
Whitman County Historical Society Board 

June 19, 2019 Pullman Depot Heritage Center 
 

Members present: Greg Partch, Val Gregory, Greg Druffel, Krista Boyd, Carrie Lipe, Mark Clinton, Denise 

Mahnkey, Linda Hackbarth, Theresa Dale, Janet Barstow, Pat Flansburg, Jon Anderson. 

 

Guests: Debbie Sherman, Nancy Rothwell, Jim Fitzgerald 

 

Approved April minutes, May notes (no quorum so no official minutes), May and June treasurer reports. 

 

Janet will send board members and committee chairs an updated contact list. 

 

Perkins House:  

Nancy reported that Ice Cream Social committee is working very well together and things are 

well planned. The yard looks great, there was a housecleaning party and the front doors have been 

restored. While it may reduce revenue, free pie and ice cream will be given to band members, exhibitors 

and volunteers.  

Volunteer of the Year award will be presented to Judy McMurray.  

Jim Fitzgerald prepared and donated a mylar Perkins House display for the Rose Theater 

windows in Colfax. 

President’s Report:  

Greg and Val met for her annual review. She needs better direction from the board about how 

to allocate her time, as she has been exceeding the hours she was hired for. It was noted that we had 

not acquired the Depot at the time Val was hired. She and Greg will review her job description, adjust as 

needed and bring it back to the board for discussion and approval. 

The board’s training proposal by Kari Anderson has been postponed to November.  

There are still some memorials and lifetime membership dues which need to be transferred to 

the Trust Account, amounting to $3,000-$4,000. The Trust Board has asked us to figure out what is going 

on with our accounting of memorials as they have not received any new memorials for investment in a 

long time. Jon and Ed were asked to look into this and get back to our board as well as the Trust Board. 

Eric Hanson of Garfield is willing to do pro-bono legal advice for quick questions, and charge 

appropriate legal fees for more in-depth issues. Jon moved, and Mark seconded for approval. There was 

one nay vote and one abstention. Motion passed.  

All chairmen were reminded to get keys/passcodes to Val for emergency access to their 

buildings immediately. 

Additional insurance coverage for up to 100 volunteers would cost about $300/annually. The 

policy only pays if claims exceed what the individual’s personal insurance covers. This was approved 

unaminously. 

Board members and venue/event chairmen were asked to start making notes about their 

policies and procedures for a future manual. 

 



Director’s Report:  

The Depot received $5,000 grant from Northern Pacific Historical Association. 

Val has prepared the marketing materials for Ice Cream Social and helped Nancy and Mark 

prepare for the event.  

Venue chairmen were reminded that the calendar year begins Oct. 1 and to be thinking about 

their annual capital budgeting.   

She will meet with Jon and the depot finance committee to work out the needs of the Depot, 

how funds will be distributed, and who will be paying what bills.  

Before any grants are applied for, all applications must be coordinated and approved by Val to 

make sure another WCHS project isn’t also applying for the same grant. Only one application from each 

501C3 applicant is allowed, and Val will have the final say. She will be contacting each of our grant-

writing entities to coordinate this in the future. 

 

Pullman Depot Heritage Center: 

 Linda reported that a 5-month contract has been reviewed and approved by our legal advisor, 

which will run through the end of October, with the taco truck. It will need to be approved at our next 

board meeting. 

Debbie Sherman, fundraising chairwoman, reported that approx. $17,000 has been raised so far 

from the initial mailing, which went to WCHS members. Packets are available for personal meetings with 

potential big donors.  

A capital fundraising campaign will begin this fall or early next year. Members continue to check 

out opportunities for grants and other funding possibilities. Another project is to update the Century 

Farms membership and prepare a display. 

 The fundraising progress sign that will go on the fence will feature railroad tracks and “stations” 

depicting various funding goals.  

Jon-Mark Mahnkey and possibly Kathy Meyer plan to attend the meeting when recipients of 

National Historical Registry listing will be announced.  

June 24 at 7 p.m. will be a presentation by Ashton Satterlee entitled “Spotted Horses on the 

Palouse…Appaloosas and the Nez Perce and Palouse Tribes”. 

 

Next meeting will be July 17 at the Perkins House.  


