
Monthly reports April 2021 

Palouse Museum Report: 

Don Myott has been volunteering at the museum on days I can’t be there. I’ve made decent progress on 

my various organization tasks, but still more to do before I can in good conscience “retire” and hand it 

off to the next person. (2021 marks 20 years for me there). 

 Alex Otero keeps me inspired with his weekly work on the Colfax newspaper project he is working on – 

a HUGE project of compiling an inventory from 3 different collections (archives, museum and donations 

from Gazette). He is great company too! 

Palouse has a pool of “COVID” money available to businesses and non-profits to help with lost income 

(including fundraisers) so the museum is on that list too. 

Sunshine is bringing visitors! 

DEPOT REPORT for April 2021 – from Linda Hackbarth 

• Although everyone recognized its historic significance, the PDHC Steering Committee expressed 
concerns regarding WCHS Board’s decision to add St. Ignatius Hospital to its list of properties 
during its April 13th meeting. Some centered around potential conflict that might arise if that 
new entity wanted to seek the same grants as the existing properties. Another question asked 
was, “What effect might this have on potential dilution of the donor base, since we might be 
asking the same people for money.” Others wondered if this new group will be allowed to have 
an official “Board of Directors” since the Depot was told it would not be possible, thus we are 
guided by a Steering Committee. Many just wanted more information as to intent, plans, and 
potential impact on the society and asked if it was a “done deal.” Other issues related to any 
financial liability that the WCHS will assume and additional workload for the WCHS Director and 
Treasurer.  
Who will be considered the owner of St. Ignatius? Will it be a WCHS property like all the others? 

“My concern relates to the ownership of the St. Ignatius property by private individuals instead 

of being owned by the historical society. Should they default on any projects moving forward, 

does that leave the historical society financially responsible for those dollars & thus put the rest 

of WCHS properties in jeopardy?”  What has WCHS actually “granted” to this group by the vote 

taken? 

• The Whitman County Port Commissioners voted to grant PDHC the sum of $50,000 to be 
forthcoming in 2022. 

• Prospects for being able to begin exterior restoration this year look positive as budgeting for the 
Heritage Capital Grants has been approved by both House and Senate. We have remained in 
contact with our three legislators, thanking them for their support. We met on site with 
representatives from another potential preservation company, Talisman Construction, Spokane. 
They are very interested in our Stage 1 plans to restore the masonry and roofing but realize we 
cannot seek actual bids until funds are released – possibly July. The Restoration Committee 
continues to meet to consider roofing materials, study structural modifications needed due to 
the ceiling beams removed in the past, and determine bid parameters.  



• Plans are moving forward with an application for a $75,000 grant from the Washington Trust for 
Historic Preservation to restore the windows at the depot. So far, we have contacted four 
window preservation companies to obtain estimates and have met on site with two. They are 
based in Oregon City, OR., Spokane, WA, Coeur d’Alene, ID, and Deary, ID. All four have the 
necessary information to provide a cost estimate. During the process of meeting with these 
experts, we have acquired much new knowledge about the process of window restoration. We 
have had asbestos testing done to be assured that removing part of the false ceiling will not 
pose a problem to window removal and preservation efforts.  

• We made the decision to keep the freight room open on Saturdays 1-4 pm and adhere to 
current CDC standards. Jamie Whitman and family removed the long make-shift table on one 
wall and moved display cases – also prepared some new displays. The new overhead projector 
and laptop computers have been installed. Plans for their use are being discussed. Our internet 
problems are solved. 

• We accepted donated items from the Ken Vogel Collection, brought to town by Sally, and from 
Jon Anderson, when he and Rosalee visited. They are being cataloged and plans are being 
discussed as to how to properly include them in displays. 

• Preliminary ideas for a “Ken Vogel Day or Week” are under discussion – looking at the week of 
Pullman’s traditional Lentil Festival in August.  

• The Exhibits Committee continues to Zoom together to finalize designs and messaging for three 
commercially made interpretive signs to be placed outside. They will be financed through a 
$4,000 Meter Foundation grant. 

• A volunteer, Brandon Burch, has repaired what he can in the passenger car bathroom – now we 
need to make a decision on what type of flooring to install and whether we will try to add 
fixtures, etc. to follow actual 1940-era railroad designs. 

• Our application for acceptance onto the Pullman Historic Register is nearly complete and will be 
submitted. That process requires approval by the City Council and an open hearing prior to 
acceptance. Once completed the Depot will be able to apply for “special property tax valuation” 
that during the ten-year special valuation period, property taxes will not reflect substantial 
improvements made to the property. 

 

Lost Apple Project Update 

The past 5 weeks have been devoted to grafting. The first three weeks two members of our committee 

grafted once lost apple trees to rootstock, filling orders from people who purchased these trees. The last 

two weeks have been spent grafting once lost apples and apples identified as “possible” lost apples to 

our own orchards. When we find a delicious apple at the site of a homestead yet the apple identification 

experts are not able to identify the apple (yet), we graft the apple to a control tree in our orchards so 

that it gets irrigation and pest control not available in the wild. These apples are easier to identify once 

they begin producing on our trees. 

We knew 2020 was going to be an unusual year for the LAP because of Covid. Usually, our apple 

identification experts attend state fairs, county fairs, and fall festivals from September 1st through the 

end of October. With all those events cancelled in 2020 they were able to devote more weekends to 

trying to identify apples we sent them. We knew our projected expense for apple identification was 

going to be significantly higher, and it was. At over $11,000 it was more than double our projected cost. 



Fortunately, we had donations earlier in the year that more than covered the increase. We anticipate 

2021 will begin to return to “normal” and our expense in this category will decrease. 

Dave Benscoter 

 

Report from the Archive, April 2021: 

 

Open to Public, regular posted hours Wednesdays, 10:00 AM through 12:00 PM. As statewide 

restrictions Recovery Plan, we are currently in Phase 

2, https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/HealthyWashingtonPhasedChart.pdf 

 

With Recovery Plan being changed to Phase 2 as of April 16, we allow visits to our facility up to 

25% capacity as per recommendations stated on page 4 & 5 

at: https://www.governor.wa.gov/issues/issues/covid-19-resources/covid-19-reopening-

guidance-businesses-and-workers 

Staff have been present throughout working the following: 

 

Organizing and indexing loose general paper items. 

 

Collating and cataloging donated collections and entering data into PastPerfect. 

 

Accomplishing online requests, research and responses, minimum requests made of us this 

month. 

 

Have had several walk in folks doing research, needing assistance. 

 

Artifact Room items relocated to Colfax Mercantile building have approx. 5 months remaining 

until extension request or relocating has been updated upon recent conversation with Val is that 

we have an extention of the current storage per Mr. Strom, owner of the Mercantile Building. 

 

WCHS Artifacts, has received two larger than normal donations of Whitman county Artifacts 

packages that still in the processing mode, category grouping, indexing, marking and logging in 

to PastPerfect 

 

March 26, 2021, I visited Dayton Washington to see how they used the PastPerfect program. 

 

The Boldman House Museum: 

 410 N 1st St, Dayton, WA 99328 

  Spent approx. 1 1/2 hours with Amy 

  The Boldman House is a closed operation, they don't take any new artifact items. 

  PastPerfect is used as a "stand a lone" system, not connected to any other computer. 

  Only used to catalog / manage the existing artifacts in the Boldman House. 

 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/HealthyWashingtonPhasedChart.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/issues/issues/covid-19-resources/covid-19-reopening-guidance-businesses-and-workers
https://www.governor.wa.gov/issues/issues/covid-19-resources/covid-19-reopening-guidance-businesses-and-workers


Dayton Historic Depot: 

 222 E Commercial St, Dayton, WA 99328 

  Spent approx. 1 hours with Shelly 

  The Depot is also a closed operation, 

  PastPerfect is used as a stand a lone system, not connected to any other computer. 

  Only used for mailing list for newsletter and membership /dues tracking of both the Depot and 

the Boldman House. 

  The Depot accept artifect, but currently not cataloged with PastPerfect. 

  Questions answered about Membership list is they do not use any of the default / canned list 

that come with the program, they created a custom "Active Membership" list that does what they 

need. Each new year they, update the list to reflect their current paid up members, others 

dropped unless paid up. I believe their membership dues are all required by a certain day. 

 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 I have a meet up scheduled with Mary and Hailey at the "Nez Perce 

County Historical Society in Lewiston, to see how they utilize PastPerfect. 

 

For the record, I've left 2 voice messages in the last three weeks with no response in regards to 

getting our photos accessible online utilizing the "Washington Rural Heritage" Site, such as 

used by the Whitman County Library: 

  Evan Robb 

  Digital Repository Librarian, State of Washington 

  (360) 704-5228 

  Evan.robb@sos.wa.gov 

 

If no response soon, will switch over to email request for application possibility / process to 

access. 

WCHS Board Report:  Perkins House     

Perkins House weekend tours are in progress again thanks to Frank. 

Capital Projects - Foundation Repair work has gone well. The leveling of the House (sometimes 

as much as TWO INCHES) has been completed and one can “feel” the difference on the first floor in 

the music and sitting rooms especially.  Phase Two which is the exterior work of 2 drain fields and 

brick/mortar repair will begin once weather improves and lawn dries out a bit. We continue with 

fund raising efforts. 

Yard Improvements –The garden upgrading work overall and with Alex McGregor and family 

continues (particularly for “Norma’s Garden”). Two new metal trellis have been installed by the 

McGregor Co. and they look fabulous (powder-coated so very durable over time and will not dry rot 

like past trellises). This summer, we will plan a “rededication” event to celebrate.  We are hosting a 

major garden cleanup effort Sunday the 18th and expect 20-25 volunteers. The weather forecasters 

predict 71 degrees, yea.  

mailto:Evan.robb@sos.wa.gov


Ice Cream Social/Railroad Days:  The Ice Cream Social has been cancelled for this year. Our hoped 

for “RAILROAD DAYS AT PERKINS HOUSE – June 20th has also been cancelled because the national 

RR speeders group would not give approval for public rides during COVID threats.  We are hoping 

to plan a small outdoors-only event to include a “Drive By Fashion Show” similar to last year.  We 

can keep visitors socially distanced this way.  

Window Display on Main Street: We have provided period dress/mannequin and a few antiques 

for a window display in the former Gazette building. This will advertise tours at Perkins House. Kim 

Nugym, building owner recently unveiled the window 

History Club at Colfax High: One of two video tapings for a “Tidbits from Perkins House Museum” 

article on the WCHS website and YouTube.  Volunteers are dressing in vintage clothing and replica 

clothing for these sessions.  The high school students are very enthusiastic about Perkins House, 

and several have never visited before.  

Docent Training Session – We recently held a “How to Be a Docent” demo at Perkins House with 

Frank leading the effort. It was well attended and full of enthusiasm. Jill conducted a garden “walk 

through” to talk about our planned changes.   

 News media – Nancy was recently interviewed by journalists about the foundation repair status of 

the House.  The Daily Evergreen news of WSU was one. 

New Volunteer: We have another new volunteer, Dee.  While her available time is limited, we 

welcome her.   

Submitted by Nancy Rothwell 

 


