
WCHS Monthly Report – December 2021 
Presidents Report: 12/07/2021 

I would like to thank everyone for their support and dedication to the Whitman County Historical 

Society.  My immediate plans are to do a little house keeping with our Bylaws. I would like to schedule 

visits with the chair people of our properties.   We need to begin looking into our committees and start 

meeting on a regular basis.  Kari stressed this in our workshop.  I think this will make us a stronger 

Organization.  To the best of my knowledge, we have never adopted a Mission Statement.  We need this 

to let our Citizens and outside entities know what our purpose is.  Jeff has graciously offered to tackle 

this one. 

I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas and New Year.   

Thank you, 

Mark R Clinton, President 

 

St. Ignatius Report 
It's been a great year for St. Ignatius Hospital! 
In mid-April, after many years, the hospital came back to Colfax ownership, thanks to the efforts of 

many, including a generous anonymous donation! Since then, there has been lots of hard work put into 

securing the building and setting up a path for preservation, including repaired fire doors, adding 

monitored security cameras, sealing access points, removing interior debris, blocking off damaged areas, 

cleaning up the front lawn and trees, and beginning the repair of broken windows. The Colfax Chamber's 

historic, photographic, and haunted tours continued throughout the year, which helped fund many of these 

initial projects. 
This summer's fundraiser had a wonderful response, raising not just funds for preservation, but also local 

awareness and support for the building.   
This fall, over the course of many weeks, a local architectural design group drew up the entire existing 

floor plan—about 25,000 square feet! This plan was necessary for our current work with the structural 

engineers, who are now using that floor plan to guide us in mapping the structural supports of St. Ignatius. 

In keeping with their direction, we've opened up patches in the walls and ceiling in over 50 different 

locations (the green highlighter areas on the plans in the photo below) to reveal the building's interior 

support structure. 
 

 

  



Most of what we've uncovered is deeply encouraging—the damage seems to be isolated to the 

very obvious columns under the failed roof drains, and on the whole the building is more sound 

than we had hoped. 

My favorite discovery so far came when we opened up a wall in a patient room of the 1928 
addition—the floor joists are supported by jaw-droppingly massive 8" x 20" beams (seen in the 
second photo). I can't get over how phenomenal they are. 

 

My second favorite discovery is a typed list of equipment inside the closet of a patient room 

(third photo). Essential supplies in hospital rooms during the 1930s include "ash tray," "tooth 

mug,” and "Indian blanket.” 

”  

 



As winter begins to fall on the Palouse, construction has begun on a roof repair for St. Ignatius 
that will help protect it from another season of snow, ice, and rain. This repair will be temporary, 
and will give us time to help the hospital dry in while we continue to work with the structural 
engineers. Once their plan is complete, the next step is to bring in the rigging company, who will 
begin the work of repairing the damaged areas and raising the floors. We estimate this work will 
start in late spring of 2022. 
 
Overall, it's been a tremendous 8 months for St. Ignatius, and we look forward to what's to come 
in the next year! 
 
Laura and Austin Storm 
 

Holy Trinity Chapel:  The Palouse Federated Church is using the chapel each Thursday in 

December for quiet time during this hectic season.  Heat is turned on for them and will be turned 

off again when they are done.  I did not get the leaves raked this fall -- maybe still a chance if 

weather cooperates.  Possibility of a wedding next summer at the chapel.     

Perkins House     
Perkins House remains open every weekend for tours until end of Dec. 
Vintage Holiday - Two holiday decorating parties were held and the House looks 

FABULOUS.  Thanks to Jill Gfeller, our decorations inside and out have been greatly improved. 

Our first Open House on Dec. 4th attracted over 250 visitors.  Hannah Strong played Christmas 

music on her harp which added a festive feeling to the event.  Our second Open House occurs on 

Dec. 11th and features the Colfax High Choir singing Christmas carols at noon in vintage 

costumes.  We are grateful to all our volunteers for working so hard on these events. 
Closure -  The House will be closed January and February, as usual. 
Meeting with Colfax City Council – The mayor requested that the organizers of Winterfest 

attend the City Council meeting Dec. 6th.  Nancy attended and represented Perkins House. The 

mayor opened the meeting by recognizing the many people who made Winterfest such a 

success.  It was nice to be recognized!   

 

 
Lost Apple Project Update 

We are already preparing for 2022. We send out an announcement around January 1st as to what once 

lost apples will be available. We’ve ordered rootstock, fertilizer, and tree tags in anticipation of tree 

sales. We are already accepting speaking engagement invitations in 2022; including one in Puget Sound 

and one in Lewiston. 

We have not heard many results for the apples sent in this fall. We hope to have a final report by the 

end of March. 

Dave Benscoter 

Roy Chatters Newspaper and Printing Museum 

The museum will be closed January and February but available by appointment. Don Myott and Alex 

Otero are making great progress on their individual projects. 



Report from the Archive, December 2021: 

 

Open to Public, regular posted hours Wednesdays, 9:00 AM through 12:00 PM. 

 

Staff have been present throughout working the following: 

 

Collating and cataloging donated collections and entering data into PastPerfect. 

 

Dealing with selections of collection that has nothing to do with Whitman County or it's people, 

to be de-Accessioned and move from collection, Currently 25 box's worth. 

 

Accomplishing online requests, research and responses, consistently have several requests 

made of us each month. 

 

Since last report we still have been experiencing good Archive visitations. 

 

Past Perfect - Internet based or Web based 

  Research into upgrading PastPerfect, advantages, dis-advantages, of each PastPerfect 

system. 

  WCHS level of membership with AACHS? 

    PastPerfect estimated cost per year 

    Cost of equipment to support PastPerfect 

      Computers, Notebooks of Desk Tops 

      Requirements to run PastPerfect 

        Network 100 Mb 

        System requirements for PastPerfect: 

 

Relationship with other museums / historical groups within Whitman County 

  Visits, and Donations: 

    Rosalia, Visit Dr. Mary Widman in October / Donation of WC Gazette newspapers to WCHS 

    Oakesdale, Visit Mayor Dennis Palmer in November / Mr. Palmer Loaned (4) ea. older 

panoramic photos for digital scanning, completed and returned, still cleaning up in Digital copies 

with photoshop. 

    St. John, Visit City Clerk Shani Hergert in December / St. John Museum is a beautifully setup 

facility. 

    WSU MASC, Visit Mark O'English in December / Mr. Mark O'English Accepted my offer to 

help with digital scanning of very recently received negatives from Bill Walter's son to the 

MASC, smaller shoe box in size for quantity concept. 

 

  Relationship with Whitman County Library 

    Have been lead to believe, Library scans donated items for posting on “Rural Heritage” online 

site, then donates to WCHS. 

    Records show number of times (27) ea. this has happened. 

    WCHS realizes library has a larger number of scans done from photos and documents 

temporarily loaned. 

 

Questions for Board direction... 



  De-Accession approval to be at WCHS Board level or WCHS Archive Manager Level? 

    Over the years, approx. 25 boxes of books have accumulated that may be of interest 

historically, but not pertinent to Whitman County or its people. 

 

List of names and donations for 2021 on attached document "Archive Acquisitions 2021" 

 

DEPOT REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2021 

• Pioneer Waterproofing has continued work on the second level. They have used an eco-friendly 
product to wash away 100 years of soil on the brick and sandstone, using low pressure washing 
techniques so as not to damage anything. More cleaning will wait until spring. Much effort went 
into replacing missing mortar between sandstone blocks, some of which have moved slightly 
over the years. A gray-toned mortar was used to re-point the brick, matching the original color 
and replicating the original depth. The company lift will remain on site for the winter. 

• The Restoration Committee met with two Design West architects to discuss and craft options for 
the upcoming bid package for roof restoration. A structural engineer’s report was shared, 
assuring the integrity of the roof supports with minimal additional bracing in the attic and 
making no further recommendations for seismic improvements. Max Kirk, retired WSU 
construction management professor, shared some cost analysis information comparing roofing 
materials and their long-term cost/benefit numbers. This helped the group to conclude that 
recommending a tile roof does make sense in the long term, since it is warrantied for at least 75 
years, whereas other products would need to be replaced several times in those same 75 years 
and ultimately cost more. The group decided to recommend a bid to include the tile roof, with 
an alternative written for companies to submit a bid for an architectural metal roof. Design 
West will complete the bid package in January, so it can be reviewed and be ready to go out to 
bid in February. This would mean a decision could be made in March when bids are opened. At 
that time a true assessment of costs can be made. 

• Bills from the contractors and architects are going to Jon and being paid out of the Heritage 
Grant account. 

• The Restoration Committee was charged with the task of revising the current 5-stage Facility 
Master Plan to reflect current desires and being mindful of current income and cost estimates 
for the next stage of restoration. Any recommendations will be sent to the Steering Committee 
for approval. 

• The Education/Events Committee has decorated the passenger car for the holidays and is 
staging a Holiday Bazaar on three successive Saturdays in December. The first day Dec. 4, was 
very successful. The emphasis is on low-cost items and those appealing to children for gifting. 
The model Polar Express train was set up and a big hit with the kids. Also the first in a series of 
Depot Book Readings for children was scheduled. 

• The Fundraising Committee is sending out thank you cards and end-of-the-year reminders to 
past donors. A December Community Update ad thanked donors and listed all their names. At 
this point 2021 donations have reached over $141,000. Some additional funds have come 
through short-term renting of rooms. 



• The Steering Committee is in the process of reviewing the various organizational plans written 
by Linda, Kathleen, and Allison for the Heritage Grant. They all need to be updated and officially 
approved. 

• The Facilities Committee continues to work on necessary repairs/upkeep to building and train 
cars. They have contracted with groups interested in short-term rentals and found a company to 
do snow plowing. Advertising for permanent office space is ongoing. A fall outdoor cleanup time 
saw almost 20 volunteers working on various jobs. 

Directors Report 

Processed gifts and letters. Worked with Jeff on the Whitman County recovery grant for the Historical 
Society. Attended the Perkins House holiday event. Updated the website. Lead an after dark tour for a 
private group (it was last minute, so I filled in). Went over my job description with Mark. Worked with 
the Kinsman Foundation on a $15,000 grant for the Lost Apple project. Alex and I are looking into 
Pastperfect online or possibly donor software online that anyone can access to run reports. We have 
out- grown the excel spreadsheet. Picked up the donation from JTI for the Directors position. Did an 
interview as the representative from the Historical Society about the St. Ignatius project. Working on 
new rack cards, membership materials and brochures.  

 

 

 

 


