown wood 

The walls of the library were paneled in mahogany. 
Maim – v – to cripple 
 Landmines still kill and maim more than 60 Cambodians a month. 
Maintenance – n – keeping things in good order 
 The caretaker is responsible for the maintenance of the school buildings. 
Malaria – n – disease characterized by fever and chills that is spread by mosquitos 
 Dysentery and malaria are often rife in refugee camps. 
Malice – n – the desire to inflict harm on someone 
 There was a strong current of malice in many of the artist’s portraits. 
Malign – adj – evil or harmful in nature or influence  
 What destroys us most effectively is not a malign outside force but our own capacity for self-deception. 
Malleable – adj – capable of being shaped by hammering 
 A malleable metal can be beaten into a sheet, whereas a ductile metal can be drawn out into a wire. 
Manacle – n – shackle for the hand; handcuffs 
 The manacle rubbed the skin on the prisoner’s wrist until it was raw and bleeding. 
Margarine – n – a butter-like substance made of vegetable oil 
 Upscale restaurants prefer to serve real butter rather than margarine. 
Marina – n –  a boat basin offering dockage and other services. 
 The marina was built in the early 80s and now accommodates hundreds of foreign yachts. 
Maroon – adj –  dark brownish-red 
 Cougar crimson often looks more maroon than bright red. 
Marriage – n – a social/legal/religious union of a man and woman 
 Keep your eyes wide open before marriage but half shut afterward. 
Martyr – n – someone who dies rather than give up his or her beliefs 
 A simple plaque marks the spot where the martyr died. 
Massacre – n – unnecessary killing of human beings 
 The perpetrators of the massacre must be brought to justice as war criminals. 
Mauve – adj – pale bluish purple 
 As the sun set, every surface seemed to be colored in mauve. 
Mayonnaise – n – a thick dressing made of oil and egg whites 
 With a modest smear of mayonnaise and mustard on the savory focaccia bread, the sandwich was sublime. 
Meager – adj – deficient in quantity 
 Andrea’s meager allotment of gas had to be saved for emergencies. 
Mechanical – adj – having to do with machinery 
 Charles Babbage's mechanical calculating engines were the antecedents of the modern computer. 
Mediocre – adj – ordinary or moderate in quality 
 Although Hannah’s attendance record was stellar, her grades were only mediocre. 
Melancholy – adj – gloomy 
  After his wife’s death, Bernard fell into a state of profound melancholy. 

Memoir – n – the written record of someone’s personal experiences 
 Olympic gold medalist Ekaterina Gordeeva is writing a memoir about her life with Sergei Grinkov, her late  

husband and figure-skating partner. 



Metaphor – n – a figure of speech in which a term is applied to something to which it isn’t literally applicable 
 The author uses disease as a metaphor for corruption in society. 
Militia – n – body of citizens enrolled for military service 

The state called out the militia to help cope with the rioting. 
Mirth – n – amusement or laughter 
 Janet’s impersonations of the teacher were a source of considerable mirth. 
Miscellaneous – adj – of mixed character 
 The seminar was attended by a miscellaneous collection of students, business people, and homemakers. 
Mischievous – adj – maliciously playful 
 Katie’s eyes danced with mischievous amusement. 
Miscue – n – a minor, often inadvertent mistake in speech or writing, usually the result of a slight memory lapse. 
 A spelling error is not necessarily a mistake: it is usually a miscue. 
Miserable – adj – very unhappy or uncomfortable 
 The secret of being miserable is to have the leisure to worry about whether you’re happy or not.  
Mistletoe – n – plant used in Xmas decorations 
 The Druids used mistletoe at Yuletide, which was their winter festival. 
Moccasins – n – heelless soft leather shoes 
 There must have been two dozen pairs of sandals, boots, and moccasins assembled by Margie’s front door. 
Moderator – n – someone who presides over a discussion 
 An independent moderator should be appointed to oversee the negotiations. 
Modify – v – to alter partially, to cause to change 
 Adverbs are used to modify verbs and adjectives. 
Molasses – n – thick syrup that is a byproduct of sugar refining 
 Grandma always served her homemade hotcakes with molasses instead of maple syrup. 
Monarch – n – a hereditary sovereign, such as a king or queen 

In some countries, the monarch has the prerogative of pardoning criminals. 
Monitor – n – electronic equipment used to check the quality or content 
 Watch the monitor and note whether the sound level goes above forty decibels. 
Monopoly – exclusive control of a commodity or service 

For years Bell Telephone had a monopoly on telephone services in the US. 
Morale – n – emotional or mental condition 
 High morale among staff was found to correlate positively with productivity. 
Mortgage – n – a conditional conveyance of property as security for the repayment of a loan 
 It's difficult to get a mortgage on an old house. 
Mosquito – n – biting, flying insect 
 Paul told the gullible tourists that the mosquito was the state bird of Alaska. 
Muscle – n – tissue that contracts and produces motion 
 Fred pulled a muscle while trying to lift the piano. 

Myriad – n – a great or infinite number 
 The pig building is plagued by a myriad of flies. 
Myth – n –  a legendary story used to explain religious origins or ideas 
 Sometimes it’s impossible to disentangle myth from reality. 
N  
Naïve – adj – unsophisticated or ingenuous 
 Some people make the naive assumption that if something is popular it must be good. 
Nasal – adj – pertaining to the nose 
 Nose drops often relieve nasal congestion. 
Nausea – n – upset stomach, feeling the need to vomit 
 Many women experience feelings of nausea during the first few months of pregnancy. 
Necessary – adj – essential, indispensable 
 Irrigation will be necessary in areas of low rainfall. 
 



Nectar – n – plant secretion that attracts insects 
Bees turn nectar into honey. 

Nephew – n – the son of one’s sibling 
Because he had no children of his own, Sterling left everything he owned to his nephew.  

Nestle – v – to lie close 
 Further down the island, several picturesque old villages nestle into the countryside. 
Nicotine – n – an alkaloid in tobacco used as a stimulant 
 Once nicotine has you in its power, it's very difficult to stop smoking. 
Noble – adj – distinguished by rank, title, or behavior 
 Alicia was descended from a noble family in France. 
Nocturnal – adj – pertaining to night 
 Nocturnal animals sleep by day and hunt by night. 
Novice – n – a person who is new to something 
 The computer program is so easy that even a novice can master it in a few hours. 
Nurture – v – to feed and protect 
 Michael wants to stay at home and nurture his children while his wife works. 
Nutritious – adj – providing quality nourishment 
 The cookbook contains many simple yet highly nutritious meals. 
O 
Obelisk – n – tapering 4-sided shaft of stone with pyramidal top 
 There’s an obelisk in Pullman dedicated to local men who served in World War I. 
Obese – adj – very fat or overweight 
 Glenda may not be clinically obese, but she certainly needs to lose a lot of weight. 
Obituary – n – notice/story of someone’s death 
 Yesterday's obituary of Tina’s grandfather misstated the date of his death. 
Obey – v – to follow someone’s orders 
 Soldiers are expected to obey orders without questioning them. 
Oblique – adj – slanting, sloping 
 George drew an oblique line from one corner of the paper to the other. 
Oblivious – adj – unaware of 
 Absorbed in her work, Sally was totally oblivious of her surroundings. 
Obvious – adj – easily perceived 
 The contempt Roxanne felt for her teachers was obvious. 
Ogle – v – to look at with sexual intentions, to leer 
 Uncle Stewart liked to ogle women in bikinis at the beach. 
Omission – n – something that was left out 
 The omission of Vern’s name from the guest list was not a deliberate act. 
Opaque – adj – not allowing light to pass through 
 The bottle was made of opaque glass so that the contents could not be seen. 
Operator – n – someone who runs a machine  
 The radio operator sent an appeal for help to headquarters. 
Orator – n – a public speaker 
 Richard’s argumentative gifts as a popular orator attracted large crowds 
Orchestra – n – a group of performers on various musical instruments (always includes strings) 
 After the members of the orchestra had tuned up their instruments, the conductor walked on to the stage. 
Orchid – n – a tropical flower 
 Suzanne wore a single orchid on her evening dress. 
Ordinance – n – a decree or command 
 In Washington D.C., there is an ordinance that requires all taxis to carry a broom and a shovel. 
Outweigh – v – to exceed in value or influence 
 The rewards of parenthood usually outweigh the anguish. 
 



P 
Pageant – n – public spectacle, esp. a beauty contest  

Protestors argued that the beauty pageant was demeaning to women. 

Palace – n – the official residence of an exalted person 
 The Queen has agreed to open Buckingham Palace to the public. 
Pantry – n – storage room for food 
 Nothing was left in the pantry except some eggs and a little flour. 
Papaya – n – large, yellow melon-like fruit 
 Papaya and pineapple contain enzymes that break down soft protein. 
Paprika – n – a red, powdery spice 
 Mom’s recipe for Hungarian Goulash calls for a lot of paprika. 
Paraffin – n – substance made from crude petroleum, used in candle making and waterproofing 
 Skin cancers develop frequently in workers involved in manufacturing paraffin and arsenic. 

Parallel – adj – extending in the same direction but never converging 
 The highway runs parallel with the railroad. 
Parcel – n – small package 
 The parcel was wrapped in plain brown paper. 
Parfait – n – a layered desert, usually with fruit and ice cream 
 For breakfast Jolene had fruit yogurt parfait. 
Partial – adj – incomplete 
 In August there was a partial eclipse of the sun. 
Particle – n – a very small bit 
 There was not a particle of evidence to support the defense. 
Peddle – v – to carry things from place to place to sell 
 As fewer women could be found to peddle Avon products, its sales sagged. 
Pedestrian – n – a person who travels on foot 
 The speeding car barely missed the pedestrian. 
Pension – n – a fixed amount other than a salary that is paid regularly to someone 
 Naomi lived on a small pension. 
Perceive – v – to become aware of through the senses 
 Cats are not able to perceive color. 
Perceptive – adj – having keen insight 
 Her books are full of perceptive insights into the human condition. 
Perplex – v – to cause puzzlement 
 The disease has continued to perplex doctors. 
Personnel – n – a body of persons employed in an organization 
 Only authorized personnel have access to the computer system. 
Perturb – v – to disturb in mind, agitate 
 Rod’s sudden appearance did not seem to perturb Louise in the least. 
Petite – adj – short or diminutive 
 John’s wife was a petite dark-haired woman in her early thirties. 
Phantom – n – apparition or specter 
 Holly’s little girl dressed up like a phantom for Halloween. 
Phase – n –  stage in the process of change 
 The wedding marked the beginning of a new phase in Emma's life. 
Phrase – n – serious of words in grammatical construction 
 We bought a Danish phrase book before our trip to Denmark. 
Piccolo – n – a small flute 
 As the cellist boarded the bus with her large instrument, she sighed, wishing she played the piccolo instead. 
Pickle – n – a vegetable (esp. cucumber) that has been preserved in brine 

All of the hot pastrami sandwiches are served with a crunchy dill pickle, sliced down the middle. 
 



Plague – n – an epidemic disease with high mortality 
 In the Middle Ages, 1/3 to 1/2 of the population of Europe died of Bubonic plague. 
Plaque – n – a tablet or plate of metal, used as decoration or to convey information 
 The local historical society put up a plaque at the site of the battle. 
Plateau – n – largish area of level land, raised above adjoining land 
 We took a plane south-west across the Anatolian plateau to Cappadocia. 
Plural – adj – more than one 
 "Sheep" is both a singular and plural noun. 
Possess – v –  to have, to own 
 Students need to possess certain basic skills by the time they finish school. 
Posterior – adj – situated behind or at the rear of 
 If you would kindly move your posterior just a fraction to the right, I might be able to pass you. 
Potency – n – power or authority 
 The drug will lose its potency when exposed to moisture. 
Precede – v – to go before 
 A planning session at 11:30 will precede the noon lunch discussion. 
Precious – adj – of high price or great value 
 Nothing is more precious than independence and freedom.  
Python – n – large constricting snake 
 He opened up a cage and lifted out a 6-foot python. 
Q  
Quartz – n – a common mineral 
 Sandstone can hold large amounts of groundwater because of the spaces between the rock's quartz grains. 
Quash – v– to put down or suppress 
 The company moved quickly to quash rumors that it was considering bankruptcy. 
Queer – adj – strange or odd 
 Eileen had a queer feeling that she was being watched. 
Quirk – n – a peculiarity 
 Mr. Smith had a strange quirk of addressing his wife as Mrs. Smith. 

R  
Raccoon – n – an animal with a mask-like stripe across its eyes 
 A raccoon will rip you to shreds if you get between it and its escape route. 
Racquetball – n – a game similar to handball, played with a racquet 
 Karl exercises by playing racquetball twice a week. 
Raise – v – to move to a higher position 
 The club members voted to raise their dues. 
Ramble – v – to wander aimlessly 
 They go for a ramble through the woods every Saturday. 
Rapport – n – relation or connection between people 
 Dr. Abelson had an excellent rapport with his patients. 
Rapture – n – ecstatic joy or delight 
 Jordan listened to the heavenly music with an expression of pure rapture on his face. 
Ravine – n – narrow, steep-sided valley 
 The bus plunged 250 feet into a ravine, killing thirty people. 
Razor – n – an instrument used for shaving 
 The first safety razor was invented by company founder King C. Gillette in 1903. 
Reactor – n – an apparatus in which a nuclear chain-reaction can be obtained 
 The nuclear reactor was shut down for safety reasons. 
Receipt – n – the written acknowledgment of a sale 
 Keep a receipt for anything you buy in case you want to take it back. 
Receive – v – to take possession of 
 It is more blessed to give than to receive. 



Recite – v – to repeat words from memory 
 Abbigail could recite large portions of Shakespeare. 
Recommend – v – to suggest, to present something as worthwhile 
 The waitress said that she could recommend the chicken in mushroom sauce. 
Reduce – v – to bring down to a smaller amount 
 Immerse your foot in ice cold water to reduce the swelling. 
Refrigerator – n – a container in which food is kept cold 
 Sam has the irritating habit of leaving the refrigerator open while he's fixing something to eat. 
Refugees – n – people who flees their country in time of upheaval or persecution 
 Edwina’s ancestors had come to England as refugees. 
Regular – adj – usual or normal 
 Regular exercise has a direct bearing on fitness and health. 
Relieve – v – to ease pain, distress, or anxiety 
 Andy’s jokes helped to relieve the tension. 
Reservoir – n – a place where water is stored 
 The reservoir was very low after the long drought. 
Resign – v – to give up an office or position 

The Senator is under intense pressure to resign. 
Review –  v – to appraise critically 
 The lawyers will review the case and make a recommendation to the client. 
Rhyme – v – to agree with another word in terminal sound 
 Can you find a word to rhyme with “hiccups?”   
Rhythm – n – a strong, regular, repeated pattern of movement or sound 
 As she rocked, Ruth listened to the rhythm of her son’s breathing. 
Ritual – n – prescribed or established procedure 
 The birds were performing a complex mating ritual. 
Routine – n – customary or usual procedure 
 Steve missed the routine of army life. 
Rumor – n – a story without factual confirmation  
 There’s a rumor floating round that the shop is going to close. 
S  
Schedule – n – plan of procedure, with regard to time 
 Marjory’s work schedule includes speaking engagements and other public appearances. 

Scheme – n – underhanded plot, intrigue 
 The scheme was criticized as too idealistic and impracticable. 

Scholar – n – learned person 
 Roger was the most distinguished scholar in his field. 
Scissors – n – cutting instrument with 2 blades 
 Don't use sewing scissors to cut paper or card. 
Shepherd – n – a person who tends sheep 
 The shepherd is bringing his flock down from the hills. 
Sheriff – n – the law-enforcement officer of a county 
 The sheriff rounded up a posse and went after the bank robbers. 
Shield – n – armor worn on the arm for defense 
 The sword glanced off the shield and did not damage it. 
Siege – n – the blockade and attack of a fortified place 
 The city fell after a short siege. 
Sigh – v – to let out one’s breath audibly 
 Teresa breathed a sigh of relief when she heard that her husband had survived the battle. 
Sincere – adj – free of deceit or falseness 
 Season's greetings and sincere wishes for a bright and happy New Year! 
 



Source – n – anything from which something arises 
 Dreams can be a rich source of inspiration for an artist. 
Souvenir – n – an inexpensive reminder of travel 
 Alex bought a model of a red London bus as a souvenir of his trip to Great Britain. 
Spaghetti – n – white  pasta of Italian origin 
 Amanda ate three plates of spaghetti and two bowls of ice cream. 
Stature – n – the height of a human or animal body 
 Charlemagne was a man of great stature. 
Successor – n – something or someone that follows 
 Ted bowed out gracefully after his successor was appointed. 
Suede – n – leather finished with a soft nappy surface 
 Danielle wore a brown suede jacket, belted at the waist. 
Superintendent – n – someone who oversees something 
 John’s father, a high school math and science teacher, became first principal, then superintendent. 
Supervisor – n – someone who supervises work done by others 
 Sylvia does not get on with the plant supervisor. 
Sword – n – a weapon with a blade and a hilt 
 The sword glanced off the shield and did not damage it. 

T 
Tablespoonful – n – the amount held by a tablespoon  
 Place a rounded tablespoonful of filling in lower right corner of strip. 
Tabloid – n – newspaper whose pages are about half the size of a standard newspaper 
 Waiting in line at the supermarket check-out, shoppers are exposed to every kind of tabloid. 
Tackle – n – equipment for fishing 
 Ben spends more money on fishing tackle each month than he does on coffee. 
Tailor – n – a man who makes, mends, or alters clothing for men 
 The tailor took Tony’s measurements for a new suit. 
Tantrum – n – a violent demonstration of rage 
 Florence always flies into a tantrum when she's contradicted. 
Tattoo – n – indelible marking on the skin 
 Harry is planning to get a tattoo of a bullfrog done on his leg. 
Teethe – v – to grow or cut teeth 
 Babies like to chew on something to help them teethe. 
Telescope – n – an instrument for making distant objects appear closer 
 With a good telescope, you can see the mountains on the moon. 
Terrace – n – a raised level with a vertical or sloping front or sides 
 The dining room opens onto a paved terrace. 
Theme – n – a subject of discourse or discussion 
 The book's theme is the conflict between love and duty. 
Thief – n – a person who steals 
 A thief is a thief, whether he steals a diamond or a cucumber. 
Toboggan – n – a long, narrow, flat-bottomed sled 
 Winter is my favorite season because I love to race down snowy hills on my toboggan! 
Tough – adj – strong and durable 
 Elephants have very tough hides. 
Trample – v – to tread or stamp heavily 
 Don't trample on the flowers when you play in the garden. 
Tricycle – n – 3-wheeled vehicle for children 
 Their son just graduated from riding a tricycle to riding a proper bicycle. 
Typewriter – n – machine to produce letters and characters 
 The unemployed reporter pawned his typewriter to pay the rent. 
 



U  
Ukulele – n – small guitar-like instrument 
 Zeke plays two instruments, the guitar and the ukulele. 
Unanswerable – adj – not capable of being answered 
 The question of whether or not exists is scientifically unanswerable. 

V  
Vacuum – n – a space entirely devoid of matter 
 The vacuum inside the tube caused it to implode when the external air pressure was increased. 
Vanilla – n – a flavor made from vanilla beans 
 The pudding was delicately flavored with vanilla. 
Villain – n – a cruelly malicious person 
 At the end of the film, the hero beat the living daylights out of the villain. 
W  
Warranty – n – an assurance 
 Sometimes you have to return a card to the manufacturer before the warranty becomes valid. 
Weird – adj – unearthly or uncanny 
 It was a weird old house, full of creaks and groans. 
Wield – v – to exercise power, authority, or a sword 
 Axel and Alec came to wield extraordinary power in Washington without running for elective office. 
Y  
Yacht – n – a private cruising vessel 
 Hundreds of small boats clustered round the yacht as she sailed into Southampton docks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Intermediate Spelling Words 
 

A  
Aardwolf – n – hyena-like animal of Africa 
 By night, an aardwolf can consume up to 200,000 harvester termites using its sticky, long tongue.  
Aberration – n – departing from the usual course 

Owing to a strange mental aberration he forgot his own name. 
Abridgment – n – shortened form of a book 
 An abridgment of the book has been published for young readers. 
Abscission – n – shedding of flowers, leaves, and fruit following formation of scar tissue in a plant. 
 Abscission of the tightly rolled, needlelike tips of the injured leaves occurred quite often after pruning. 
Acerbate – v – to make sour of bitter 
 His disrespect only served to acerbate the teacher. 
Aficionado – n – devotee of something 
 Ed is an aficionado of the opera, and he also loves art museums. 
Algorithm – n – set of rules for solving a problem 
 The algorithm is the same finite set of instructions no matter how big the numbers. 
Alignment – n – arrangement in a straight line 
 The door needs to be in alignment with the frame before it is installed. 
Allocution – n – statement made by a defendant before sentence is pronounced. 
 During the allocution, the convicted party refused to listen to the judge as she spoke. 
Ancillary – adj – subordinate or subsidiary 
 Ancillary workers in the health service such as cooks and cleaners are often badly paid. 
Apocalypse – n – widespread destruction of disaster 
 The book offers a vision of the future in which there is a great nuclear apocalypse. 
Applique – n – ornamentation applied to material 
 Bead-work, applique, and embroidery can turn a simple long dress into a fancy ball gown. 
Archetype – n – the original model 
 The United States is the archetype of a federal society. 
Avenge – v – to exact satisfaction for 
 Jacob vowed to avenge his brother's murder. 
B 
Babushka – n – a woman’s scarf 
 Ekaterina never went out in public without a babushka covering her hair. 
Baccalaureate – n – a farewell religious service for a graduating class prior to or at commencement  
 Ron, who was a confirmed atheist, decided not to attend his baccalaureate. 
Balalaika – n – Russian musical instrument 
 At the end of the movie, General Zhivago says, “Tonya , can you play the balalaika?” 
Baroque – adj – pertaining to the ornate style of art and architecture in 17th-century Europe 
 It is well worth a visit to Salzburg to see the wonderful Baroque architecture of this elegant city. 
Barracuda – n – a long predaceous fish 
 Barracuda feed on small fish and may protect themselves against larger predators by swimming in schools. 
Bayou – n – marshy arm of a river, usually stagnant 
 Son of a gun, we'll have big fun on the bayou. 
Beleaguer – v – to annoy persistently 
 Serious troubles continue to beleaguer the operators of the Japanese nuclear power plant in Fukushima. 
Belligerence – n – hostile attitude 
 Monica’s increasing belligerence alienated her from her old friends. 
Beret – n – soft, visorless cap 
 MacKenzie’s boots and purple beret identified him as a commander of the Scottish Paratroopers. 
Bivouac – v – to make a military encampment 
 The company was supposed to bivouac overnight and then return to the post the next day. 



Blithe – adj – joyous, glad, or cheerful 
 Shelley called the skylark a " blithe spirit " because of its happy song. 
Boatswain – n – warrant officer on a warship 
 The boatswain, a man named Job, was the most capable man aboard the ship. 
Bourgeois – adj – describing the middle class 
 The bourgeois family model with its breadwinning husband and dependent wife was believed to increase  

male work incentives. 
Boutique – n – small shop within a larger store  
 Simone's boutique was nestled in between a shoe shop and a jewelry shop. 
Boutonniere – n – flower worn on a man’s lapel 
 The father of the bride wore a simple black tux with a white boutonniere in his lapel. 
Boysenberry – n – blackberry-like fruit 
 The bouquet opens with aromas of cherry and boysenberry, gradually revealing a spicy background. 
Buoy – n – float used to mark a water channel 
 A buoy marked the entrance to the marina. 
C  
Cabaret – n –  restaurant providing food, drink, and music 
 The cabaret had good food and a first-rate jazz band. 
Calisthenics – n – gymnastic exercises 
 Sit - ups, trunk twists, and other calisthenics are demonstrated on the videotape. 
Camouflage – n – disguise, cover-up, façade  
 The lizard's light brown skin acts as camouflage in the desert sand. 
Cannoneer – n – artilleryman 
 The cannoneer fired a shot, but his shell was half a mile off. 
Cantankerous – adj – disagreeable to deal with 
 As Ethel grew older, she became more cantankerous and stubborn. 
Cardiopulmonary – adj – pertaining to heart and lungs 
 Alvin tore open his grandfather’s shirt and began cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 
Carnivorous – adj – flesh-/meat-eating 
 The giant snakehead is a carnivorous fish that feasts on pretty much anything in its path. 
Catastrophe – n – sudden and widespread disaster 
 The Black Sea is facing ecological catastrophe as a result of pollution. 
Celerity – n – swiftness, speed 
 Van Helsing returned with extraordinary celerity, bearing with him a surgical case. 
Changeable – adj – liable to change 
 The weather in Great Britain is notoriously changeable. 
Chaparral – n – dense shrubs or trees in southwestern deserts 
 All it takes is a spark from an arcing electric cable to ignite dry grass and waxy chaparral . 
Commemorate – v – to remind in a formal way 
 Some museums commemorate donors by inscribing their names on the walls. 
Connoisseur – n – someone competent to pass critical judgment 
 Only a real connoisseur could tell the difference between these two wines. 
Convalescence – n – gradual recovery to health 
 A tonsillectomy is a minimally invasive procedure with a short hospital stay and rapid convalescence. 
Cornucopia – n – horn of plenty; the property of being extremely abundant 
 The table held a veritable cornucopia of every kind of food or drink you could want. 
Crevasse – n – fissure in ice or earth  

The mountain climber probably fell into a crevasse shortly after leaving his tent, 
Croissant – n – rich, buttery, crescent-shaped roll 
 Ham and cheddar cheese on a fluffy, toasted croissant makes a delicious sandwich. 
Curmudgeon – n – bad-tempered, cantankerous person; someone who clings to outdated ideas 
 Angus was a brooding curmudgeon who thundered against industry, progress, and science. 



Cynic – n – someone who sees life in a primarily negative way; who believes in selfishness as a prime motivation 
A cynic sees things as they are, not as they ought to be.  

D 
Dachshund – n – long German dog originally bred to hunt badgers 
 A wire-haired dachshund, who died at age 21, once held the record as the world's oldest dog. 
Decaffeinate – v – to extract caffeine from something 
 You can learn to decaffeinate black tea at home if you watch this free tea brewing video. 
Denouement – n – final resolution of an intricate plot 
 By midafternoon the play had reached its denouement. 
Diaphragm – n – a sheet of internal skeletal muscle 
 If the diaphragm and rib muscles become paralyzed, breathing becomes impossible and the patient dies. 
Dichotomy – n – division into two parts 
 There is often a dichotomy between what politicians say and what they do. 
Dietitian – n – expert on nutrition 
 The dietitian was helpful, making suggestions as to how I could improve my meal planning. 
Diphthong – n – unsegmented gliding speech sound 
 A diphthong is a vowel made up of two sounds. 
Docile – adj – easily handled or manageable 
 Dierdre is an unusually docile baby. 
E  
Echo – n – repetition of sound produced by reflection 
 The bat compares the sound of its cry with the sound of the returning echo. 
Eclair – n – finger-shaped creampuff 
 Pierre finished his eclair and laid down his fork. 
Eczema – n – inflammatory skin condition 
 The cream helps to soothe cradle cap, dermatitis and eczema. 
Effervescent – adj – bubbling, vivacious, or gay 
 Stir effervescent powders and tablets immediately after they have finished dissolving. 
Eloquence – n – the use of language fluently and aptly 
 Paul’s delivered his speech with warmth, eloquence, passion, and a touch of humor. 
Encumbrance – n – something burdensome 
 Magdalena considered the past an irrelevant encumbrance. 
Exquisite – adj – especially beautiful or charming 
 Anne’s wedding dress was absolutely exquisite. 
Extemporaneous – adj – done without preparation 
 Extemporaneous speaking should be practiced by anyone who desires a career in public service. 
F  
Facsimile – n – exact copy 
 A facsimile of the 1896 book was published in February. 
Fallacious – adj – logically unsound 
 Fallacious and misleading arguments are most easily detected if set out in correct syllogistic form. 
Fascinate – v – to attract and hold attentively 
 Fossils fascinate Leroy so much that he has decided to major in palaeontology. 
Fauna – n – animals of a defined region 
 Tourism is damaging the flora and fauna of the island. 
Flocculent – adj – having a fluffy character or appearance 
 Ferrous sulphate and sodium carbonate produce a flocculent white precipitate, which soon turns green.  
Foliage – n – leaves of a plant 
 The path was completely covered by dense foliage. 
Forage – v – to look for food 
 Horses are able to forage for grass even under deep snow. 
 



Forsythia – n – a shrub of the olive family 
 The forsythia bushes in the back yard yielded a delicate, sweet scent. 
Fraught – adj – full of or accompanied by 
 The long journey through the jungle was fraught with danger. 
Fuchsia – n – bright purplish-red 
 The sunset glowed with shades of fuchsia and orange. 

G 
Gauche – adj – lacking in social grace 
 Adele had grown from a gauche teenager to a self-assured young woman. 
Genre – n – class of artistic endeavor 
 Science fiction as a literary genre is relatively new. 
Germane – adj – relevant 
 The police detective wanted to find anyone with information germane to the case. 
Gerrymander – v – to divide into election districts to give an advantage to one party over another 
 Gov. Elbridge Gerry was the first to gerrymander, hoping it would help his party in an upcoming election.  
Glockenspiel – n – a musical instrument 
 The tone of the celesta is very clear, and much rounder and less tinkling than that of the glockenspiel.  

Gnash – v – to grind or strike the teeth together 
  Clarice tends to gnash her teeth whenever she gets angry. 
Granary – n – storehouse for grain 
 With the Nile floods came the life-giving mud that made Egypt the granary of the ancient world. 
Guillotine – n – French device for beheading 
 French revolutionaries considered death by guillotine to be a more humane method of execution. 
H  
Hallelujah – n – a shout or song of praise 

The minister spoke for a dreadfully long time, quoting the Bible and shouting “hallelujah” now and then. 
Handwrought – adj – formed or shaped by hand, esp. with regard to metal 
 Handwrought nails and hinges are made in Vincent’s own blacksmith shop. 
Harebrained – adj – giddy or reckless 
 Jumping into the icy water in January was a harebrained idea. 
Harpsichord – n –– precursor to the piano 
 The piano was perfected in the early eighteenth century by a harpsichord maker in Italy. 
Hemorrhage – n – a profuse discharge of blood from a ruptured blood vessel or vessels 
 Twelve hours after the accident, Walter suffered a massive brain hemorrhage. 
Heterogeneous – adj – consisting of elements that are not of the same kind or nature 
 Switzerland is a heterogeneous confederation of 26 self-governing cantons. 
Holocaust – n – complete destruction, usu. by fire 
 A nuclear holocaust seemed a very real possibility in the 1950s. 
Homogenize – v – to form by blending unlike elements 
 To homogenize milk, its fat globules must be broken into minute particles and dispersed through the milk. 
Homonym – n – a word the same in sound (and sometimes spelling) that means something different  
 Two words are homonyms if they are pronounced or spelled the same way but have different meanings. 

Humoresque – n – a humorous musical composition 
 The violinist played a humoresque in E minor. 
Hydraulic – adj – employing water or other liquids in motion 
 People came in droves to see the new hydraulic power station beside the dam. 
Hydrolysis – n – chemical decomposition by reacting with water 
 On hydrolysis, sucrose will yield 1 molecule of glucose and I molecule of fructose. 
Hypothesis – n – a proposition set forth to explain some occurrence  

Julia’s study is based on the hypothesis that language simplification is possible. 
Hysterical – adj – marked by excessive or uncontrollable emotion 
 She reacted to the news with hysterical screams. 



I  
Iguana – n – a large lizard native to Central and South America 
 The iguana is one of the few lizards that can live in a relatively cold climate. 
Imperceptible – adj – very slight, gradual, or subtle 
 Suddenly, cued by some imperceptible signal, a thousand birds rise as one thing. 
Impetuous – adj –  characterized by undue haste and lack of thought or deliberation 
 Although the father had been thoughtful and responsible, his son was rash and impetuous. 
Impossible – adj – unable to be done 
 It is impossible to defeat an ignorant person in argument. 
Impromptu – adj – done without previous preparation 
 The announcement was made in an impromptu press conference at the airport. 
Indicator – n – a substance that changes color to indicate the presence of some ion or substance 
 Litmus paper can be used as an indicator of the presence of acid in a solution. 
Infallible – adj – absolutely trustworthy or sure 
  Juries are not infallible—sometimes innocent people are convicted, and guilty people go free. 
Inferior – adj – lower in station, rank or degree 
 Surprisingly, the professor preferred the company of those who were intellectually inferior to himself. 
Insurgence – n – an act of rebellion 
 US troops moved into the Afghan mountains in an offensive to stop Taliban insurgence. 
Interfere – v – to meddle in the affairs of others 
 Those clumps of palm trees interfere with the view from the condo. 
Iridescent – adj – displaying a play of bright colors 
 A magnificent dragonfly with iridescent wings settled on Janeen’s shoulder. 
Isthmus – n – narrow strip of land with water on both sides 
 The north and south ends of the island are linked by a narrow isthmus. 
J  
Jackal – n – a wild, nocturnal, canine scavenger native to Africa and Asia  
 The vulture and the jackal both feed on rotten meat. 
Jacuzzi – n – a whirlpool bath with underwater jets that massage the body 
 The new leisure complex has a sauna, jacuzzi, swimming pool, and tennis courts. 
Joist – n – support beam for floors and ceilings 
 Any time you interrupt more than one joist, the adjacent joists must be doubled to carry the load. 
Juxtaposition – n – placing close together 
 The juxtaposition of man and technology is evident if you take the elevator in a department store. 
K  
Kaiser – n – German or Austrian emperor 
 The rivalry of the two states, cunningly exploited by the German Kaiser, was a root cause of World War I. 
Kaleidoscope – n – continually shifting pattern or scene 
 The street bazaar was a kaleidoscope of colors, smells, and sounds. 
Ketch – n – 2-masted sailing vessel 
 A ketch carries about the same total square footage of sail area as a sloop of the equivalent size. 

Knell – n – sound made by a ringing a bell slowly after a death 
The Bolshevic Revolution tolled the death knell for the Russian monarchy. 

Knoll – n – small rounded hill 
 Hill House was situated on a small knoll just outside the village. 
L  
Labyrinth – n – intricate combinations of paths 
 Each quadrant of the labyrinth has four main meanders. 
Laconic – adj – using a few words concisely 
 Hugh’s laconic introduction provided a perfect counterpoint to Walter's high-octane delivery. 
 



Laggard – n – someone who takes more time than necessary 
 India has been a laggard in securing alternative energy resources overseas. 
Laryngitis – n – inflammation of the larynx 
 Helen’s husband had laryngitis and lost his voice for several days. 
Legionnaire – n – member of a legion 
 Hadrian’s Wall in Great Britain was built by Roman legionnaires over 1,800 ago. 
Leprechaun – n – Irish dwarf or sprite 
 Notre Dame’s mascot is a leprechaun, a mischievous little elf from Irish folklore. 
Liege – adj – describing a feudal lord entitled to primary allegiance 
 The distinction between liege and simple homage began to appear in the twelfth century. 
Luau – n – traditional Hawaiian feast that is usually accompanied by entertainment 
 Kalua Pork, which is cooked in an underground oven all day long, is usually the centerpiece of any luau. 
Luscious – adj – highly pleasing in taste or smell 
 Rich colors and luscious textures are giving women more options in evening wear than in past seasons. 
Lymphatic – adj – pertaining to the lymph system 
 The filtering function of lymphatic tissue enables the tonsils and adenoids to trap pathogens. 
M 
Magnanimous – adj – noble and generous in spirit 
 Jonathan was magnanimous in defeat and praised his opponent's skill. 
Malfeasance – n – wrongdoing by a public official 
 The city government was rife with nepotism, malfeasance, and abuse of public money and facilities. 
Maneuver – v – to act in order to achieve a certain goal 

The pilot was able to maneuver the crippled aircraft out of the hostile area.  
Marquee – n – a large and often sumptuous tent 
 The luncheon took place in a giant marquee with windows looking out across the polo field. 
Masquerade – n – a false outward show 
 Leroy and his wife kept up a masquerade of being happily married for over thirty years. 
Melee – n – a noisy riotous fight 
 Martha lost hold of her son’s hand in the melee of people rushing towards the entrance. 
Mesquite – n – spiny tree found in western North America 
 Longhorn cattle grazed on mesquite and dropped the seeds on drives to the north. 
Minuscule – adj – very small 
 The film was shot in 17 days, a minuscule amount of time for movie-making. 
Monocle – n – eyeglass for one eye 
 The old lady could not read clearly without her monocle. 
Morgue – n – place where bodies are kept 
 Werner had to go to the morgue to ID his father’s body. 
Mosque – n – Muslim place of worship 
 Matthew says that Blue Mosque at Isfahan is the most beautiful building he has ever seen. 
Motif – n – recurring subject, theme, or idea 
 The theme of creation is a recurrent motif in Celtic mythology. 
Mozzarella – n – mild, white, semi-soft Italian cheese 
 The chef created a pizza topped with figs, basil, and mozzarella. 
Muenster – n – white cheese made from whole milk 

For an extra tasty sandwich, the cook recommends two kinds of cheese:  muenster and cheddar. 
Mystique – n – aura of mystery or mystical power 
 Too much publicity has destroyed the mystique of the monarchy. 
N 
Neuter – adj – gender that is neither masculine or feminine 
 Worker bees are neuter. 
Nomenclature – n – names or terms comprising a set or system 
 The nomenclature of chemical substances falls broadly into two categories: organic and inorganic. 



Nonchalant – adj – coolly unconcerned 
 Clark's mother is nonchalant about her role in her son's latest work. 
Nonpareil – n – a flat disk of chocolate covered with beads of colored sugar 
 Jessica’s mother loved chocolate so much that she ate every nonpareil in the box in one sitting. 
Noxious – adj – harmful or injurious to health 
 Noxious gases had built up in the sewer. 
Nuance – n – subtle difference in meaning 
 The painter has managed to capture every nuance of Catherine’s expression. 
Nucleus – n – the core 
 The fortress was the nucleus of the ancient city. 
Nuisance – n – something obnoxious or annoying 
 The dogs next door, who bark at all hours of the night, are a real nuisance. 
O  
Obnoxious – adj – highly objectionable or offensive 
 Victoria’s brother-in-law is an obnoxious know-it-all. 
Obsolescence – n – passing out of use 
 "Planned obsolescence "—where products are deliberately designed to wear out—has greatly increased the  

garbage problem in America. 
Occurrence – n – action fact, or instance of happening 
 It is still impossible to accurately predict the occurrence of earthquakes. 
Ocelot – n – spotted leopard-like cat 
 The dappled fur of the ocelot serves as camouflage in the jungles of South and Central America. 
Ogre – n – monster in fairy tales 
 Jack raced toward the beanstalk, with the ogre right behind him. 
Onyx – n – semi-precious stone with alternating black and white bands 
 The onyx was shipped to Tijuana to be fabricated into bookends, chessmen and other tourist kitsch. 
Ophthalmology – n – science of function and diseases of the eyes 
 Whether human myopia can be arrested or reversed is the subject of some debate in ophthalmology. 
Ordnance – n – cannon or artillery 
 Years after the war, Flemish farmers still unearth unexploded ordnance nearly every day. 
Oscillate – v – to swing or move to and fro 
 The needle on the dial began to oscillate. 
Overwrought – adj – extremely agitated or excited 
 Velma was so tired and overwrought that she burst into tears. 
P 
Palette – n – artist’s board with a thumbhole 
 David paints from a palette consisting almost exclusively of grey and mud brown. 
Palomino – n – horse with golden coat and white mane 

Lila was fond of all the horses on the ranch, but the little palomino was the apple of her eye. 
Pantomime – n – a performance using gestures and body movements without words. 
 Seymour wore a black cloak, like a villain in a pantomime. 
Paralysis – n – loss of movement caused by injury or disease 
 Damage to the spinal cord can cause paralysis of the arms and legs. 
Paraphernalia – n – apparatus needed for an activity 
 The nursery sells pots, gloves, seeds, and other gardening paraphernalia. 
Parochial – adj – narrow minded 
 Local newspapers can sometimes be very parochial. 
Parquet – adj – describing flooring of strips or blocks of wood 
 The parquet floor was bare and highly polished. 
Patrician – adj – aristocratic 
 Although Roosevelt had patrician self – confidence, he was not a snob. 
 



Pavilion – n – building used for shelter, concerts or exhibits 
 More than 1,400,000 people visited the Liberty Bell pavilion last year. 
Penchant – n – strong inclination or liking 
 The current penchant for mixing styles has placed new importance on expressing one’s individuality. 
Penicillin – n – an antibiotic made from penicillium molds 

The discovery of penicillin was a landmark in the history of medicine. 
Penitentiary – n – prison for major offenders 
 The axe murderer served only 10 years at the penitentiary in Stillwater. 
Perennial – adj – lasting for a long time, enduring 
 Teddy bears are a perennial favorite with children. 

Periphery – n – outside the boundary of an area 
 Geographically, the United Kingdom is on the periphery of Europe, while France is at its heart. 
Perseverance – n – the act of persisting 
 Perseverance is failing nineteen times and succeeding the twentieth.  
Phalanx – n – body of troops in close array 
 A solid phalanx of policemen blocked the road. 
Picturesque – adj – visibly charming or quaint enough to be suitable for a picture 
 It was a pretty town with a picturesque harbor and well-preserved buildings. 
Pinnacle – n – the highest stage of development 
 Major Edwards had reached the pinnacle of his military career. 
Pinafore – n – child’s apron 

The girls were dressed alike, in dark blue uniforms with white collars and black pinafores. 
Placard – n – paperboard sign or notice 
 Each student made a placard before going to the protest march. 
Placebo – n – a medication with no actual medicine, usually used in drug trials. 
 Although, Jackie was only given a placebo, she claimed she got better. 
Plumber – n – installer of pipes, etc. 
 The plumber is coming tomorrow to install the new sink. 
Pneumonia – n – inflammation of the lungs 
 Pneumonia can be caused by either bacterial or viral infection. 
Poignant – adj – keenly distressing to the feelings 
 In a particularly poignant moment, Ray interrupted his speech to thank his mother and father. 
Poinsettia – n – the Christmas flower 
 One of the most popular plants at Christmastime is the poinsettia. 
Politicize – v – to bring a political flavor to 
 The Russian government criticized what it called attempts to politicize the Olympics. 
Porridge – n – food made of cereal grains 
 The newlyweds lived frugally on a diet of porridge and popcorn. 
Posthumously – adv – occurring after death 
 Jackson was honored posthumously with the Recording Academy's Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Potpourri – n – a mixture of unrelated things 
 Jessie likes to hang a sachet of potpourri in her closet to make her clothes smell nice. 
Prairie – n – a tract of grassland 
 Leon farmed 2500 acres of Nebraska prairie. 
Prerogative – n – exclusive right or privilege 
 Education was once the prerogative of the elite. 
Pronunciation – n – the standard of the sound and stress patterns of a word or syllable 
 Her husband’s pronunciation of Spanish words is simply terrible. 

Psalm – n – sacred song or hymn 
 Zachary recited a verse of the twenty-third psalm. 
Psychology – n – science of the mind or mental state 
 Dr. Wolf is a specialist in canine psychology and behavior. 



Q  
Quaff – v – to drink a beverage 
 Bonnie couldn’t resist an irresistible urge to quaff several glasses of champagne. 
Quandary – n – state of uncertainty 

Dora is in a bit of a quandary about which of the two jobs she should accept. 
Quarantine – n – strict isolation of ill people 
 Health officials placed the ship's entire crew in quarantine because of an outbreak of legionnaire’s disease. 
Queue – n – a line of people 
 By 7 o'clock a long queue had formed outside the theater. 
Quiche – n – a pie-like custard dish with cheese, meat and/or vegetables 
 This recipe for zucchini quiche has a crust made with baking mix instead of a traditional pie crust. 
Quintessence – n – the pure, concentrated essence of something 
 An American football game is the quintessence of machismo. 
R  
Rambunctious – adj – noisy and lacking in restraint or discipline 

The play areas are lined with soft rubber mats, to protect little bodies from rambunctious climbing. 
Raspberry – n – a red or black edible aggregate berry 
 This full-bodied, supple red wine offers lovely notes of blackberry and raspberry with undertones of spice. 
Rationale – n – a fundamental reason or explanation serving to account for something 
 The rationale behind the council's housing policy is not at all evident. 
Reconnaissance – n – the act of reconnoitering 
 Spotter planes made a preliminary aerial reconnaissance of the island. 
Reggae – n – a style of popular Jamaican music 
 Bob Marley internationalized reggae, making it known throughout the world. 
Reminiscence – n – a mental impression of experiences retained and recalled from the past 
 Reminiscence can provide the counselor with an initial point of contact with the counselee. 
Rescind – v – to annul or repeal by rescinding 
 If one party fails to honor the contract, the other party is entitled to rescind it. 
Rhapsodic – adj – feeling great rapture or delight  
 The rejection of their pay claim was given a less than rhapsodic reception by the miners. 
Rhetoric – n – speaking with much exaggeration, to effectively to please or persuade 
 Zelda’s rhetoric persuaded the crowd to donate 100s of dollars to Whitman County Historical Society. 
Rhubarb – n – a plant of the buckwheat family whose stalks are edible but whose leaves are poisonous 
 After many years of declining popularity, the lowly rhubarb is making a comeback in gourmet circles. 
Roulette – n – game in which players bet on which compartment of a revolving wheel a small ball will land 

Ryan thinks he's discovered a system for winning at roulette. 
S 
Sachet – n – small bag of perfumed powder 
 Jessie likes to hang a sachet of potpourri in her closet to make her clothes smell nice. 
Sacrilegious – adj – pertaining to the violation of anything sacred 
 Hindus believe it is sacrilegious to eat beef because cows are sacred to them. 
Salutatorian – n – the student ranking 2nd in a graduating class 
 All her life, Whitney had wanted to be valedictorian of her class, but she had to settle for being salutatorian. 
Sanctimonious – adj – making a hypocritical show of religious belief 
 The Principal reacted to the school party with an air of sanctimonious disapproval. 
Sapphire – n – blue-colored gemstone 
 Joe bought his girlfriend a ring with a large sapphire surrounded by seed pearls. 
Sarcasm – n – witty or derisive language used to convey insults or scorn 
 “I see that you’ve been working hard,” Margaret said with heavy sarcasm, as she looked at the empty page. 

Satellite – n – a body that revolves around a planet, either a natural moon or a piece of man-made equipment  
 The telecommunications satellite re-entered the Earth’s atmosphere and burned up. 
 



Sauerkraut – n – fermented cabbage 
 Otto ordered Alsatian beer, sausages and sauerkraut for lunch. 
Scandalous – adj – giving offense to moral or ethical sensibilities 
 The project was denounced as a scandalous waste of public money. 
Scarab – n – sacred Egyptian beetle 
 In ancient Egypt, the scarab was the symbol of spontaneous generation, new life, and resurrection. 
Schizophrenia – n – severe mental disorder 

One of the most common symptoms of schizophrenia is hearing imaginary voices. 
Schnauzer – n – German breed of medium-sized dogs 
 The top three dogs in the show were a miniature schnauzer, a bichon frise, and a Chinese crested. 
Sciatic – adj – pertaining to the back of the hip 

There are two sciatic nerves, one to each leg, and they're the biggest nerves in the body. 
Sepulcher – n – tomb, grave, or burial place 
 The ancient Church of the Holy Sepulcher is believed to be the site of Jesus' resurrection. 
Sequoia – n – either of two huge coniferous California trees that reach a height of 300 feet 
 Unlike the California sequoia, the dawn redwood is deciduous, losing its leaves for part of the year. 
Sergeant – n – noncommissioned officer 
 The sergeant barked a succession of orders to the new recruits. 
Sheathe – v – to put a sword into a sheath 
 The two evenly matched opponents finally decided to sheathe their swords and have dinner together. 
Silhouette – n – 2-dimensional representation of the outline of something 
 The dark silhouette of the castle ruins stood out boldly against the fading light. 
Simultaneous – adj – occurring at the same time 
 Georgia can speak French, but simultaneous translation is beyond her capabilities . 
Sleuth – n – a detective 
 Agatha Christie's fictional sleuth often seems scatterbrained, but she is actually a shrewd judge of character. 
Solder – n – an alloy used to fuse joints in metal 
 With capillary fittings, you can use a blowtorch to melt the solder. 
Solemn – adj – grave, sober, or mirthless 
 Elroy’s jokes were wholly inappropriate at the solemn reception following his boss’s funeral. 
Sovereign – n – monarch or king 
 George VI was the sovereign of the United Kingdom and the British Commonwealth from 1936 to 1952. 
Specter – n – ghost, phantom, or apparition 
 The specter of the murdered man supposedly haunted the house where he died. 
Straitjacket – n – garment made to subdue mental patients 
 Brody was locked in a padded cell and forced to wear a straitjacket. 
Stimulus – n – something that arouses something else to action 
 Light is a stimulus to growth in plants. 
Suave – adj – having a sophisticated charm 
 Cary Grant had a suave and sophisticated style typical of matinee idols of the thirties. 
Subpoena – n – writ for summoning a witness or evidence 
  The police were not allowed subpoena the drunk driver’s doctor or medical records. 
Subtle – adj – thin, tenuous, or delicate in meaning 
 The two paintings are similar, but there are subtle differences between them. 
Succinct – adj – expressed in a few words, concise 
 A skeleton argument should therefore be as succinct as possible. 
Sufficiency – n – adequacy 
 The Civil War had a dramatic effect on the South’s economic sufficiency. 
Supersede – v – to replace or move into the position of 
 Freeways have largely superseded ordinary roads for long-distance travel. 
Surety – n – security against loss or damage 

Rhonda was granted bail with a surety of $5000. 
 



Surveillance – n – watch kept over a person or group 
 The police have been keeping the nightclub under surveillance because of suspected illegal drug activity. 
Symposium – n – an academic meeting 
 Geneva attended an international symposium on population growth in Vienna. 
Synod – n – an assembly of religious delegates 
 There were only a few dozen synagogues and fewer rabbis, yet the synod took two decades to convene. 
Synonym – n – a word having the same meaning as another 
  The definition of a word is not necessarily limited to a synonym or two.  

T 
Tabernacle – a place or house of worship 

According to Augustine of Hippo, the Israelites used Egyptian gold to build the tabernacle of God. 
Tableau – a picture of a scene 
 This panoramic tableau from Burroughs’ novel, Thuvia, Maid of Mars, epitomizes Frazetta’s singular style. 
Tabular – adj – arranged into a table 
 It is easy to update the data if it is in tabular form: you simply add an extra column for each new each year. 
Tachometer – n – a machine to measure the speed of rotation 

The speedometer, tachometer, and fuel gauge and should be placed on the dashboard in a way that keeps the field of 

vision clear. 

Tambourine – n – small drum with metal jingles 
 Joseph played the drums, and sometimes the tambourine, in a band called Fields of Grass. 
Tandem – n – an arrangement of two or more objects or persons one behind another 
 The two poems by Horace should be read in tandem, as charming examples of his frequently cajoling mood. 
Tangible – adj – capable of being touched 
 The plaintiffs lost their case as no tangible injury had been done to their property. 
Tantalize – v – to torment or tease 
 The considerate hostess removed the cake from the table so as not to tantalize her diet-conscious guest. 
Tassel – n – an ornament made of threads 
 The blue silk mortar board Carol wore to graduation was embellished only by a black button and tassel. 
Taunt – v – to mock 
 The other children used to taunt Joel in the playground because he wore glasses. 
Temblor – n – earthquake 
 The temblor sent thousands of office workers in Seattle fleeing into the streets. 
Thesaurus – n – dictionary of synonyms and antonyms 
 Lucy’s vocabulary was so extensive that, when writing, she seldom needed to consult a thesaurus. 
Thorough – adj – painstakingly careful and exhaustively complete 
 The police carried out a thorough search of the building. 

Titlist – n – titleholder, champion 
 On March 13, 1999, Lewis faced titlist Evander Holyfield in New York City 
Tongue – n – organ in the mouth 
 Human beings have 2 ears and 2 eyes but only 1 tongue, thus we should hear and see more than we speak. 
Tonsillectomy – n – removal of the tonsils 
 A tonsillectomy is a minimally invasive procedure with a short hospital stay and rapid convalescence. 
Torque – n – a twisting force 
 The more torque an engine has, the bigger the load it can pull in the same gear. 
Translucent – adj –  allowing light to pass through, but not clearly 
 The building is roofed entirely with translucent corrugated plastic. 
Trichotomy – n – division into 3 parts 
 Within a philosophical context, Martin Luther kept the traditional trichotomy of body, soul, and spirit. 
Trough – n – a container (usually in a barn or stable) from which farm animals feed.  
 All the pigs ate out of the same trough. 
Tyrannize – v – to exercise absolute power 
 Jack was one of those school bullies who liked to tyrannize the whole playground. 



V  
Vaccinal – adj – pertaining to vaccination 
 Vaccinal prevention is the most safe and effective measurement to deal with tropical theileriosis. 
Vaudeville – n – theatrical entertainment 
 After starting out in vaudeville, George and Gracie Burns rose to fame in radio and television. 
Vehemence – n – intensity or forcefulness of expression 
 Laura argued with such vehemence against the proposal that the school board decided to abandon it. 
Vengeance – n – violent revenge 
 Bruce swore vengeance against the man who murdered his father. 
Vermicelli – n – a form of pasta 
 For her birthday dinner, Adelle requested stewed pork with vermicelli. 
Viscount – n – the son or younger brother or a count 

Princess Diana was the daughter of Edward John Spencer, who was Viscount Althorp when she was born. 
W  
Wheelwright – n – someone who makes and repairs wooden wheels 

Taking individual orders from his customers, the wheelwright built each cart for the particular conditions of a 
particular farm. 

Z  
Zeppelin – n – rigid airship, dirigible 
 The two best airships of the 1930s were the giant Graf Zeppelin and the luxurious Hindenburg. 
Zucchini – n – a prolific summer squash 
 You can only give away so many zucchini before friends, neighbors, and co-workers start avoiding eye contact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Advanced Spelling Words 
 

A 
Abaciscus – n –a small mosaic tile used to create ornamental floors with detailed patterns 
 It took many an abaciscus to create the stunningly beautiful floor in the mosque. 
Abatjour – n – a device for diverting light into buildings 
 The abatjour let in enough light to grow house plants in the interior apartment. 
Abattoir – n – slaughterhouse 
 Abattoir workers and tanners are at most risk of developing cutaneous anthrax. 
Abecedarian – n – someone learning the rudiments of something (such as the alphabet) 
 That little abecedarian is a quick learner. 
Abeyant – adj – temporarily suspended 
 This page lists peerages in Great Britain that are currently abeyant. 
Absorbefacient – n – Something that induces or facilitates absorption 
 Adding the right kind of absorbefacient to the spill on the garage floor made it easier to clean up the mess. 
Acaulescent – adj – stemless or nearly so 
 "Agave delamateri" is an acaulescent species that forms rosettes up to 40 inches in diameter. 
Accoucheur – n – an assistant in childbirth, historically male 
 Napoleon chose Jean-Louis Baudelocque as accoucheur to his second wife, the Empress Marie-Louise. 
Acquiesce – v – to comply or submit 
 Marilyn’s parents will never acquiesce to such an unsuitable marriage. 
Aerogramme – n – a sheet of lightweight paper that is folded into its own envelope and sent airmail at a low rate  
 The aerogramme is no longer available for purchase, but one can still be mailed if extra postage is paid. 
Affenpinscher – n – breed of dog with wiry hair 
 Joe, a one-year-old toy Affenpinscher, won Best In Show at the Westminster Dog Show in 2013. 
Ageusia – n – complete loss of taste functions of the tongue 
 Joy suffered from ageusia and could no longer taste sweetness, sourness, bitterness, saltiness, or umami. 
Albescent – adj – becoming whitish 
 Albescent seedlings are caused by a variation in the sequence of chloroplast DNA. 
Amethyst – n – purple quartz gem 

Amethyst, beryl, garnet, ruby, sapphire and topaz and are just some of the gems found in Sri Lanka. 
Amphitheater – n – oval or round stadium with an open center 
 The Emperor Vespasian began the construction of the Flavian Amphitheater, better known as the Colosseum. 
Ampullaceous – adj – shaped like a bottle or an inflated bladder 
 The deepest resting hair follicles have an ampullaceous swelling at the base. 
Anathematize – v – to denounce or curse 
 In 451, the Council of Chalcedon voted to anathematize Nestorius for his rejection of Mary as “mother of God.” 
Androgynous – adj – both male and female 
 Belinda’s look is very androgynous; she considers herself a fashion chameleon. 
Ankh – n – a “handled cross” – the Egyptian symbol of immortality 
 Maat, the Egyptian goddess of justice, is usually depicted holding a scepter in one hand and an ankh in the other. 
Anopheles – n – malaria-causing mosquito 
 The disease is transmitted by the female anopheles, which is native to Africa, and it can be contracted repeatedly. 
Apartheid – n – segregation in South Africa 
 The National Party imposed apartheid in 1948, institutionalizing previous racial segregation. 
Appaloosa – n – hardy breed of riding horse 
 The Virginian's white Appaloosa was named Joe D., and Trampas' buckskin horse was named Buck. 
Aqueous – adj – watery 
 Behind the retina lies the anterior chamber, filled with the aqueous humour. 
Armoire – n – a moveable wardrobe or cupboard 
 A great gift Valentine’s Day would be a jewelry armoire containing a single, dazzling diamond ring. 
 



Arrhythmia – n – an interruption in the heartbeat 
 Mitral valve regurgitation can cause arrhythmia. 
Ascetic – n – someone who practices religious self-denial 
 Other forms of holiness - that of the virgin and the ascetic - were assimilated to martyrdom. 
Aurochs – n – extinct European wild oxen 
 Aurochs are thought to have been hunted to extinction in Britain during the Bronze Age. 
Autocephalous – adj – describing a bishop not subordinate to a superior 
 Many Christian denominations have an autocephalous ecclesiastical hierarchy of leadership. 
Avuncular – adj – pertaining to an uncle 
 Homer Wells, an orphan, grew up in a Maine orphanage directed by kindly, avuncular Dr. Wilbur Larch. 
Azimuth – n – the angle between the vertical plane of a celestial body and the plane of the meridian.  
 Zero degrees azimuth is usually set toward a heading of true north. 
B  
Babiche – n – type of cord or lacing of rawhide or sinew traditionally made by Native Americans 

The hide was cut in a spiral pattern, producing a long narrow strip of babiche. 
Bacchanal – n – drunken revelry 
 The fraternity was accused of drugging and assaulting several female students at its annual bacchanal. 
Bacciferous – adj – bearing or producing berries 
 The inland dunes are covered with bacciferous shrubs that attract a variety of birds. 
Badinage – n – light, playful banter 
 “I Spy,” a TV show from the mid-1960s, featured a great deal of improvised badinage between its two stars. 
Bagatelles – n – things of little value or significance 
 The children woke on Christmas morning to find their stockings stuffed with bagatelles. 
Baize – n – a type of felt used on billiard tables 
 The pool table had a slate base, covered in green baize. 
Baksheesh – n –  tip or gratuity in the Middle East 
 All the paperwork seemed correct, except that most important paperwork of all - the baksheesh. 
Banquette – n – long bench with an upholstered seat 
 The parlor car had banquette seating, a bar, Wi-Fi access, and swivel chairs for enjoying the scenery. 
Bassarisk – n – a carnivorous mammal 
 The ringtail cat or bassarisk is sometimes called a "civet cat," after similar but unrelated omnivores of Africa. 
Bdellium – n – a resin obtained from plants 
 Along the coast of the Erythraean Sea grows a profusion of plants from which bdellium is derived. 
Bellwether – n – someone or something that leads the way 
 Nevada is considered a political bellwether, having correctly voted for every president except once since 1912.  
Beneficence – n – the doing of good 
 Christians believe that angels are the dispensers and administrators of divine beneficence. 
Beriberi – n – disease caused by lack of vitamin B1 
 A thiamine-deficient diet based only white rice can cause beriberi. 
Beryllium – n – a  hard, light metallic element 
 Beryllium is classified as an alkaline earth metal although it is a chemically weak or post transition metal. 
Bight – n – the middle part of a rope 
 Grab the tip of the bight and pull it through the loop. 

Bludgeon – n – short, heavy club with a heavy end 
 The old man’s walking stick served him as a bludgeon on several occasions. 
Boudoir – n – a woman’s private sitting room 
 Only Mimi's intimates were admitted to her boudoir. 
Bouffant – adj – describing a puffy, teased hairdo 
 Annette uses platform shoes and bouffant hair to appear taller. 
Bucolic – adj – pertaining to shepherds or country life 
 The painting shows a typically bucolic scene with peasants harvesting crops in a field. 

 



C 
Cacophony – n – harsh discordance of sound 
 A cacophony of voices in a dozen languages filled the train station. 
Caique – n – single-masted sailing vessel 
 A plump caique maneuvered past towing a line of six little lamp-boats, like a mallard with ducklings. 
Cantle – n – the hind part of a saddle 
 The built up cantle of a solid-treed saddle enabled horsemen to use lance more effectively. 
Carillon – n – set of bells sounded by hand or pedals 
 Each of the bell towers houses a grand carillon. 
Cartouche – n – an oval enclosing a group of Egyptian hieroglyphs, typically representing the name a monarch 
 An ivory pen case was found inscribed with the cartouche of Ramses III. 
Catafalque – n – raised structure on which the body of a dead person rests 
 Kennedy's casket was placed on a catafalque previously used for the funerals of the Unknown Soldiers. 
Catarrh – n – inflammation of a mucous membranes of the nose and throat 
 After a cold, many patients complain of persistent catarrh. 
Caterwaul – v – to utter wailing cries, like a cat 
 Later that night, all the cats in the neighborhood began to caterwaul. 
Cauterize – v – burn for curative purposes 
 In the 1860s, doctors would cauterize the open end of an amputated limb to stop haemorrhaging. 
Chattel – n – personal as opposed to real property 

For most of history women had no rights and were held legally their husbands’ chattel. 
Cirrhosis – n – disease of the liver 
 Billie Holiday died of cirrhosis of the liver in 1959. 
Claque – n – hired audience 
 Enrico Caruso was once booed by a section of the audience because he failed to pay a claque to cheer for him. 
Contemn – v – to treat with disdain or scorn 
 Gordon was a soldier and a gentleman, and he was accustomed to contemn all dangers. 
Continuum – n – continuous extent, series, or whole 
 Piaget conceptualized development as a continuous process along a continuum. 
Convivial – adj – occupied with - or fond of - the pleasures of good company 
 The atmosphere in the lounge is relaxed and convivial and new friendships are often forged after dinner. 
Copacetic – adj – fine, completely satisfactory 
 We haven’t lost our luggage or missed a flight, so our trip has been copacetic so far. 
Corporeity – n – materiality 
 Immortality without corporeity is not conceivable as the perfect state for many who believe in the afterlife. 
Cuirass (kwirass) – n – defensive armor for the torso 
 For battle most medieval knights wore a cuirass,  helmet, and greaves. 
Culottes – n – women’s full, knee-length trousers 
 Culottes are often very comfortable and look like a skirt from a distance. 
D  
Daguerreotype – n – a photograph made by an early photographic process 

The only way to reproduce a daguerreotype is to photograph it. 
Demesne – n – landed property (especially in the country) retained by the owner for his own use and not rented. 
 Robert and his heirs were faced with the task of restoring the ducal demesne and strengthening ducal power. 
Demitasse – n – small cup of strong black coffee  
 Sugar is often added to demitasse, but never milk or cream. 
Desiccate – v – to preserve by removing all water and liquids 
 Over the next few billion years the expanding sun will eventually desiccate Earth, leaving it dry and lifeless. 
Dhow – n – a lateen-rigged sailing vessel used by Arabs  
 A gentle breeze filled the huge sail of the dhow. 
Diaphanous – adj – sheer and light 
 Geraldine was wearing a dress of diaphanous pink silk. 



Dilettante – n – someone who takes up an occupation as an amusement 
A dilettante who solves mysteries for his own amusement, Lord Peter Wimsey is the archetype for the British 
gentleman detective. 

Dinghy – n – small boat designed as a lifeboat 
 The island has a cathedral-like cavern accessible only by dinghy and kayak. 
Dormouse – n – a rodent resembling a small squirrel 
 The dormouse was domesticated and raised for food in by the ancient Romans and Etruscans. 
Doubloon – n – a former gold coin of Spain 
 Ahab nailed a doubloon to the mast, promising to give it to the first man to sight Moby Dick. 
E 
Egregious – adj – conspicuously and outrageously bad or reprehensible.  
  “Mac and Me,” one of the worst movies ever made, is particularly noted for its egregious product placement. 
Emphysema – n – irreversible disease of the lungs 
 Pat Nixon died on June 22, 1993, of emphysema and lung cancer. 
Ephemeral – adj – lasting a very short time 
 Fame in the world of rock and pop music is largely ephemeral. 
Equestrienne – n – a woman who rides horses 
 Sonja Henie was not only an Olympic skater, but also a nationally ranked tennis player and skilled equestrienne. 
Ersatz – adj – serving as an inferious substitute 
 Waldo is allowed to eat ersatz chocolate made from carob beans, but it's a poor substitute for the real thing. 
Escutcheon – n – a shield with a coat of arms 
 The national emblem of Greece is a blue escutcheon with a white cross and two laurel branches. 
Eviscerate – v – to disembowel 
 When Rex was in the hospital, Bree discovered his affair with Maisy and threatened to eviscerate him. 
Exsiccate – v – to remove the moisture from 
 Maxine wants to exsiccate the fruit so she can take it on her trip without refrigerating it. 
F  
Facetious – adj – not taken seriously, cleverly amusing 

A facetious presidential candidate for 1968 was a pig named Pigasus, to illustrate the Yippy premise that "one 
pig's as good as any other." 

Fasciation – n – a mutation in plants that results in flattened stems and distorted flowers, fruit, and roots 
 Plant fasciation can cause strange growths on stems and flowers, but can easily be pruned out. 
Fiefdom – n – the estate of a feudal lord 
 El Cid, with a combined Christian and Moorish army, began maneuvering to create his own fiefdom in Valencia. 
Fizgig – n – a whirling, hissing firework 
 We nailed the fizgig to a fence post, but after it was lit, it flew off and hit Jean in the head. 
Flaccid – adj – soft and limp 
 Even while the muscles appear flaccid, some nerve threads may be functional. 
Formaldehyde – n – colorless, toxic gass 
 Spider plants absorb formaldehyde, which is found in synthetic carpets, underlay, and wood treatments. 
Frankincense – n – aromatic gum resin  
 In China frankincense was once thought to be a treatment for leprosy. 
Fricassee – n – meat browned, stewed, and served in its own sauce 
 Popular  Cajun dishes include hamburger steak, smothered rabbit, turkey necks, and chicken fricassee. 
Frieze – n – decorative band on an outside wall 
 On the walls just outside the Biltmore Estate’s Winter Garden are copies of the Parthenon frieze. 
Fulsome – adj – unpleasantly and excessively suave or ingratiating in manner or speech 
 After his faux pas, Cyrus had to make a fulsome apology and do some serious groveling. 
Fusillade – n – a rapid and simultaneous discharge of firearms 
 The first officers who burst into the house were met with a fusillade of bullets. 

 



G 
Gabardine – n – firm, tightly woven twill fabric 
 Thomas Burberry is also known as the inventor of gabardine. 
Gallimaufry – n – hodgepodge, jumble 
 Michael Quinion’s latest book is called, "Gallimaufry: A Hodgepodge of Our Vanishing Vocabulary." 
Garrote – n – an instrument of execution by strangulation 
 Some versions of the garrote incorporated a metal bolt which pressed in to the spinal chord, breaking the neck. 
Gesundheit – exclamation – meaning “healthiness,” wished after a sneeze 
 As the cartoon fades, Tweety says "Gesundheit!" to Sylvester, who can’t stop sneezing. 
Gewgaw – n – a cheap piece of showy jewelry or ornament 
 While some little girls love a bright gewgaw, their taste in jewelry often improves as they mature. 
Ghillie – n – low-cut, tongueless shoe 
 The Ghillie is a modern development of the brogue used by Scottish highlanders. 
Glaucescent – adj –  becoming light bluish-green 
 The top of the plant is dark green but the lower part is glaucescent, with white hairs crowded along the veins.  
Glyph – n – pictograph or hieroglyph 
 The basic unit of Maya hieroglyphic text is a block glyph, which transcribes a word or phrase. 
Gnome – n – a small being that guards the interior treasures of the earth 
 Margaret's yard was brightened up by a statue of a brightly colored garden gnome. 
Gnosis – n – intuitive knowledge of spiritual truths 
 Gnosis may be best characterized as the inner union between individual consciousness and divine revelation. 
Godet – n – a triangular piece of fabric inserted to give fullness 
 Stella was very petite, but her waist was thick and the seamstress had to insert a godet to make the dress fit. 
Golliwog – n – a grotesque person 
 Carol Thatcher made headlines when she called tennis player Jo Wilfred Tsonga "a golliwog.” 
Grandiloquence – n –  loftiness or pompousness in speech 
 Milton's use of blank verse, in addition to his grandiloquence of voice and vision, influenced later poets. 
Guillemot – n – a seabird of Northern waters 
 The cliff-nesting common guillemot lays its eggs on bare rock. 
H  
Habiliments – n – clothing 
 Kelly suddenly appeared on the scene, clothed in startlingly bold habiliments 
Hackamore – n – simple, looped bridle for a horse 
 The hackamore utilizes a heavy noseband rather than a bit and is most often used to train young horses. 
Halcyon – adj – calm or peaceful 

Maxine recalled the halcyon days of her youth. 
Halophyte – n – plant that thrives in saline soil 

The halophyte grows in areas of high salt concentration, including coastal salt marshes and inland salt flats. 
Handbreadth – n – unit of linear measure, equal to the width of a hand without the thumb (about 4 inches) 
 The Treaty of the Triple Alliance specified that Argentina must not obtain "a handbreadth of territory" above the  

Pilcomayo River. 
Hartebeest – n – large African antelope 
 Hartebeest are mainly found in medium and tall grasslands, including savannas 
Hegemony – n – predominant influence by one country over another 
 One of the keys to Europe's world hegemony was her military superiority. 
Herbage – n – nonwoody, succulent herbaceous vegetation of pasture land 
 The herbage of this area produces the milk necessary to make a fine cheese. 
Hieroglyphics – n –  Egyptian pictographic writing 
 Historians used the Rosetta stone to crack the code of Egyptian hieroglyphics. 
Hirsute – adj – covered with hair 
 Chewbacca is a Wookiee, a tall, intelligent, hirsute biped from the planet Kashyyyk. 
 



Histrionic – adj – pertaining to actors or acting 
 Jocelyn put on a histrionic display of grief at her ex-husband's funeral. 
Hoatzin – n – blue-faced Amazon bird 
 The hoatzin is known in Guyana as the Canje pheasant. 
Hootenanny – n – social gathering for singing 
 Bob Dylan appeared for the first time at Carnegie Hall in 1961 as part of an all-star hootenanny. 
Horripilation – n – goose bumps 
 Horripilation is a musical genre which draws wide dark emotional elements from horror films, 
Howdah – n – seat on an elephant 
 The Carthaginian general Hannibal rode in a howdah atop his favorite war elephant, Surus. 
Hoyden – n – a boisterous, bold, and carefree girl; a tomboy 
 Determined to keep up with her twin brother, Josie was quickly becoming a little hoyden. 
Hydrangea – n – shrub with showy flowers 
 Dead, ragged heads of the climbing hydrangea can be removed by cutting where the stem joins the main branch. 
Hyena – n – doglike carnivore of Africa 
 The hyena has tremendous power in its jaws, enabling it to crack large bones. 
Hyperpyrexia – n – abnormally high fever 
 Cooling hydrotherapy is often successful in the treatment of hyperpyrexia. 
Hypotenuse – n – side of a right triangle opposite the right angle 
 The square of the length of the hypotenuse equals the sum of the squares of the lengths of the other two sides. 
I  
Ichneumon (iknoomen) – n – African mongoose 
 In medieval literature, the ichneumon was the enemy of the dragon. 
Ichthyophagist – n – someone who eats only or mostly fish 
 The ichthyophagist in me appreciates the superb taste and texture of the marbled grouper.. 
Idiosyncrasy – n – a behavioral attribute that is distinctive and peculiar to an individual. 

Even saints should be permitted an idiosyncrasy or two! 
Impeccable – adj – flawless, esp. in dress 
 Andrew had impeccable taste in clothes. 
Indubitably – adv – something that can’t be doubted, utterly obvious 

Although Sherlock Holmes never said, “Elementary, my dear Watson”; he frequently said, “Indubitably, Watson.” 
Inexorable – adj – unyielding or unalterable 
 In the vast Adrar desert, which borders Western Sahara, an inexorable drought governs nature and man. 
Ingurgitate – v – to swallow greedily 
 Teenage boys often ingurgitate their food. 
Iniquitous – adj – wicked, sinful 
 In the early 1800s, the British legislated reforms against what they believed to be iniquitous Indian practices. 
Innuendo – n – an intimation about a person or thing 
 In the runoff campaign both candidates used negative campaign tactics, personal attack and innuendo. 
Inscrutable – adj – of an obscure nature 
 Madelaine answered the reporter’s questions with the inscrutable face of a diplomat. 
Insomnolence – n – sleeplessness 
 The side effect of the drug is benign, with only a small incidence of insomnolence in the clinical trials. 
Intermezzo – n – a short musical entertainment, usually performed between acts of a play or opera. 

“Scheherazade” is unified by short introductions in the 1st, 2nd & 4th movements, & an intermezzo in the 3rd.  
Interregnum – n – space between reigns 
 All theatres were closed down by the Puritan government during the Interregnum. 
Intransigent – adj – refusing to compromise 
 Bilbo tried to ransom the Arkenstone to prevent war, but Thorin was intransigent. 
Inveigle – v – to entice by flattery 
 Adele’s son tried to inveigle her into giving him the money for a car. 
 



Inveigh – v – to protest strongly, attack with words 
 The Greek philosopher Diogenes liked to inveigh against luxury and riches. 
Irascible – adj – easily provoked to anger 
 Dennis’s neighbor, Mr. Wilson, became more and more irascible as he grew older. 
J  
Jalousie – n – window made of glass slats 
 The style was pure 1950s: asbestos siding, aluminum jalousie windows, and dark wood paneling inside. 
Jambalaya – n – a rice and meat stew of Creole origin 
 One of Bubba’s favorite dishes is Shrimp Jambalaya. 
Jocose – adj – given to joking or jesting 
 Ronald’s jocose manner was unsuitable for such a solemn occasion. 
Juvenescent – adj – being youthful 
 The name “Julius” is juvenescent theophoric name of "Jove," one of the older names of the god Iupiter. 
K  
Kepi – n – French military cap 
 In World War II, the helmet replaced the traditional French kepi. 
Kinkajou – n – arboreal animal from central and south America 
 A study of the foraging behavior of the kinkajou showed that it feeds on a variety of plants. 
Klaxon – n – loud electric horn 
 At 4:00 am the klaxon for reveille sounded. 
Klieg – n – powerful arc lights once used in movie-making 
 In 1911, Anton Kliegl invented a carbon arc lamp known as the Klieg, which doubled the brightness available. 
Kowtow – v – to show servile deference 
 When approaching the Imperial throne, one was expected to kowtow before the Chinese Emperor. 
L  
Lachrymal – adj – pertaining to tears 
 Scopula cuneilinea is an Asian moth attracted to the eyes of cattle for their lachrymal secretions. 
Legerdemain – n – sleight of hand 
 By a feat of legerdemain, the magician produced a rabbit from his hat. 
Licit – adj – lawful 
 Tasmania is one of the world's major suppliers of licit opiate products. 
Locus – n – place or locality 
 Barcelona is the locus of Spanish industry. 
Loquacious – adj – talking too freely 
 Once an energetic and loquacious politician, Charles now few grants interviews and reads his speeches  
Lucent – adj – shining 
 The surface of microcrystalline glass is lucent pyroceramic, so even small scratch is obvious. 
Lynx – n – a short-tailed wildcat with tufted ears 
 Research suggests there are fewer than 650 Iberian lynx left in the wild. 
M 
Macaque – n – a shoty-tailed monkey with big cheek pouches 
 This black macaque is found only in northwestern parts of Indonesia 
Maelstrom – n – large, violent whirlpool 
 The canoe was tossed about in the maelstrom. 
Manatee – n – aquatic mammal of coastal waters 
 The average manatee is about 9 feet long and weighs about 1,000 pounds. 
Marionette – n – puppet manipulated by strings 
 Jiminy watched as Geppetto finished working on a wooden marionette whom he named Pinocchio. 
Mellifluous – adj – sweetly or smoothly flowing 
 The warm, mellifluous voice of Paul Heaton often masks the jagged satirical content of his lyrics. 
 



Mendacious – adj – habitually telling lies 
 The mendacious beggar told a different tale of woe at every house. 
Meringue – n – topping for pies made of egg whites and sugar. 
 Baked Alaska is a layer of cake covered with ice cream and meringue and broiled. 
Metamorphosis – n –  transformation 
 A recurring theme in Zimbabwean art is the metamorphosis of man into beast. 
Meticulous – adj – taking extreme care about tiny details 
 Years of doing meticulous research had made her very precise in her working methods. 
Mezzanine – n – the lowest balcony in a theater 
 There are still a few seats left in the mezzanine. 
Microcosm – n – a miniature model of something 
 The audience was selected to create a microcosm of American society. 
Millennium – n – 1000 years 
 Abner lived long enough to ring in the new millennium. 
Mnemonic – adj – assisting memory 
 MACRO is a mnemonic device for the 5 main techniques: Memory, Aims, Concentration, Review and Organization. 
Multiplicand – n – a number to be multiplied by another 
 Factors being multiplied together are sometimes called the "multiplicand" and the "multiplier”. 
Munificent – adj – very generous 
 Munificent benefactor Alice Walton has donated over $300 to the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art.  

N  
Narcissism – n – excessive self-love 
 The essence of narcissism is the admiration of self. 
Nascent – adj – beginning to exist or develop 
 A nascent nationalist movement is emerging in the Ukraine. 
Nebulous – adj – hazy, vague, or indistinct 
 Ryan has a few nebulous ideas about what she might like to do in the future, but nothing definite. 
Niche – n – a position particularly well suited to the person who occupies it 
 Harry managed to create a niche for himself in local politics. 
Nihilism – n – total rejection of established laws and institutions 
 Although nihilism and existentialism are distinct philosophies, they are often confused with one another. 
Nonce – n – the present or immediate occasion  
 Suzanne’s melancholy, for the nonce, had disappeared. 
Nouveau – adj – newly or recently created 
 The nouveau riche often have difficulty finding social acceptance in elite society. 
O  
Obeisance – n – bow or curtsy 
 Rodrigo made a deep obeisance to the queen. 
Objurgate – v – to denounce vehemently, to upbraid sharply 
 Don't objurgate yourself, or beat yourself up, if you don’t know the answer. 
Obloquy – n – a false accusation or a malicious misrepresentation of someone's words or actions. 
 The people's faith in their leaders will be destroyed if they are held up to contempt, ridicule, and obloquy. 
Obsequious – adj – showing servile deference, fawning 
 Wilma is almost embarrassingly obsequious to anyone in authority. 
Obstreperous – adj – noisy and stubbornly defiant 
 Vern becomes obstreperous when he's had a few drinks. 
Occlude – v – to close, shut or stop up 
 A tourniquet should occlude venous and lymphatic return. 
Oleaginous – adj – excessively oily  
 Oilseed rape is an important oleaginous crop. 
Omniscience – n – infinite knowledge 
 it would be presumptuous for anyone to claim God-like omniscience and omnipotence. 



Onerous – adj – burdensome 
 Jane’s household duties were not particularly onerous. 
Opalesce – v – to exhibit a play of colors such as in an opal 
 The raindrops caught in a the spider’s web seemed to opalesce. 
Opprobrious – adj – outrageously disgraceful  
 Toby ransacked his extensive vocabulary in order to find opprobrious names to call his sister. 
Ostracism – n – exclusion from social acceptance 
 AIDS victims often experience social ostracism and discrimination. 
Oxymoron – n – contradictory figure of speech 

 PETA claims that Whole Foods’ term “humane meat” is an oxymoron. 

P 
Pachyderm – n – elephant 
 A pachyderm arrived on July 1, 802, at Charlemagne’s residence in Aachen. 
Paean – n – song of praise or joy 
 “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” is a deft comedy and - most of all - a paean to the power of love. 
Panacea – n – remedy for all disease or ills 
 Some people think technology is not a panacea for all our problems. 
Panache – n – distinctive and stylish elegance 

Gina wore her clothes with typical Italian panache. 
Panegyric – n – lofty oration in praise of someone 
 Claudian's panegyric to the Emperor Honorius records the last known official triumph in the city of Rome. 
Panoply – n – wide-ranging and impressive display 

There is a whole panoply of remedies and drugs available to the modern doctor. 
Papyrus – n – tall aquatic plant from which the ancient Egyptians made a type of paper 
 The contents of the papyrus are a commentary on the mythical poetry of Orpheus. 
Pariah – n – outcast 
 Tom came upon the juvenile pariah of the village, Huck Finn, son of the town drunkard. 
Parsec – n – 3.26 light-years 
 Assuming a distance of 643 light-years, the cometary structure is estimated to be at least 1 parsec wide. 
Peccadillo – n – a slight sin or offense 

More and more, people are tolerating an extra-marital peccadillo or two by public figures. 
Peccary – n – pig-like animal of the Americas  
 The Amazon is known for its utilization of native meats such as the Capybara, turtles, Peccary, and Paca. 
Peignoir – n – woman’s dressing gown 
 She was shrouded in a lacy white peignoir that reached to the floor and enfolded her entire body. 
Pendulous – adj – hanging down loosely 

Cocker spaniels and other dogs with long, pendulous ears have more ear problems than other breeds. 
Penultimate – adj – next to the last 
 Stress falls on the ultimate or penultimate syllable, which can be open or closed. 
Penury – n – extreme poverty 
 Lucille died in penury in 1993 after a bad fall in the nursing home. 
Perfidy – n – deliberate breach of trust 
 After the battle, Tullus executed Mettius for his perfidy. 
Perihelion – n – when Earth is closest to the sun 

In modern times, Earth's perihelion occurs around January 3. 
Pernicious – adj – ruinous, injurious, hurtful 
 Charlotte was increasingly incapacitated by pernicious anaemia. 
Perquisite – n – a right reserved exclusively by a particular person or group (especially a hereditary or official right) 
 Politics in Britain used to be the perquisite of the property-owning classes. 
Perspicuous – adj – clearly expressed or presented 
 This program has perspicuous interface and extensive application. 
 



Pharmaceutical – adj – pertaining to drugs and medicines 
 Tests have shown that about half of the traditional folk remedies of such areas have pharmaceutical potential. 
Phlegmatic – adj – not easily excited to action 
 The taxi driver, a phlegmatic man in middle age, showed no surprise at Neil’s request. 
Piranha – n – small, flesh-eating South American fish 
 The best-known species is the red-bellied piranha , but there are nearly 40 other different species of piranha.  
Pirogue – n – a flat-bottomed dugout boat 
  Jimmy has to go pole the pirogue down the bayou. 
Pirouette – n – whirling on one foot 
 Janelle’s mother often commented that she knew how to pirouette before she could properly walk. 
Plagiarize – v – to steal words or ideas without attribution 

The judge ruled that a writer cannot plagiarize himself. 
Plebeian – adj – pertaining to the common people 
 The food selection - hot dogs and beer - was rather plebeian. 
Plebiscite – n – a direct vote of voters 
 Newfoundland became the tenth province in Canada after a plebiscite in 1948. 
Precocious – adj – prematurely developed 
 Always a precocious child, Buffy went to college at the age of 15. 
Prescience – n – knowledge of things before they occur 
 Albert showed great prescience in selling his shares just before the market crashed. 
Propitious – adj – favorable; indicating a good chance of success 
 A propitious time for taking a big test is when you've studied hard and had a good night's sleep. 
Psilosis – n –hair loss 
 This new drug will improve blood circulation, promote dilation of hair capillaries, and meliorate psilosis. 
Psoriasis – n – common skin disease 
 Topical application of aloe vera may be an effective treatment for psoriasis. 
Ptosis – n – drooping of the eyelid 
 Congenital ptosis can be effectively treated by shortening the upper eyelid levator muscle. 
Pulchritude – n – physical beauty, especially in a woman 
 The Miss Universe pageant was originally called the International Pageant of Pulchritude. 
Q  
Quadrille – n – square dance for four couples 
 During the Regency Era, from 1811-1830, the Quadrille was the most popular dance in England and France. 
Querulous – adj – full of complaints 
 Mrs. Snow, a querulous old invalid, was one of Beldingsville's most troubled inhabitants. 
Quiescent – adj – inactive, at rest 
 Despite its mountainous terrain, Colorado is relatively quiescent in terms of seismic activity. 
Quotidian – adj – found in the ordinary course of events. 
 The last scene of “Uncle Vanya” is bleakly quotidian. 
R  
Recalcitrant – adj – resisting authority 
 The University suspended the most recalcitrant of the demonstrators. 
Redoubtable – adj – formidable, inspiring fear 
 The Dwarves were the most redoubtable warriors of all the Speaking Peoples in Middle Earth. 
Regurgitate – v – to bring previously chewed food back into the mouth; to vomit 
 Capybara may also regurgitate food to masticate again, similar to cud-chewing by cattle. 
Repartee – n – quick, witty banter 
 Oscar Wilde's plays are full of witty repartee. 
Repugn – v – to oppose or refute, often belligerently 
 About 450 students signed a petition to repugn the school board’s decision to fire a popular teacher. 
Reticent – adj – disposed to be silent 
 Since his divorce, Adam has been reticent about discussing his personal life. 



Reveille – n – signal for military personal to arise 
 The oversized flag was used every morning for reveille. 
Rhinoceros – n – an herbivorous odd-toed ungulate of southeast Asia and Africa 
 The rhinoceros is one of the world's oldest surviving species. 
Ricochet – v – to rebound, to deflect from one object to another 
 Barnaby heard the shot ricochet, then felt a sudden pain in my leg. 
Riposte – n – quick, sharp reply or action 
 Twitter has revived the art of the riposte! 
Rococo – n – style of architecture and decoration 
 French artists developed the rococo style in the 18th century as a lighter, less oppressive version of baroque. 
S  
Saboteur – n – someone who deliberately causes damage, especially for political gain 
 Eric Spehl, a rigger on the Hindenburg who died in the fire, was named as the saboteur. 
Saccharin – n – an artificial sweetener 
 Tab was Coca-Cola's first attempt to develop a diet soft drink, using saccharin as a sugar substitute. 
Sacroiliac – n – the joint where the sacrum and ilium meet 
 The hip bone is connected to the sacrum, which is part of the axial skeleton, at the sacroiliac. 
Sacrosanct – adj – extremely sacred or inviolable 
 Plebeian tribunes were appointed, with sacrosanct status and the right of veto in legislative debate. 
Sagacious – adj – wise 

William, who admitted that his mother's private life was not blameless, called her "the most sagacious woman he 
ever knew." 

Saguaro – n – tall horizontally branched cactus 
 The giant saguaro of the Sonoran Desert form "forests" that provide shade and nesting places for desert birds. 
Sanguinary – adj – bloody, full of bloodshed 
 After the fact, Constantine claimed that he had opposed Diocletian's "sanguinary edicts" against Christians.  
Sarsaparilla – n – soft drink made from a root extract 
 Hopalong Cassidy's "drink of choice" was sarsaparilla. 
Satyr – n – half man, half goat mythical creature, attendant on Bacchus 
 The painting shows a young woman lying on the ground as a satyr crouches over her corpse. 
Schism – n – division or disunion 
 There is a very real schism in the motorcycle community between people who own Harleys and those who don't. 
Scimitar – n – curved, single-edged sword 
 The double-edged scimitar known as the khanda was a popular weapon among the Rajputs of that era. 
Scintillate – v – to emit or reflect light in a flickering manner 
 Atmospheric turbulence causes the images of stars to scintillate or vary in brightness and color. 
Scrivener – n – someone employed to make written copies of documents and manuscripts, a scribe 
 Bob Cratchit, an underpaid scrivener who works for Ebenezer Scrooge, is the father of Tiny Tim. 
Scythe – n – an implement used to cut grass by hand 
 The DC comics heroine Ruby Rose wields Crescent Rose, a scythe that can turn into a high caliber sniper rifle. 
Sebaceous – adj – containing an unusual amount of grease or oil; fatty 
 Sebaceous cysts sometimes require surgical removal. 
Secede – v – to formally withdraw from an alliance 
 Tibet wants to secede from China and become an independent nation. 
Seismicity – n – the frequency of earthquakes in a particular region 
 Hydraulic fracturing has been directly linked to induced seismicity. 
Septuagenarian – n –  someone between 70 and 80 
 It has become more and more common to see a septuagenarian running for political office. 
Sequacious – adj – inclined to follow, highly impressionable or unquestioning 
 People who are sequacious seldom run for political office! 
Serendipity – n – good luck in making unexpected and fortunate discoveries 
 Some of the best effects in Allison’s garden have been the result of serendipity. 



Setaceous – adj – bristle-like 
 Dragonflies have setaceous antennae. 
Sibyl – n – female prophet or witch 
 Virgil described a cave with a 100 openings as the home of the famous Cumaean Sibyl. 
Solecism – n – a socially awkward or tactless act 
 A barbarism is a non-standard word, expression or pronunciation; while a solecism is an error in syntax. 
Soliloquy – n – speech of someone talking to himself 
 Hamlet's soliloquy is probably the most famous in English drama. 
Sorghum – n – a cereal grass 
 High output and strong adaptive abilities make sorghum a promising renewable energy crop. 
Speciesism – n – discrimination in favor of one species over another 

Psychologist and animal rights activist Richard Ryder introduced the notion of speciesism in 1971. 
Specious – adj – false, hollow, erroneous, baseless 
 During the Middle East crisis, Framce adopted a specious and unpopular neutrality. 
Sphinx – n – mythical creature with the head of a man and the body of a lion 
 On his wanderings Oedipus came to Thebes, solved the riddle of the Sphinx, and thus delivered the city 
Squeegee – n – an implement used for removing water from glass 
 Wash the window, then use a squeegee to sluice the dirt and water mixture from the glass. 
Stanchion – n – any vertical post or rod used as a support. 
 A small lamp was mounted on an upright stanchion near the head of each staircase. 
Stiletto – n – short dagger with a thick blade 
 Julia snapped the little lock with the blade of her stiletto. 

Strychnine – n – a poisonous, alkaloid plant toxin 
 Quin committed suicide by taking strychnine. 
Sturgeon – n – large fish, the source of caviar 
 The fishing industry in the Caspian Sea concentrates on the dwindling stocks of sturgeon and beluga. 
Subcutaneous – adj –  relating to or located below the epidermis 
 A biopsy for melanoma should include the epidermal, dermal, and subcutaneous layers of the skin. 
Suffrutescent – adj – partially or slightly woody 
 Haplophyton – better known as cockroach plant - is a suffrutescent herb with colorful flowers. 
Svelte – n – gracefully slender, lithe 
 In "Elegy for a Lady," Helen Mirren played the svelte proprietress of a classy boutique. 
Sycophancy – n –  self-seeking or servile flattery 
 The political aide’s fawning sycophancy is nauseating. 
Sylph – n – a slender, graceful woman or girl 
 The ballet “Giselle” is about a beautiful sylph who loves James, a young Scotsman. 

T  
Taciturn – adj – inclined to silence 
 The Roman emperor Tiberius was taciturn and unsociable. 
Tactician – n – someone adept at planning tactics 
 Randolf was a great tactician but an inadequate strategist. 
Tanager – n – songbird from North America 
 A male tanager is yellow with a red head and a black back. 
Tapir – n – 3-toed pig-like animal from Central and South America 
 A newly born tapir is covered with stripes and spots as camouflage. 
Tarantella – n –  rapid, whirling Italian dance 
 Dressed as a Neapolitan fisher girl, Nora danced the tarantella . 
Tarantula – n – large hairy spider 
 Because its exoskeleton is very fragile, a tarantula  will shatter and die if dropped from a low height. 
Tariff – n – duties imposed on imports or exports 
 There is a very high tariff on jewelry. 
Tarot – n – a card system used for fortunetelling 



 A normal pack of playing cards can be used for fortune telling, but it is better to use tarot. 
Taupe – adj – brownish gray 
 The perfect neutral paint color for interior walls is a light taupe. 
Tenacious – adj – holding fast 
 As Marjorie pulled out the last tenacious staple, a cassette tape fell out into her lap. 
Tequila – n – strong liquor from Mexico 
 Now that agave is scarce, distilleries that produce tequila distilleries are hurting. 
Termagant – n – violent or brawling woman 
 The angel that Pierre had married in Madagascar had become a termagant, blinded by jealousy. 
Tertiary – adj – of the 3rd order 
 College is sometimes referred to as tertiary education. 
Testatrix – n – a woman who makes a will 

The executors tried to discharge the mortgage from the personal property of the testatrix. 
Thalassic – n – pertaining to seas or oceans 
 While lakes and seas are both bodies of water, only the sea is thalassic. 
Thoracic – adj – pertaining to the thorax 
 The abdominal aorta is normally smaller than the thoracic aorta. 
Tourniquet – n –  device for stopping bleeding 
 Nurse Betty prepared to undo the band of cloth around his arm that had served as tourniquet. 
Triskaidekaphobia – n – fear of #13 

Triskaidekaphobia seems to be on the decline, with many hotels no longer omitting the 13th floor. 
Troglodyte – n – prehistoric cave dweller 
 Unless you're an spelunker or a troglodyte, you probably don’t spend a lot of time in caves. 
Troika – n – a Russian team of 3 horses driven abreast or a Russian triumvirate (team of 3 rulers) 
 Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle can be considered the troika of the Western philosophy. 
Trousseau – n – clothing for a bride 
 We donated my grandmother’s wedding dress, as well as her trousseau, to a museum. 
Truculent – adj – defiantly aggressive  
 Gallagher became truculent as soon as he discovered he was going to be beaten. 
Truncheon – n – short club, usually carried by a policeman 
 The prison guard put a bucket on the inmate’s head and whacked it with a truncheon. 
Tryst – n – a romantic appointment 
 Julia’s husband was still asleep when she returned from the tryst with her lover. 
Tumescent – adj – abnormally distended, usually by fluids or gas 
 Here and there the tumescent branches of the saguaro cactus rose like alien TV aerials. 

U  
Ubiquitous – adj – omnipresent, everywhere at once 
 Sugar is ubiquitous in the American diet. 
Umlaut – n – mark (2 dots) over a vowel 

The very first Spelling Bee contestant forgot to put an umlaut over the “o.” 
Unconscionable – adj – exceeding the bounds of moderation or reason  
 Glamorizing smoking is unconscionable. 
Unwonted – adj – not customary, rare 

There was an unwonted gaiety in Frank’s manner—as if he had spent all morning drinking double Scotches. 

V  
Vacillate – v – to waver in opinion 
 Some parents vacillate between saying no and giving in — which sends mixed messages to their children. 
Vacuous – adj – devoid of intelligence or matter 
 Stella had a bland, vacuous face, protruding green eyes and greasy brown hair. 
Ventriloquism – n – throwing the voice 
 Rodney never managed to perfect his ventriloquism, but he loved his puppet’s creepy grin and beat up face.  
Verisimilitude – n – the appearance of truth 



 To add verisimilitude, the stage was covered with sand for the desert scenes. 
Vertebrae – n – the bones of the spinal column 
 Madelaine fractured two vertebrae in her neck in the crash. 
Vertiginous – adj – causing whirling or falling sensation 
 From the path there was a vertiginous drop to the valley below. 
Vexillology – n – the study of flags 
 Sherman is known mainly for his expertise in heraldry and vexillology. 
Virescent – adj – turning green 
 Cellular virescent green trees have a few normal cells interspersed among the mutant cells. 
Viscera – n – the organs in the abdomen  
 Tribromoethanol has been reported to irritate the viscera of mice 
Viscid – adj – sticky 
 Blood-enriching drugs usually are viscid and greasy in quality, so, over dosage may affect appetite. 
Vociferously – adv – crying out noisily 
 Dick and Jane argued vociferously over who should pay the bill. 
Vorticity – n – measure of the circulation of a fluid 
 In reality, it's the clash between warm air and cold air plus vorticity that causes storms. 
W 
Waterborne – adj – floating or moving on water 
 Ken looked like a waterborne Tarzan, swinging from wave to wave. 
Whippoorwill – n – nocturnal North American bird 
 What is there to life if you cannot hear the lonely cry of a whippoorwill or frogs around a pond at night? 
Widgeon – n – common, freshwater duck 
 The Mallard, pintail, teal, gadwall, widgeon, and shoveler are all examples of dabblers. 
Wildebeest – n – gnu 

Clumsily, Jacob crept up to his first victim, much in the same way a lion cub stalks it first wildebeest. 
Wraith – n – a visible spirit 

The tenuous idea for which June was searching hovered like a wraith at the edge of her consciousness. 

X  
Xenophobe – n – someone who hates foreigners 

The rabid xenophobe, Vladimir Zhirinovsky, has appeared on numerous Russian talk shows. 
Xyster – n – surgical tool for scraping bones 
 Xanthippe’s x-rays revealed that a small and viciously sharp xyster had been left in her femur. 
Xylose – n – colorless crystalline sugar 
 Sorbitol, xylose and sucrose are the best carbon sources for tabtoxin production. 

Z  
Zephyr – n – gentle breeze 
 They sat on the back porch as morning breathed a frosty zephyr across the weathered planking. 
Zinciferous – adj – containing zinc 
 Fowlerite is a zinciferous variety of rhodonite containing 7% of zinc oxide. 
Zoanthropy (zoo) – n –  mental disorder in which one believes he or she is an animal 
 Bob’s uncle—who thinks he’s an elephant—has been diagnosed with zoanthropy. 
Zoopraxiscope – n – an early motion projector 
       Projectors have come a long way since the invention of the zoopraxiscope in 1879. 
Zucchetto – n – skullcap worn by Catholic ecclesiastics 

Francis’ hair usually looks terrible after being under a zucchetto all day, but today it looked great. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


