
Monthly Reports- August 2020 

President’s report for September meeting: 
 
At our upcoming meeting Ed Garretson will be presenting the contract with The Gladish Center 
for renewal. Alex Ortero has worked hard in renegotiating the previous contract and we thank 
him for his hard work. This is on our agenda for renewal if approved by the board. As for general 
information: The Cashup Davis project is progressing along and the committee has acquired the 
gifted artifacts (telescope, case and top hat) and is working with a local cabinet maker for 
designing a permanent display case to be at the library “Center”. After a cost is determined it will 
be sent to Gordon Davis for approval for construction which he will be paying for. Later on a 
traveling display case will be designed and constructed to rotate throughout the county to 
schools, libraries and local heritage centers. In October, we will be needing some volunteers to 
move our objects and artifacts from the Gladish to our new “free” location in Colfax as described 
in Ed’s presentation. Anyone who can lend a hand please let us know and we’ll contact you 
when the time comes. Nancy is hopeful that a contractor will be signed for the foundation 
reconstruction for 2021. Last month I was contacted by Charles Luttrell of the Wash. State Parks 
Dept who was looking for more information about Cashup Davis. He was referred to us by 
member David Benscoter. I’ll be working with him as the Cashup project moves forward. 
Finally, we are supposed to hold our annual meeting in October and would ask you to think 
about how the best way to go about this so we can make the proper arrangements as well as let 
our members know. Hope to see/talk to you Wednesday night. I will be sending out the agenda 
tomorrow morning. Again, please let me and/or Val know if you will be unable to attend so we 
can make sure we have a quorum. Thanks, Greg 

 

HTC report:  Large maple tree has been trimmed back away from church building; mowing for 
the summer is done.  There have no inquires for rental or tours of the church but hope to get a bit 
more exposure out there next year when people feel more secure visiting in a group. 

Roy Chatters Newspaper and Printing Museum 
Various volunteers have kept the museum mostly open while Janet was unavailable. There is a 
large pile of Gazettes at the museum and she is looking forward to working with Alex Otero to 
get them organized and inventoried. 
 

DEPOT REPORT 

● Evaluators for the Heritage Capital Grant met in August via Zoom. Out of forty 
applications, 36 were accepted and approved to be forwarded to the legislature for 
funding, including the $265,740 request from the Pullman Depot Heritage Center to help 
finance the first stage of restoration. 

● A fundraising campaign titled “Fix the Bricks” has started with the goal of raising 
$135,000 to match with the Heritage Capital funds in order to meet the budget of 
$400,000, estimated to cover Stage I construction – the complete restoration of the 



building’s exterior. Plans are to begin work next summer. A mailing was sent out to 325 
individuals. 

● Additional publicity surrounding the Fix the Bricks campaign has appeared in the 
Chamber of Commerce’s Community Update. Plans are underway to place a flyer in all 
Pullman Disposal billings. 

● After much discussion it was decided to return the $5000 grant obtained from the 
Northern Pacific Railway Historical Association, because it was to be used to restore the 
exterior of the train cars and that planned improvement has been moved to a later stage. 
A request to change the focus of the grant was submitted to NPRHA, but it was turned 
down. 

● The $5000 obtained through an Avista Foundation grant has been expended developing a 
Facility Master Plan with Design West Architects. Meetings between Design West 
principal, Ned Warnick, and five volunteers from the Heritage Center, started in October 
2019, are continuing. The most recent effort has been to evaluate the status of the 
windows and bricks to determine if some immediate remediation is needed. Thus, the use 
of a $5000 grant for brick repair is pending. We hope to schedule meetings with two 
Spokane companies known for their expertise. 

● Affects from COVID-19 continue to impact depot planning. The Facilities Committee 
has been able to rent three new office spaces, making up for lost tenants. We are hoping 
that two current tenants will be able to make use of the recent Whitman County moneys 
available to small businesses for rent payments. Otherwise they may be forced to break 
their leases. 

● We met with the Fire Inspector, who assessed the entire building and suggested some 
necessary upgrades, including adding a lockbox with keys, accessible in case of 
emergency, better office identification, and repositioning of fire extinguishers. 

● Volunteers cleaned outside the building after the train cars left – collecting and stacking 
bricks, clearing pigeon poo, washing windows, spraying, weed eating, and clearing 
debris.  

● Copies of Zoom and QuickBooks have been obtained through TechSoup with the help of 
Val. We will now be able to meet online for any amount of time. Sid Pierson and Ken 
Casavant will move forward with financial planning, transferring Jon’s records to our 
new QuickBooks account. A local CPA has volunteered to assist setting up our system. 

● Although the freight room remains closed to visitors, we have tried to keep our Facebook 
and web site active and current. 

 

Perkins house:  

Our main events since last report include: 



Tours/meetings:  Socially distanced Open House Tours on Saturdays and Sundays continue, thanks to 
Frank but foot traffic is very small (perhaps 1-2 groups per day). Face masks are given to all visitors and 
of course Frank and other volunteers wear a mask, practice other good safety measures.  
Capitol Projects:   Foundation –Greg has been working with Evan to solicit one more bid but so far it 
has not been successful. So we remain with only ONE bid and need to make a decision soon or we could 
lose that one opportunity. 
Drive By Vintage Fashion Show:  Plans continue for our outdoor and socially distanced fundraising 
event on Saturday Sept. 19th 1-3 pm. Volunteers will be modeling 12-15 replica vintage dresses while 
conducting “demos” of yard tea parties, croquet games, two person swing. Each dress has been custom 
fitted to each model by Jill Gfeller and we are grateful! The Inland 360 magazine plans on featuring this 
event in this week’s newspaper. 

Garden:  New volunteers have spent several weeks cleaning up the yard in anticipation of the fashion 
show. Leland Lawn Service of Pullman has offered to “sponsor” the Perkins House garden once we get it 
cleaned up.  Details of that offer coming soon.  

 
Report from the Archive: From Ed 
The new lease with the Gladish has been negotiated.  It has led to a decision to move the 
Object/Artifact collection out of the Gladish as a measure to control the rent increase. This will 
require the Board to find someone to oversee this collection.  This move has also opened the way 
for the WCHS to consider other sites in Pullman for the Archive collection that we might rent for 
the $6,000 a year we will be paying to Gladish. The archive needs about 1,000 sq ft. 
The archive while not officially open has been staffed each Wed. morning and continues to 
answer questions directed to us. Our 4 volunteers continue to put in hours each week organizing 
the archive.   
 

 Archive from Alex:  

The new lease with the Gladish has been negotiated, 5 year. 
 
It has led to a decision to move the Object/Artifact collection out of the Gladish as a measure to 
control the rent increase. 
 
This will require the Board to find someone to oversee this collection.  
 
This move has also opened the way for the WCHS to consider other sites in Pullman for the 
Archive collection that we might rent for the $6,000 a year we will be paying to Gladish. 
 
The archive needs about 1,000 sq ft. 
 
The archive while not officially open has been staffed each Wed. morning and continues to 
answer questions directed to us. 



 
Our 4 volunteers continue to put in hours each week organizing the archive. 
 
Acquisition of Whitman County Gazette Collection of miscellaneous Newspapers and Negatives 
mainly between dates 1961 through 1989. 
 
Subjects mostly School sports, marriage announcements and Wedding Anniversaries. 
Thankful for what we have received, Dust laden, missing issues include missing months and 
years. 
 
Some sections missing, clippings taken and heavy wear at folded edges, with discoloration and 
faded in relation to other papers in our archive collection. We are very grateful for this donation, 
currently incorporating in with Archives current incomplete collection. 
 
Bulletin, and Daily Bulletins have also been donated, haven't listed yet 


