
WCHS President’s update 

May meeting 

 

 

As we slowly get back to a more normal schedule/agenda, this month we are taking our next 

step. Our meeting will be held online via Zoom. Val is putting that together and will be hosting 

it. If you already have the Zoom app. you’ll be all set and awaiting her invite to participate. If not 

please talk to someone who can get you set up (probably any 12 year old grandchild or neighbor 

can get you set up. My daughter got it done for me). Not having had our April meeting we have a 

lot to catch up on. Not knowing the future and facing deadlines on advertising, we took and 

online poll and decided to cancel this year’s Ice Cream Social at the Perkins house. That was 

hard but in line with what almost everybody else was doing. As to the mini board retreat that had 

been rescheduled from June 2nd to a later date we’re still looking at dates. We thought we had it 

pinned down but are now having new conflicts. Many of you have been enthusiastic about 

attending and we’re now looking at an early fall date. 

 

As to business items, I’ll be sending out an agenda sometime today. One important item will be 

to continue our discussion concerning rent reductions at the Depot to help our renters deal with 

the impacts of Covid. Hope you can join us. 

 

Greg 

 

WCHS Board Report:  Perkins House     

  

Because of the COVID threat in Washington State, Perkins House has been closed for tours but 

we continue light gardening cleanup and answering phone messages.  

These projects are continuing: 

Capital Projects:   Foundation Restoration– In mid-March, Evan Lauback engineer finalized and 

distributed the written job description/contractor plans to several local contractors. 

Unfortunately, no bids have been submitted to date although two contractors expressed interest 

in the project. Of course, now they are in their busy season, and several local contractors have 

“gone to Idaho” to work since the virus lockdown is less restrictive. Evan will be contacting 

those who expressed interest in bids and see if we can get them moving again.  Fundraising 

efforts have raised approximately $14,000 to date. 

Repairs – we finally have our vintage clock repaired thanks to Greg.  It looks great on the 

fireplace mantel. 

Afternoon Tea – Sadly, we had to cancel this April event because of the COVID situation.  But 

we continue to hope that a similar event can be held in the fall. 

Ice Cream Social – This too has been cancelled for 2020.   

Submitted by Nancy Rothwell  

 

 

Chatters Museum – No news at this time. 

Trinity Chapel – No news at this time.  



DEPOT REPORT – MAY 2020 – from Linda Hackbarth 

• Kathy Meyer is taking a leave of absence from depot work due to a fall Doug had from 

the roof of their barn – 8 broken bones – long recovery in sight. 

• We are concerned for loss of rental revenue of $2050, due to our granting a 75% 

reduction for April and a 50% reduction in May. With the loss of Assurance Driving 

School as a tenant and the above rent reduction, our total projected income for this fiscal 

year will be $21,627, as compared to the previous fiscal year which was $26,275. 

• Question – Can WCHS pick up that COVID-19 loss in revenue?   

 

• What I have done. There is very little help to be found for non-profits – especially when 

unable to apply for PPP assistance.  I did apply for an Avista grant to help cover the 

rental loss but won’t hear back until June. (Hosted by Innovia Foundation, the COVID-19 

Eastern Washington Community Response and Recovery Fund and the COVID-19 North 

Idaho Community Response and Recovery Fund prioritize flexible funding for 

organizations addressing the health and economic needs of those most likely to be 

disproportionately impacted by COVID-19, as well as for recovery efforts to ensure 

community resilience. Funds are being released on a rolling basis throughout the 

outbreak and recovery phases of the crisis. The first round of grants were announced 

April 24.  Applications for Round 2 are due by May 26. Recipients will be announced by 

June 12.) Our claim was based on helping small businesses to survive. 

 

• We heard that our application for a Heritage Capital Grant from the Washington 

Historical Society was approved to advance to Stage 2 with more reports due by June 25. 

We have asked for $240,000 to help fund our initial stage of restoration to the exterior of 

the building, estimated to cost $390,000. This is a matching grant where the recipient 

must provide 2/3 of the funds. We have met that criteria through a combination of cash, 

pledges, in kind donations, professional services, and volunteer hours. 

 

• I received a letter this past week and $5,000 check from the National Society of the 

Colonial Dames of America in the State of Washington. We applied for that grant about a 

month ago to be used to do some critical brick repair. The estimate for that project is 

$8,300, so we will have to pick up the difference. 

 

• After two years of effort, we are finally moving the two passenger cars blocking the front 

of the depot. One passenger car is scheduled to go to a home outside Colfax near the 

historic Manning Bridge. The other will be taken north of Moscow, Idaho. In order to 

accomplish the move, a portion of the roof touching the cars had to be skillfully cut back, 

so the first car could be moved without damaging the building. This was done by Tim 

Sullivan and crew. Mike Curtis and his men from Pacific Railcar Company, Findley, 

Washington, have been engaged for the train removal.  After each car is hoisted by jacks 

and heavy blocks, the steel trucks are pulled out and replaced with a set of road tires on 

both front and rear of each 85’ car. They worked for two days last week getting the first 

car set to travel, but rain and soggy ground at the Colfax location prevented further 

progress. The crew will return after Memorial Day to complete both moves. All expenses 



incurred by Pacific Railcar are being paid by the new owners, while PDHC will cover the 

cost of the roof removal and subsequent repairs. 

• John-Mark Mahnkey and others are documenting the entire train move. Photos and video 

can be found on the Pullman Depot Heritage Center Facebook page. 

 

• We have composed an ad for the June issue of Community Update which is mailed to all 

households in the area with news about the Capital Heritage Grant plus photos and news 

of the train car move. 

 

• Despite the freight room being closed for now, committees have been meeting remotely 

or at a distance.  

 

 

Lost Apple Project Update 

Over a few days in early April 72 once lost apple trees were grafted for a projected sale in May.  

Around the same time four LAP volunteers grafted approximately 100 heritage apple trees that will be 
planted in WSU’s planned heritage orchard. 

On April 15, 2020, an Associated Press article was published by many newspapers across the country 
reporting that 10 lost heritage apples had been re-discovered in eastern Washington and northern Idaho 
from the fall harvest of 2019.  

On April 27, 2020, the annual newsletter for the LAP was published. The LAP facebook followers now 
total over 10,000.  

On May 16, 2020, we made 70 once lost apple trees available for sale. Within 4 hours the trees were 
sold out. 

Lost apple project has raised $12,323 from the AP article that has been published all over the 

United States. We continue to receive donations each week.  

 
Dave Benscoter 

 


