
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting 

Dec. 15, 2021 via ZOOM 

Participating Board Members: Pat Flansburg, Janet Barstow, Val Gregory, Mark Clinton, Denise 

Mahnkey, Linda Hackbarth, Jeff Pietila, Krista Boyd, Greg Partch, Jon Anderson, Theresa Dale. 

Guest: Alex Otero joined at 7:25. 

President Mark Clinton called the meeting to order. The consent agenda of minutes, treasurer’s report 

and committee reports was approved. 

Old Business: Greg Partch reported there was an exactly even split vote for the three nominees for 2021 

Volunteer of the Year. Greg moved, Theresa Dale seconded, with unanimous approval to award all three 

nominees…Alex Otero, Jill Gfeller and Jamie Whitman, the honor of Volunteer of the Year. 

The digital archives meeting at Malden was cancelled.  

The Stateline Ag Museum committee met in November. Greg and Jeff Pietila will contact committee 

members about meeting after the first of the year. 

Jeff mentioned the need to review the Society’s mission statement, in order to be consistent in all grant 

applications and other communications. This will be on the January board meeting agenda. Greg 

brought up the bylaws need to be reviewed with regards to tenure of board members and officers. 

Alex Otero, archives director, asked direction as to who will make deaccessioning calls, Archive director 

or Board, for the estimated 25 boxes of materials that need to be deaccessioned because they are either 

duplicates or irrelevant to Whitman County. Examples of deaccessioning candidates will be available for 

review at Januarys’ board meeting at the Archives. He also suggested having a consistent accession form 

for donors at all Society properties to clarify Society/specific site rights of donation to cover ownership, 

loan and deaccessioning. Theresa Dale said the Perkins House has such a form, need to verify if this is 

the same accession form Archive uses. Duplicate newspapers, primarily stored at Roy Chatters 

Newspaper & Printing Museum, could also be deaccessioned and passed off to appropriate Whitman 

County museums or local history enthusiasts after a complete set of good quality newspapers has been 

inventoried and indexed. The topic will be revisited after further consultation with other historical 

societies and museums. Alex has already consulted several.  Linda Hackbarth mentioned the Depot uses 

Google Drive for storage, and would like to share images with other interested parties.  

Alex also discussed using PastPerfect Website for storing archival material and photos. One advantage is 

access for up to ten different email logon’s with free support, however, it is on Past Perfect’s “AWS 

CLOUD”.  Further investigation is required to see if this suits WCHS requirements. Examples: not sure if 

we can get backups saved to where WCHS has control if PastPerfect’s daily backup goes to the AWS 

cloud. Alex seeks direction from the board as to what it wishes to accomplish, so he can investigate 

further. 



Jeff reminded that we need to protect what we have, specifically pictures, since they are becoming 

obsolete dAue to digital photography. The need to be able to access such information from several 

computers within the Society would also be valuable.   

Linda and Val mentioned TechSoup as an organization that provides software to non-profits at a 

reduced price. 

Val will contact Blane Ross about taking over as editor of the newsletter. She will have him contact Linda 

if he is still interested. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50. 

The next meeting will be Jan. 19 at the Archives. 

Janet Barstow, Secretary 


