
Whitman County Historical Society Board Minutes 

Jan. 16, 2019, Pullman Depot Heritage Center 

Board members present: Greg Partch, Jeff Pietila, Janet Barstow, Mark Clinton, Carrie Lipe, Denise Mahnkey, Jon 

Anderson, Greg Druffel, Krista Boyd, Val Gregory, Linda Hackbarth.  

Guests: Kathy Meyer, John-Mark Mahnkey, Ed Garretson, Nancy Rothwell, Jim Fitzgerald, Kathleen Ryan, Debbie 

Sherman, Dave Hoyt, Bob Clark, Annette Pettenger. 

Minutes of Nov. 14, 2018 were approved as read by Mark Clinton (we did not meet in December). Consent agenda 

including Treasurer’s report and November’s minutes was approved.  

Depot Report: 

Linda reported that the executive committee (Linda Hackbarth, Kathy Meyer, Denise Mahnkey, John-Mark Mahnkey, 

Kathleen Ryan, Debbie Sherman, Dave Hoyt, Bob Clark and Annette Pettenger) has been meeting regularly and defining 

goals. 

Debbie Sherman asked for confirmation in writing that WCHS owns the Depot property, which would aid in grant-writing 

and soliciting donations. Currently about $25,000 has been raised, before the official campaign has begun.  

Jon Anderson reported he has done preliminary work with four banks for interim financing for the mortgage. A five year 

loan, with renewal options, for $300,000 is being considered. This would amount to approximately $2,000/month. An 

appraisal is necessary, which would be at the Society’s expense. The bank chooses the appraiser. During the five-year 

period, fundraising could pay off the Depot property first, then begin renovations. Property tax will need to be paid 

because the building has a renter (driving school).  

Kathy Meyer said the capital fundraising campaign is slated to begin immediately.  

Linda moved, Janet Barstow seconded, that one member of the Depot executive board meet with Jon and Greg to 

secure financing for current debt for purchase of the depot. Unanimous approval. 

Janet moved, Jeff Pietila seconded that Greg, Linda, Kathy and Val meet monthly or as needed to discuss Depot issues. 

Unanimous approval. 

Jon moved, Mark seconded to authorize expenditure for appraisal of Depot property through a prospective lending 

institute. Unanimous approval.  

Linda moved, Krista seconded to have Jon write a letter defining WCHS’s ownership of the Depot property and present 

to Debbie Sherman (fundraising chairwoman) within one week. Unanimous approval.  

Director’s Report: 

A WSU doctoral student in history, as well as an undergrad student have expressed interest in helping keep Depot open 

Saturdays from 10 to 4.  

Donations and renewals can now be made online. There is a 3% service charge.  

Perkins House is closed during January and February.  

Jim and Nancy got a bid from Palouse Concrete to fix the sidewalk in front of Perkins House – that job is currently in 

progress following an email poll of the board. Bid was approved for $2,237.93. 



Several donations have recently been received for the Archives. 

President Report: 

Hay School Bell: Last fall the historical society was contacted via Dennis Roe about a Hay School bell in the possession of 

the Scheideman family, who wanted to donate it to an appropriate group. It was then moved to the storage shed at the 

Perkins House. Jeannine Larkin, representing the Hay Church, has offered a fitting display of the bell at the Church, and 

when weather allows, the bell will be moved back to its former community.  

Volunteer of the Year will be awarded at the Ice Cream Social. Nominees can be emailed to Greg who will send the list 

out for email voting. Val will send out the list of past recipients.  

One more pledge is needed for full funding of Director’s position. Six of eight necessary pledges have been secured, with 

one more pledge coming from the endowment trust fund.  

Greg and Linda attended a board training seminar and reported it valuable. Greg would like to invite the presenter for a 

potential “retreat” of the WCHS board. 

Denise Mahnkey was asked and accepted the chair of the oral history committee. 

Kathy asked if the Depot executive committee is covered by liability insurance. The answer was yes and will be discussed 

further at next month’s meeting. Our insurance carrier will be invited to attend the February meeting and go over our 

insurance coverage. Jon will contact our Pullman agent about attending. Ed pointed out that all committee members 

need to be members in order to be covered. 

Nancy Rothwell: 

She is currently writing job descriptions for various Perkins House committees. She is updating the Ice Cream Social 

planning book. The Social has been moved back a week, to June 23. The engineer (Evan Laubach) will be involved with 

the foundation committee.  

Kathy Meyer: 

Feb. 2 will be the first of the “Palouse People” series to be presented at the Depot. Featured will be Thelma VanTine 

who was a cook for railroad crews. These presentations will be alternated with book talks of local interest. The 

committee also hopes to present Trivia Night at the Palouse Caboose. 

Jim Fitzgerald: 

Jim offered to do remedial earth removal around the cabin to save what foundation remains. Board approved. 

The next meeting will be Feb. 20 at Palouse Museum. 

 


