
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting 
12-17-2025; 7:00pm; Via Zoom 
 
Board members present: Mark Clinton, Janet Barstow, Denise Mahnkey, Krista Boyd, Carol Larsen, Wendy 
Blake, Val Gregory 
 
Guest present: John-Mark Mahnkey 
 
The November meeting did not have a quorum. See meeting discussion notes and post-meeting Coleman 
Cemetery decision via email, Appendix A. 
 
Janet Barstow moved, Krista Boyd seconded, and the board approved the consent agenda as submitted. 
 
To answer recent questions about our administrative fee policy, Val Gregory did some research into our past 
decisions and forwarded the following information to the group: 

To assist with the funding of administrative costs, each fiscal quarter a 5% administrative fee will be 
assessed on each donation or eligible grant received during that quarter. The maximum fee of any 
donation or eligible grant will be capped at $5,000. This policy is effective October 1, 2023  

 
The Pullman Depot Heritage Center requested board approval to spend $51,700 of the money they have 
raised in order to work with Design West Architects to proceed with plans for the interior restoration. See 
Appendix B   

Janet Barstow moved, Carol Larsen seconded and the board approved that the Pullman Depot 
Heritage Center be authorized to pay $51,700 to hire Design West Architects for help in planning 
interior restoration. 

 
The Pullman Depot Heritage Center also requested board approval to spend $23,074.05 as a final contract 
payment to Dan Thayer for work completed on the rolling stock. See Appendix C for itemized breakdown. 
John-Mark Mahnkey answered questions from the board and summarized the state of the project so far.  

Janet Barstow moved, Krista Boyd seconded, and the board approved the authorization of the final 
contract payment of $23,074.05 to Dany Thayer. 

(See Appendix D regarding ERTS Complaint #743094 for related Board decision, via email, of December 12, 
2025) 
 
After soliciting volunteers, the following slate of officers was proposed for 2026:   

Jeff Pietila, President 
Mark Clinton, Vice President 
Jon Anderson, Treasurer 
Wendy Blake, Secretary 

Janet Barstow moved, Denise Mahnkey seconded, and the board approved the slate of officers as presented. 
 
Val Gregory reported that she had been contacted by Denise Keegan and the mayor of Tekoa, Roy Shultz 
regarding The Empire Theater.  They are in need of a fiscal sponsor for one project to save the theater. They 
have a group that is going to start a Tekoa Community fund and seek grant funding, but they won't have that 
set up until after the grant is due. The grant is for Theaters only through the Department of Archeology, so it 
wouldn't be a conflict of interest for any of WCHS locations. The group will work with the Tekoa City Clerk and 
a grant writer from the Port of Whitman to do all the grant application work. They just need our fiscal 
sponsorship as a non-profit to receive the funds.  Val would work with the group to set up a fiscal sponsorship 



agreement and collect an administrative fee, much as we recently decided to do with the Coleman Cemetery 
group. 

Denise Mahnkey moved, Carol Larsen seconded, and the board approved that Whitman County 
Historical Society act as fiscal sponsor for The Empire Theater preservation efforts until the Tekoa 
community can establish its own group with 501c non-profit status. 
 

Janet Barstow reported that the latest routine seasonal check of the heating system for the Printing Museum 
has revealed the need for some repairs.  Initial estimate is slightly under $1000–Ackerman Nolan Heating & Air 
Conditioning does not yet have exact figures. 

Janet moved, Krista seconded and the board approved that the Roy M. Chatters Newspaper and 
Printing Museum be authorized to pay Ackerman Nolan up to $1500.00 for the needed repairs to the 
heating system. 

 
Mark reported that the Genealogical Society is now charging $20 per hour for their services, and 
recommended that we also work with the Archives to update our pricing and fee collection.  Wendy Blake 
reported that this is already being discussed within the Archives committee, and a new rate sheet with payment 
instructions is planned that can be posted on site and printed as a flyer for our potential customers.  In addition, 
Alex has expressed a need to have USB drives on hand that patrons can take with them in return for a 
donation.  Wendy is looking into these ideas, with the possibility that they can be printed with our organization 
name and a QR code for our donation page.  She expects that after the holidays she will work with Alex to get 
a new rate schedule ready for board approval at either the January or February meeting.  Janet added that 
USB drives would also be useful at the Printing Museum.   
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wendy Blake, Secretary 
 
Next Meeting: 7:00pm Wednesday, January 21; Archives (or Zoom, in case of bad weather) 
 
 
 
Appendix A 

The November 2025 meeting of the Whitman County Historical Society was held at the depot on 
the 20th at 7:00. Members present included Mark Clinton, Jeff Pietila, Jon Anderson (via 
Zoom), Linda Hackbarth, and Denise Mahnkey. Also present was Executive Director, Val 
Gregory. 
● Since there was no quorum present, the meeting was informational only. No votes or 
other action was taken. 
Depot quarterly meeting: 
● Prior to the meeting the board received an informational report from the depot rail car 
committee regarding the status of the rail cars refurbishment project, and the current 
shut down of work for the winter months. 
● Linda expressed concerns about the different balances between the depot’s and the 
WCHS’s accounting balances. 
● Linda also asked questions regarding the society’s 5% for administrative costs. Linda 
was of the belief that this only was on donations and not on grants. Jeff said that he 
believed the exemption was only for those grants that expressedly state that none of the 
award could go for administrative expenses, The board directed the Executive Director 



to find the appropriate minutes and board policy, and to report at the next meeting. 
Board meeting: 
● The board received three guests who would like to partner with the society to clean and 
preserve the Coleman Cemetery. The Coleman group would like to use the society’s 
501 C 3 status as a fiscal agent as they fund raise for their project. Jeff’s suggested that 
this would be an appropriate time to hold an e-mail vote on the proposal. Val said that 
she could get one out. Jon said that if the proposal passes, the society and the Coleman 
group will need to sign a fiscal sponsorship agreement. 
● Discussion was held on the new signage for the archives. Val reminded the group that if 
the cost was less than $500.00 no prior approval is necessary. It was also shared that 
the Genealogical will be paying a portion of the costs, and that the Genealogical Society 
and Archives will be holding a joint open house on Sunday, December 7th from 
11:45a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
● There was no new information regarding the possibility of joining a pool of non-profit 
organizations in the area. Mark will follow up with e-mails and phone calls regarding this 
possibility. 
● Election of officers for 2026 was delayed until the December meeting. 
Action items: 
Prior to the next meeting these items are to be completed and readied for reporting: 
● Electronic vote on the Coleman Cemetery Proposal Val 
● Review of the minutes and policy on 5% for admin costs Val 
 
● Information regarding a possible non-profit insurance pool Mark 
The meeting closed at 7:35 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
December 17th via Zoom 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jeff Pietila 

Post Meeting Note: The proposal to act as fiscal sponsor for the Coleman Cemetery project was forwarded to 
the whole board via email where it was discussed over the course of November 24-25, 2025.  Krista Boyd 
moved, Mark Clinton seconded and the board approved that Whitman County Historical Society act as a 
non-profit fiscal agent for the Coleman Cemetery project.  Val will work with the group to set up the sponsorship 
agreement. 
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Appendix D 
On December 12, 2025, via email, the Board of Directors responded to the following request from The Pullman 
Depot Heritage Center: 

From: John-Mark Mahnkey <johnnym@pullman.com> 
Date: Fri, Dec 12, 2025, 12:57 PM 
Subject: RE: ERTS Complaint #743094 
To: Kathleen Ryan <kathleen.a.ryan@gmail.com>, Linda Hackbarth <lindahackbarth39@gmail.com>, 
Debbie Sherman <jdjsherman@msn.com>, Brandon Burch <brandon@burchweb.net> 
Cc: Kenneth Casavant <kennethlcasavant@gmail.com>, Sid Pierson <sidhpierson@gmail.com>, Kelly 
McGee <kelly.mariej@gmail.com>, Annette Pettenger <apetteng@completebbs.com>, Valoree Gregory 
<wchsdirector1@gmail.com> 
 
I have been in contact with Greg at AirTech and if we can get approval for testing from WCHS BoD in 
an expedient manner (prior to their meeting on Wednesday) we can probably schedule and have the 
tests done before Christmas.  Otherwise, if I schedule them after the meeting on Thursday the 18th, the 
testing and results will likely not be available until after the New Year.  
 
The estimate for testing the paint and blast materials remains $3,520.00.  If the WCHS BoD can 
approve an expenditure of that amount (or a reasonably higher amount at their discretion) we can get it 
scheduled and done ASAP.  
 
You may remember, the preliminary tests conducted returned a result of 0.5 PPM lead contamination.  
With more thorough testing, an average finding of less than the 5PPM threshold of concern would end 
the need for the Dept. of Ecology to be involved.  From there, we can plan a course of action for final 
material clean-up, depending on the results returned. 



 
Time is of the essence, so I have included Valoree Gregory on this email.  Val, would you please reach 
out to the WCHS Board members with this request and see if it can be approved via email prior to the 
scheduled meeting next week?  
 
Thank-you! 
-- 
John-Mark Mahnkey 
(208) 301-0487 
JohnnyM@Pullman.com 
 

The board clarified that the payment for this expense would be dispersed from funds already collected for this 
project.   

Jeff Pietila moved and Wendy Blake seconded, and the board approved to permit the depot group to 
use their funds to cover the costs of lead clean up, not to exceed $4,000.00 
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