
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting 

Nov. 16, 2022 Pullman Depot Heritage Center 

The WCHS executive board (Mark Clinton, Jeff Pietila, Jon Anderson (via phone), Janet Barstow) met 

with Depot Steering Committee (Brandon Burch, Linda Hackbarth, Annette Pettinger, Debbie Sherman, 

Kelly McGee, Kathleen Ryan, Sid Pierson and Kathy Meyer) prior to the regular Board meeting. 

WCHS board members present: Denise Mahnkey, Greg Partch, Jon Anderson (via phone), Linda 

Hackbarth, Kathy Meyer, Mark Clinton, Jeff Pietila, Janet Barstow, Theresa Dale. 

Consent agenda approved. 

Old Business: 

 Insurance: Jon Anderson reported that State Farm had not yet provided a quote for insurance 

coverage. Jeff Pietila will follow-up in person. 

Strategic Planning Recap: President Mark Clinton reported on the session, stating that he felt a 

board member should be on each committee, but not necessarily chair it. Proposed committees need to 

be assessed. 

Annual Meeting: There was a good turnout for the meeting, organized by Krista Boyd at the St. 

Ignatius Hospital.  Mark also commended Val Gregory for the brochure she prepared for the annual 

meeting, highlighting the 50th anniversary of the WCHS. The executive board met prior to the meeting to 

discuss funding for the WCHS Director position. 

New Business: 

 Pullman Depot Heritage Center: Linda Hackbarth reported there are now five renters at the 

Depot. A janitor has been hired for weekly work, and a cleaning fee has been added to rent.  

A tax attorney will be consulted concerning the $300,000 anonymous donor. 

The exterior sign committee has resumed meeting again to discuss interpretive signage and the 

grant money that has been received.  

Jeff Pietila commented on the productive meeting held prior to the regular board meeting with 

the exec committee and steering committee, and expressed appreciation for improved communications 

between the two entities. 

The Train Car Bazaar will be held on Saturdays during December. Santa arrives Dec. 3. Speakers 

are being sought as Book Talk and Palouse People presenters. 

 Wilson Siding Proposed Ag Technology Museum: Greg Partch and Jeff Pietila reported on 

recent meetings with Design West concerning a feasibility study, and Innovia Foundation about possible 

funding. Innovia is a nonprofit community foundation that assists North Idaho and Eastern Washington 

non-profit organizations in rural communities. Jeff moved, Janet Barstow seconded, to allow the Wilson 

Siding group to use WCHS 501c3 status for 24 months while they work to get their own non-profit 



organization established. This was approved. Jeff confirmed that the Ag Technology Museum would not 

be a WCHS project. The group plans to meet at the Depot Jan. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

Newsletter: 

 The newsletter editor has resigned. Kathy Meyer and Debbie Sherman will be co-editors. It will 

become online only. 

Other business: 

Greg reported that Gary Libey requested WCHS consider erecting a monument at the Colfax 

Cemetery to honor Whitman County sheriff’s officer Pete Parnell who was killed in the line of duty in 

1949. Mr. Libey would do all the work to organize it, and secure all expenses, with WCHS acting as a 

fiscal sponsor to accept donations. He would also pay an administrative fee. He would like WCHS to be 

listed as a sponsor on the monument, as well as dedicate it when completed. The board showed general 

support and will await Mr. Libey’s report and plan at the December meeting. 

December meeting:  

 The December 21 meeting location will be announced later, with ZOOM a likely option. 

 


