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Presidents Report April 20, 2022 

I would like to thank all the committee chairs for their communication and updates.  We are 
making strides in moving the society forward.   

I met with Greg, Don, Mike, and Roger on Monday April 11 to look at and discuss the Traveling 
display case for the Cashup Davis Exhibit.  The intention is for this to possibly travel around the 
county and possibly outside of the County, so it needs to be secure and very presentable. I would 
like to thank them for their time and discussion. 

We received notice that WaFd Bank is closing in Colfax on July 13th. We will have to close our 
Safe Deposit Box.  Val is looking into our options. 

John Mark, Kathy and Debbie gave a wonderful presentation on the Depot March 17th at the Port 

Office.  

 

Report from the Archive, April 2022: 
 
Open to Public, regular posted hours Wednesdays, 9:00 AM through 12:00 PM. 
 
Staff have been present throughout working the following: 
 
Collating and cataloging donated collections and entering data into PastPerfect. 
 
Dealing with selections of collection that has nothing to do with Whitman County or it's people, 
to be de-Accessioned and move from collection. 
 
Accomplishing online requests, research and responses, consistently have several requests made 
of us each month. 
 
We are still experiencing good Archive visitations. 
 
 
Relationship with other museums / historical groups within Whitman County 
  Visits, and Donations: 
 
    WSU MASC, Working with Mark O'English one day a week with indexing & digital scanning of 
very recently received negatives from Bill Walter's son to the MASC. A good portion of these will 
go into our collection with credit s going to the MASC. Index completed with quantity of 
negatives at 582 ea. MASC received another 52 negatives from same source, will add to end of 



current project. 
 
Palouse High school Yearbooks, (15) ea. pulled from Archive collection #446, for on loan status to 
support Roy Chatters Print Museum collection. 
 
Whitman County Library received a donation of approx. (100) ea. negatives from Whitman 
County area ranging in years of 1920's thru 1930's. Kathy explained to donor that she was giving 
the negatives to Our Archives, due to the Library now having storage facilities for these 
negatives. Received message and negatives on April4, 2022. 
 
Contacted by Brenda Cox, of the Gladish magazine and request an interview about the Archive 
collection and what we do, to inform the public a better understanding of our presents and 
function. 
 
Contacted by Travis Greenwood (referenced by Donna P.) of the WCHS Newsletter and request 
an interview about the Archive collection and learn a little more about what we offer, perhaps 
use the archives to learn something as a demonstration for the readers, and maybe inform the 
readers about any ongoing projects. 
 
Contacted by the Colfax Historical Preservation Commission to Find out if WCHS is going to 
participate in Colfax 150 year celebration in late July, and if possible to share some of WCHS 
photo images from a rented booth. 
 
Depot Report for April 2022 

• Work on masonry restoration began again (between snowstorms!) 
• Roofing bids were sent to 36 contractors. The due date of April 19 was changed to April 

26. A date for opening bids will be selected. 
• Stage One reports were submitted for the 2023-25 Heritage Capital Project grant. The 

request covers restoration of windows and four doors, remodeling and reconfiguration of 
the restroom core (with the addition of an ADA unisex restroom), and the addition of a 
new main electric panel and switchgear. It also takes into consideration an estimate of 
$200,000 in cost over-rides from the previous grant. The total project request at this time 
is for $625,230.93. If approved, it would provide over $157,000 from the state. All final 
information is due June 14. 

• The Education/Events Committee hosted their first post-COVID Palouse People program 
on April 13 about post-WWII Japanese influences in the area. A new display on Pullman 
Fire Department history was prepared by Jamie Whitman. Plans are being discussed for 
the upcoming Depot Days in August. 

• The Steering Committee has completed the review and re-writing of several policy plans, 
which be submitted with the new grant application. 

• Debbie Sherman, Kathy Meyer, and John-Mark Mahnkey presented an update on depot 
accomplishments to the Port of Whitman commissioners and thanked them for their 
generous $50,000 grant. 

 



Directors Report 
• Had a meeting with Travis Greenwood. He will be putting together our newsletter. I will 

be an online version and we will send it out to the emails that we have. We talked about 
ideas on how to get more peoples emails in our system to better communicate with 
people.  

• Entering old donations into our new system. The new system is called Little Green Light 
and it is so great. It tracks donations and memberships.  

• Got the documents out of WaFED safety deposit box. Columbia bank is being bought out 
by Umpqua and they aren’t sure if they will be doing safety deposit boxes. I will check 
with Bank of Eastern Oregon. We also have a fire proof cabinet that locks at the Perkins 
House. I put the documents in there until we find something.  

• The internet at the Perkins House keeps disconnecting. We have tried everything with no 
success. Nancy is looking into Colfax Cable high speed internet services. We have lost 
revenue because some of the people would like to use the Perkins house for meetings, 
but they have to be able to provide Zoom. Our system will not support that.  

• Dave Benscoter called to see if the board ever decided on a fee for the Lost Apple project 
and he would like the funds to be taken out and applied to the Directors fund to help pay 
salary each year. He is contacting Mark to get the ball rolling.  

• Krista and I have been working on the Annual meeting. Krista is going to look into a date 
that doesn’t cross over with a home Cougar game in October. Austin and Laura Storm 
have agreed to let us host the event at St. Ignatius and let us do historic tours of the 
building. Austin will give an update and vision of what the building will become. We will 
have people sign up for the tours so we have an idea on how many people will be 
attending. More to come on the details.  

 
 
Holy Trinity Chapel was open during the season of Lent for contemplative quiet time sponsored 
by Palouse Federated Church.  The church sent a donation for use of the chapel.  Fall leaves did 
not get raked and I hope to get that done this spring if winter ever goes away!    Pat 
 
St. Ignatius Report 
The morgue area and nurses building are now all cleaned out. Eighteen pieces of glass have been 
replaced in the original window frames. We still have a lot to go, but it is progress on getting the 
building sealed up. We are working with a contractor and the city building inspector to get a plan 
in place to raise the floors and get a new roof. Tours started back up in March and have been 
very successful. We had a TV film in March and the travel channel may be coming in June.  
 
Perkins House Report 
I am requesting board approval of this expenditure of $1500 for fiber internet connection 
installation at Perkins House plus $40 per month for the most basic “silver plan” of continued 
service.   We need to choose the more expensive underground install to keep the historic look of 
Perkins House.  We would need to pay $55 for a wireless router. So in total it would cost 
approximately $1555 plus $40 per month.  Justification includes: 
 



1.  We have lost at least three venue opportunities (wedding receptions and one baby shower) 
because we cannot offer reliable Zoom and other internet connection.  So we are losing 
potential income and it negatively impacts our marketing to host meetings, events.  The Mayor’s 
group on the Greenway Walking path, also needs Zoom capabilities.  They meet monthly at 
Perkins House.  
 
2.  Val is unable to work from Perkins House without good internet.  This means the House sits 
empty a lot more than it should. 
 
3. Broadband service (our current) in general is a very inferior internet service.  I have been told 
by a couple experts that if something goes wrong with our system, it would likely not be repaired 
or maintained much longer anyway because it is so outdated.    
 
So for all these reasons, I believe now is the time to update the system.  (Our former plan to 
possibly piggyback internet installation with our drain field work this summer is no longer 
advisable.   The cable company would NOT be using the same ditch for install after all.) 
 
Thank you for taking this issue to the board for a decision.     Nancy  

 


