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The Positive: 
 
On Thursday, Dan Leonard and I taught 5 old-fashioned school lessons to 3rd grade groups from Colfax, 
Garfield, and Pullman, to a total of about 120 students. Dan prepared and taught 2 new lessons in science, 
which were very well received. This year’s 3rd graders seemed even better behaved and more engaged in 
the lessons than in past years. We estimate that between 50 and 75 additional people visited the 
schoolhouse during times we were not giving mini-lessons to 3rd graders. 
 
On Friday, 202 people visited the schoolhouse between 9:00 and 5:00. Our peak time periods were 1:30 
(30), 12:00 (19), and 2:00 and 4:00 (18 each). Dan and I gave 4 half-hour lessons in Geography and Science. 
 
On Saturday, 364 people visited the schoolhouse between 9:00 and 5:00. Another 12 showed up while a 
group from Whitman County Historical Society was helping us pack up and put things away between 5:00 
and 5:30. Our peak time periods were 4:00 (56), 4:30 (52), and 3:30 (51). 11:30 (40) and 2:30 (41) were 
also very busy. These figures suggest that we should keep the schoolhouse open on Saturday until at least 
6:00, and perhaps even a little later.  During the day, Dan gave 3 lessons, 2 in Math and 1 in Science. 
 
Only 2 people visited between 9:00 and 9:30 on Friday, and only 5 on Saturday. We don't think we need to 
open the schoolhouse until 9:30 next year. 
 
Jack Ensley donated a 100-year-old, library-style unabridged dictionary to the schoolhouse book collection. 
 
I donated 25 reproduction slates and sponges for the schoolhouse (cost: $135). They did a terrific job of 
cutting down the chalk dust and keeping the school cleaner!  
 
As a result of the fair article in the Whitman County Gazette, I was contacted by the Benge School in Adams 
County and by the Oakesdale School about the possibility of setting up field trips.  Benge is still considering 
its options, but a field trip for the Oakesdale School is set for Oct. 19. 
 
The Not-So Positive: 
 
For some reason, not understood by us, 3rd Grade Day was moved from Friday to Thursday. Our schedule 
was also shortened by 3 classes – this  year our first class was scheduled at 10:30 instead of 9:00. We don’t 
understand either of these changes, nor were they explained to us before the Fair. Why a different day, and 
why the late start? Colfax always used to take the 2 earliest slots because they could get to the Fair earlier 
than the other schools in the county. We believe 3rd Grade Day should be moved back to Friday - unless the 
move was requested by the schools, that is. Friday gives us more time to prepare the schoolhouse. We also 
believe that “school” should start at 9:00 again. 
 
There was also much confusion over the schedule of classes for 3rd Grade Day – again.  We sent last year’s 
basic schedule of classes to the Fair office last spring, and received a schedule back the week before the fair 
(and only when I requested one). However, the printed schedule that was handed out to this year’s arriving 
school busses did not match the schedule that was sent us (see attached). Moreover, the RSVP column did 
not match the list of scheduled schools. We discovered this problem when one of the teachers showed us 
the printed schedule she had received that morning, which showed a different time period for her class 
than had been assigned. Because of the confusion, 3 schools did not show up for their scheduled lessons, 
and 2 showed up at incorrect times. Meanwhile, Gar-Pal brought 2 classes, insisting they had been told that 
both could be scheduled for the same time slot. We accommodated this extra large class, of course, but 



more than 40 students in one class, even for just half an hour, is too many. In addition, Pullman Christian 
School showed up on Friday, instead of Thursday, for its class. We immediately taught them a lesson, which 
was not a problem, but they were concerned and apologetic. Their teacher said they had not been told 
about the change of day. (We’re guessing, however, that they did not pay close attention to the letter sent in 
May.) The classes we did teach went extremely well, but we taught fewer than half as many as last year. 
 
Because of these problems (as well as similar problems in past years), Dan and I feel strongly that we 
should be allowed to manage the schoolhouse schedule for 3rd Grade Day. We would be happy to send out 
the letters in May, as well as pay for the cost of mailing. That way, any mistakes would be ours, and we 
would probably know about problems ahead of time instead of having them dumped in our laps literally at 
the last minute. We do not understand why the Fair office insists on controlling the schoolhouse’s 3rd 
Grade Day schedule of classes – it doesn’t appear in the paper, in the Fair Book, or in any of the Fair 
publicity. Why not take advantage of our offer and reduce the office’s workload a little?  
 
I must warn you, the problems we have had this and past years with mistakes in the class schedules have 
been so bad that Dan and I have regretfully decided that, unless we are in charge of the 3rd Grade Day 
schoolhouse scheduling for future fairs, we will no longer be able to teach mini-lessons at the schoolhouse 
or act as docents for visitors. In this matter, we received full support from the WCHS Board of Directors of 
at its last meeting (September 14, 2016). 
 
We also have concerns about the schoolhouse being open and unattended at times. Dan and I arrived at 
about 9:00 on Friday and Saturday mornings to discover that the schoolhouse door was wide open, when 
we are positive that we locked it the two previous nights. Perhaps the door was open for only a few 
minutes – or perhaps for an hour or more – but no one was there to keep an eye on some fairly valuable 
antiques and schoolbooks, which either belong to WCHS or are on loan to us from some of our members. 
We would prefer the building to remain locked until one or both of us arrives. When we are there we are 
always careful to insure that the schoolhouse is never left unattended. 
 
Finally, we decided not to staff the schoolhouse on Sunday because of the Swing Dance held there on 
Saturday night. Not only did we have to move the desks and fold up the tables and chairs, we had to take 
down all the exhibits so that the dance could take place. It was simply too much work to put it all back in 
place again for a single day, so we didn’t. Many visitors probably would have stopped by on Sunday had we 
been open (see our numbers, in the first 2 paragraphs above, for Friday and Saturday). We feel strongly 
that events that severely disrupt our work in the schoolhouse during the 4 days of the Fair should not be 
held there, especially things like the dance, which could – and should – have been held in a different venue 
(particularly as we were told that the Event Center was open that same Saturday night).  
 
That said, we have few problems with the cat show (late Thursday afternoon), which has been held in the 
schoolhouse for the last 2 years. We would rather it took place somewhere else as we have to close the 
schoolhouse 2 hours early on that day, but the 4-H children, their leaders, and families are not disruptive 
and are very respectful of our displays.   
 
Additional Comments: 
 
We were surprised when we arrived at the schoolhouse on Thursday to discover that the flag had been 
taken down, as well as two of the three presidents’ portraits and the wire that we hang our maps on. We 
had to search for them to put them back up again. It’s great that other groups use the schoolhouse for 
meetings, parties, etc., but we don’t understand why the flag and the portraits can’t be left in place as part 
of the everyday décor. They’re not in the way, and they give the room character in keeping with its past as a 
schoolroom.  
 
We were also surprised by the addition of a much too modern piano (which was in the way).  
 



Finally, as always, we’d like to see the very large kitchen wood stove moved to the kitchen, where it 
belongs, We’re not aware of a single schoolhouse in Whitman county that was heated by a cook stove – they 
were all heated by various shapes and sizes of pot-bellied stoves.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
All in all, we had another successful fair at the Jones Schoolhouse, despite the problems cited above. Over 
700 visitors looked at the exhibits, talked to a docent, and/or took part in a mini-lesson. Many more popped 
their heads into the schoolhouse to see what we were doing. We are confident that what we do at the 
schoolhouse makes a positive contribution to the fair-going experience. We hope that the on-going 3rd 
Grade Day scheduling problems can be resolved, and we look forward to continuing our partnership with 
the Palouse Empire Fair for many more years. 
 


