
Eighth Grade Graduation Examination, 1912 (Shortened) 
Spelling 
The teacher will quiz the student orally on the spelling of the following words: adjective, antecedent, architect, 
associate, authentic, autumn, benefit, bequeath, chandelier, circulate, conceive, conscious, creature, diagram, diminish, 
eccentric, endeavor, exaggerate, exhaust, genuine, hideous, hyphen, incentive, masculine, monotony, musician, partial, 
participate, patient, pennyweight, potential, relieve, rhinoceros, scissors, symptom, synopsis, vinegar. 
 

Arithmetic 
1. Write in words the following numbers:      .5764          .000003         .123416          653.0965        43.37 
2. Solve:   35.7 + 4 = ?            5.8 + 5.14 – 59.112 = ? 
3. Kalsomine [whitewash] is 12.5¢ per sq. yd. How much will it cost to kalsomine the walls of a room that is 20 x 16 ft. 

wide, with walls 9 ft. high, a door 8 ft. x 4 ft. 6 in., and 2 windows 5 ft. x 3 ft. 6 in. each?  
4. A man bought a farm for $2400 and sold it for $2700. What percent did he gain? 
5. A man sold a watch for $180 and lost 16-2/3% on the sale. What was the original cost of the watch? 
6. In a school of 120 pupils, there were 2/3 as many boys as girls. How many of each gender were enrolled? 
7. How much rope is needed to reach from the top of a building 40 ft. high to the ground 30 ft. from its base?   
8. If a man’s steps each measure 2 ft. 4 in., how many steps will he take to walk 2¼ miles? 
9. At $1.62½ per cord, what will be the cost of a pile of wood 24 ft. long, 4 ft. wide, and 6 ft. 3 in. high? 

10. If you borrow $50.30 at 8% interest for 3 yrs., 3 mos., and 3 days, how much in interest will you have to pay? 
 

Grammar 
1. How many parts of speech are there? Define each. 
2. What is the difference between a proper noun and a common noun? 
3. What is a personal pronoun? Decline “I.” 
4. Change the Voice of the verb in the following sentence: “William struck James.” 
5. Adjectives have how many degrees of comparison?   
6. Compare “good,” “wise,” and “beautiful.” 
7. Diagram the following sentence: “The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” 
 

Geography 
1. Define latitude and longitude 
2. Name and give the boundaries of the five zones. 
3. Describe the Gulf Stream. 
4. Describe the Erie Canal: what waters does it connect, and why is it important? 
5. Describe the location of the following countries: Turkey, Greece, Serbia, and Romania. 
6. Name the capitals of all states that touch the Ohio River. 
7. Describe the location of these cities: Mobile, Quebec, Buenos Aires, Liverpool, and Honolulu. 
8. Name in the order of their size the three largest states in the United States. 
9. Describe the location of the following mountain ranges: Himalaya, Andes, Alps. 

10. Through what waters would a ship sail on its way from England through the Suez Canal to Manila? 
 

Physiology 
1. Compare the size of the liver to other glands in the human body. Where is it found? What does it secrete? 
2. Name the organs of circulation, and describe the heart. 
3. Compare arteries and veins with regard to function.  
4. What are the chief nervous centers of the body? 
5. Define “cerebrum” and “cerebellum.” 
6. What are the functions (or uses) of the spinal column? 
 

History and Government 
1. Define and give an example of a Democracy, a Limited Monarchy, an Absolute Monarchy, and a Republic. 
2. Name three rights given only to Congress by the Constitution and two actions denied to Congress. 
3. Briefly sketch the lives of Sir Walter Raleigh and Peter Stuyvesant. 
4. By what groups were these states settled: Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Florida? 
5. During what wars were these battles fought: Brandywine, Great Meadows, Lundy’s Lane, Antietam, and Buena Vista? 
6. Describe the battle of Quebec. 
7. Explain the causes of the War of 1812 and name an important battle fought during that war. 
8. Name two presidents who have died in office of natural causes and three who have been assassinated. 
9. Name the last battles of the Civil War, the War of 1812, and the French and Indian Wars. Who commanded each? 

10. Who was the only president to be impeached, and what was the charge against? 
11. Who invented the following: the telegraph, cotton gin, sewing machine, telephone, and phonograph? 



Answers 
Arithmetic 
1. Write in words the following numbers:       

.5764 = five thousand seven hundred sixty-four ten-thousandths 

.000003 = three millionths 

.123416 = one hundred twenty-three thousand four hundred (and) sixteen millionths 
653.0965 = six hundred fifty-three and nine hundred sixty-five ten-thousandths 
43.37 = forty-three and thirty-seven one-hundredths 

2. Solve:   35.7 + 4 = 39.7           5.8 + 5.14 – 59.112 = -48.172 

3. How much will it cost to kalsomine the walls?  $8.01 
4. A man bought a farm for $2400 and sold it for $2700. What percent did he gain? 12.5% 
5. A man sold a watch for $180 and lost 16.66% on the sale. What was the original cost of the watch? $216 
6. How many boys and girls were enrolled? 48 boys, 72 girls 
7. How much rope is needed? 50 ft. 
8. If a man’s steps each measure 2 ft. 4 in., how many steps will he take to walk 2¼ miles? 5,092 
9. What will be the cost of a pile of wood 24 ft. long, 4 ft. wide, and 6 ft. 3 in. high? $7.62 

10. If you borrow $50.30 at 8% for 3 yrs., 3 mos., and 3 days, how much interest will you have to pay? $13.11 
 

Grammar 
1. 8 Parts of speech:    Noun: any concrete or abstract entity—a person, place, thing, idea, quality (man, city, ball, honesty) 

 Pronoun: any substitute for a noun or noun phrase (I, you, mine, their) 

 Adjective: any qualifier or descriptor of a noun (five, red) 

 Verb: any action or state of being (walk, is) 

 Adverb: any qualifier or descriptor of an adjective, verb, or other adverb (reddish, quickly, very) 

 Preposition: any establisher of relation and syntactic context (in, to, with, by, of, between) 

 Conjunction: any syntactic connector (and, but, however) 

 Interjection: any stand-alone emotional greeting, exclamation, or opinion (Well, Whew! Tut-tut,) 

2. What is the difference between proper and common nouns?  A proper noun is the specific name of person, place, or 
thing (Michael, Colfax, Congress); a common noun is a person, place, or thing in general (boy, town, meeting). 

3. What is a Personal Pronoun? A personal pronoun is a pronoun that refers to a particular person, group, or thing. 
Decline “I.” I, me, my, mine, myself, we, us, our, ours, ourselves. 

4. Change the Voice of the verb in “William struck James.” James was struck by William. 
5. Adjectives have how many degrees of comparison?  3 (positive, comparative, and superlative) 
6. Compare “good,” “wise,” and “beautiful.”  Good, better, 

best. Wise, wiser, wisest. Beautiful, more beautiful, 
most beautiful. 

7. Diagram “The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.”  
 

Geography 
1. Define latitude and longitude. Imaginary lines that divide the Earth into measurable horizontal and vertical lines. 

Latitude lines are measured from the equator to the poles. Longitude lines extend from the north to south poles.  
2. Name and give the boundaries of the 5 zones. 1. North Frigid Zone, north of the Arctic Circle; 2: North Temperate 

Zone, between the Arctic Circle and Tropic of Cancer; 3. Torrid Zone, between the tropical circles; 4. South Temp-
erate Zone, between the Tropic of Capricorn and Antarctic Circle; 5. South Frigid Zone, south of the Antarctic Circle. 

3. Describe the Gulf Stream. A warm ocean current that flows from the Gulf of Mexico parallel with the US coast 
toward Newfoundland, Canada, and then continues across the Atlantic Ocean toward northwestern Europe. 

4. Describe the Erie Canal: what waters does it connect, and why is it important? A man-made waterway in New York 
that runs 363 miles from Albany, New York, on the Hudson River to Buffalo, New York, at Lake Erie, completing a 
navigable water route from the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes. It was the first transportation system between 
the eastern seaboard and the western interior of the United States that did not require portage. 

5. Describe the location of:  a. Turkey is the heart of the Ottoman Empire and occupies Asia Minor; its boundaries are 
the Black Sea to the north, the Aegean Sea to the west, the Mediterranean Sea and Syria to the south, Georgia and 
Armenia to the east, and Iran and Iraq on the southeast corner. b. Greece comprises the southern half of the Balkan 
Peninsula on both sides of the Gulf of Corinth; its boundaries are the Mediterranean Sea to the west and south, the 
Aegean Sea to the east, and Macedonia to the north. c. Serbia is located directly north of the Balkan Peninsula; 
landlocked, it is bordered by the Austro-Hungarian Empire to the north, Bosnia and the Ottoman Empire to the 
southwest, and Romania and Bulgaria to the east. d. Romania is located on the western coast of the Black Sea; it is 
bordered by Russia on the east, the Austro-Hungarian Empire on the north and west, and Bulgaria on the south.   

6. Name the capitals of all states that touch the Ohio River. Frankfort, Kentucky; Columbus, Ohio; Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Charleston, West Virginia; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Springfield, Illinois. 



7. Describe the location of: a. Mobile - Alabama, b. Quebec – Quebec, Canada, c. Buenos Aires - Argentina, d. Liverpool - 
England, and e. Honolulu - Hawaii. 

8. Name in the order of their size the three largest states in the United States. Texas, California, Montana. 
9. Describe the location of the following mountain ranges: a. the Himalayas - Asia, separating the plains of India from 

the Tibetan Plateau; b. the Andes – western South America, running vertically the length of the continent; c. the 
Alps – central Europe, north of the Italian peninsula. 

10. Through what waters would a ship sail on its way from London to Manila? The Thames River, North Sea, English 
Channel, North Atlantic Ocean (and possibly the Bay of Biscay), Strait of Gibraltar, Mediterranean Sea, Suez Canal, 
Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, Indian Ocean, Strait of Malacca, South China Sea, and Manila Bay. 

 

Physiology 
1. Compare the size of the liver to other glands in the human body. The liver is the largest gland in the body. Where is 

it found? Below the diaphragm in the abdomen. What does it secrete? Bile. 
2. Name the organs of circulation. Heart, lungs, blood vessels.  Describe the human heart. An organ, about the size of a 

fist, that pumps the blood. Its 4 sections are the left atrium, right atrium, left ventricle, and right ventricle. 
3. Compare arteries and veins. Arteries distribute oxygenated blood through the body; veins carry deoxygenated 

blood back to the heart.   
4. What are the chief nervous centers of the body? The brain and spinal cord. 
5. Define “cerebrum” and “cerebellum.” The cerebellum is located just above the brain stem and controls balance, 

equilibrium and fine movement coordination. The cerebrum is located in the front portion of the brain, and 
determines intelligence, personality, interpretation of sensory impulses and motor function. 

6. What are the functions (or uses) of the spinal column? It supports the body and protects the spinal cord. 
 

History and Government 
1. Define and give an example of each of the following forms of government: Democracy – a government in which each 

adult individual has an equal, direct vote, and the majority rules. Ex: Ancient Athens (although most women and all 
slaves were not allowed to participate).  Limited Monarchy – a government with a ruler whose power is limited by 
a constitution and representative institutions. Ex: Great Britain. Absolute Monarchy – a government with a ruler 
who is not limited by a constitution, and whose power is inherited, not appointed or elected. Ex: The Russian 
Empire. Republic – a government in which the people elect leaders (usually called presidents or prime ministers) 
and representatives to make decisions on their behalf. Ex: Ancient Rome and the United States. 

2. Name three rights given only to Congress by the Constitution and two rights denied Congress. Only Congress can    
  declare war, impeach a president and/or Supreme Court justices, and raise and lower federal taxes. Congress 

cannot pass a law that turns an act into a crime after the fact, suspend a writ of habeas corpus, pass a Bill of 
Attainder, tax goods exported from any state, or vote its members a pay raise during their current term in office. 

3. Briefly sketch the lives of Sir Walter Raleigh and Peter Stuyvesant. Sir Walter Raleigh was an English aristocrat,  
      writer, poet, soldier, courtier, spy, and explorer. He is known for popularizing tobacco in England. In 1594, Raleigh  
      tried to find a "City of Gold" in South America but failed. Peter Stuyvesant served as the last Dutch Director-General 

of New Netherland from 1647 to 1664, when it was ceded to the English and renamed New York. 
4. By what groups were these states settled and why? Georgia – British colonists seeking land, Maryland – British 

Catholics seeking religious freedom, Massachusetts – British Pilgrims seeking religious freedom, Rhode Island – 
non Puritan protestants seeking religious freedom from the Pilgrims, and Florida – the French and Spanish. 

5. During what wars were the following battles fought? Brandywine – Revolutionary War, Great Meadows – French 
and Indian War, Lundy’s Lane – War of 1812, Antietam – Civil War, and Buena Vista – Mexican-American War. 

6. Battle of Quebec. Fought Dec. 31, 1775, during the Revolutionary War, between the American Continental Army and 
the British defenders of the city of Quebec. It was the first major defeat for the Americans. General Richard 
Montgomery was killed, Benedict Arnold was wounded, and Daniel Morgan and 400 men were taken prisoner. 

7. Explain the causes of the War of 1812 and name an important battle fought during that war. Americans resented 
trade restrictions due to Britain's war with France, as well as the impressment of American merchant sailors into 
the Royal Navy. Notable was the Battle of Baltimore, during which the words to the National Anthem were penned. 

8. Name 2 presidents who have died in office of natural causes and 3 who have been assassinated. Natural: William 
Henry Harrison and Zachary Taylor. Assassinated: Abraham Lincoln, William McKinley, and James A. Garfield. 

9. Name the last battles of the Civil War, the War of 1812, and the French and Indian Wars. Who commanded each?  
a. Battle of Columbus, Georgia (April 16, 1865), commanders were Union General James H. Wilson and Confederate 
Major General Howell Cobb. b. Battle of New Orleans (January 8, 1815), with Andrew Jackson leading the 
Americans and Edward Pakenham the British. c. Battle of Signal Hill (September 15, 1762), with British forces led 
by William Amherst and French forces led by Guillaume de Bellecombe. 

10. What was the name of the only president to be impeached, and on what charge? Andrew Johnson, for violating the 
"Tenure of Office Act," when he sought to remove his Secretary of War without Senate approval.  

11. Who invented the following? telegraph – Samuel Morse, cotton gin – Eli Whitney, sewing machine – Elias Howe, 
telephone – Alexander Graham Bell, and phonograph – Thomas Alva Edison. 


