
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting 
2-18-2026; 7:00pm; via Zoom 
 
Board members present: Jeff Pietila, Mark Clinton, Jon Anderson, Janet Barstow, Pat Flansburg, Denise 
Mahnkey, Linda Hackbarth, Wendy Blake, Val Gregory 
 
Jon Anderson moved, Linda Hackbarth seconded, and the board approved the consent agenda as submitted. 
 
Members reviewed the latest draft of the Volunteer Handbook and suggested minor changes to word choice 
regarding firearms, noted a needed correction on the last page to replace “library” with some form of our 
society name, and improvements to the formatting of bullet points.  Val Gregory will send out the final version 
via email for all the board members to sign. 
Jon Anderson moved, Denise Mahnkey seconded, and the board approved that the suggested updates to the 
Volunteer Handbook be accepted. 
 
The chair called for additional ideas for fundraising and improved fiscal management.   
It was suggested that it may be time to consider raising dues, in combination with a push to gain new 
members.   
Current Bunchgrass expenses (about $1,200 per issue) were compared to previous costs and to our total 
membership income (about $12,000 per year).  The current local printer, J&H Printing, has been a definite 
improvement over the previous printing service provider. It was noted that the past year’s efforts to clean up 
the mailing list have been successful and will continue. 
Many members concurred with the need to eventually house the Archives at the Depot, and that the current 
reliance on renters should, as a long term goal, be transitioned to endowment based funding.  Jon provided the 
rough estimate that an endowment of at least a one million dollars would be needed to cover the Depot 
operating expenses. (See supporting documentation regarding Depot expenses below, Appendix A)  Growing 
our endowment is definitely something to work on. 
It was suggested that we should do a better job of encouraging community members to include WCHS in their 
estate planning. 
It was noted that lifetime members don’t get yearly dues reminders, and that perhaps we should start sending 
them a yearly report of Society activities and to include a list of further donation opportunities. 
 
The board acknowledges the importance of continuing to apply for the Heritage Grant to support future plans 
for the Depot interior restoration while efforts toward finishing restoration of the railcars remain the immediate 
priority.  Linda will work with Val to get that application on a future agenda for the board to approve. 
 
Alex Otero submitted lists of equipment to be acquired with the funds donated by Robert King. (See Appendix 
B, below)  
Jon Anderson moved, Linda Hackbarth seconded, and the board approved that the purchases go forward upon 
Robert King’s affirmation that the listed equipment fulfills his donation intentions. 
 
Janet reported that her fundraising efforts for the Print Museum would be made easier if she could assure 
donors that their donations towards building repairs and capital projects would be kept separate from funds for 
general operations.  To that end, she requests that those donations be listed separately in the Society’s 
financial records.   
Linda Hackbarth moved, Janet  Barstow seconded and the board approved that our Treasurer set up a 
separate restricted fund for Roy M. Chatters Newspaper and Printing Museum capital improvements. 
 



Jeff Pietila reported that the Executive Committee will be meeting on Wednesday, March 4th at 7pm to review 
finances and start planning fundraising. 
 
To improve coordination and information sharing with the rest of the Society, Linda would like one (or more) of 
the board members to join the Depot restoration committee.  Once the meeting schedule and committee 
member expectations are determined, she will work with Val to forward that information to the board to fill that 
position. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wendy Blake, Secretary 
 
Upcoming Meetings @ 7pm: 
Wednesday, March 18 – Perkins House     
Wednesday, April 15 – Palouse Museum 
Wednesday, May 13 – Depot 
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