
Information for Schoolhouse Volunteers 
 

Welcome to the Jones Schoolhouse Committee, a branch of the Whitman County Historical 

Society! Thank you so much for being willing to volunteer your time and energy to this project. 

We are looking forward to another exciting year and know you will be a great help. Moreover, 

we can't wait to hear your ideas! 

I. What we do:  

Basically, we staff and operate the Jones Schoolhouse during the Palouse Empire Fair (Thursday 

through Sunday after Labor Day) and offer field trips at the schoolhouse in September, October, 

April, and May. (See the Palouse Empire Fair To Do List for details.) Some years we host an 

Adult Spelling Bee at the fair on the last day, Sunday. 

Field trips usually recreate a day in a one-room schoolhouse – as closely as possible – but a little 

shorter as we have to account for the time it takes classes to travel to and from their schools. 

Thus, a day usually lasts from 9:30 or 10:00 to 1:30 or 2:00. (See the multiple handouts available 

for details.) Teachers (usually two) MUST be dressed in late 19th-century costume.  

Sometimes we give programs at the schoolhouse for various community groups – these can be 

simply informational (several PowerPoint presentations are available for use) or participation-

based. We have discovered that adults (especially older adults) LOVE to experience our regular 

schoolhouse field trip. 

II. What you can do: 

Volunteers can be teachers, docents, or behind-the-scenes helpers – or any combination thereof.  
  

A. Teachers should have some experience teaching or acting. They may put together their own 

lesson(s) or use one or more that have already been outlined. They need to be to be able to 

put themselves in the past at all times. When teaching, it is 1895 in the schoolroom. 

Teachers must be surprised when students mention anything that has happened or been 

invented since 1895. Students should be told that the door into the schoolhouse is a Time 

Portal into the Past. Cross the threshold and it is 1895 (the year the schoolhouse was built). 

Teachers should also dress appropriately, in period costume.  

B. Docents can be teachers but don’t have to be. Docents should familiarize themselves with 

the history of education in Whitman County in general, especially from 1870 to 1950 or so, 

and with the history of the Jones Schoolhouse specifically. Ample materials are available to 

help! Docents should be friendly and outgoing, and able to interact with the public. Wearing 

period dress is optional. 

C. Behind-the-Scenes Helpers can support the operation of the schoolhouse by taking charge 

of scheduling, setting up exhibits and displays, making signs, and so on.   



III. What Volunteering at the Schoolhouse Might Cost: 

A. In the past, the fair has required volunteers to pay admission. Last year, single day 

admission was $8.00 per adult and $7.00 for a senior citizen. Wristbands for the entire 

fair were $17.00 each. Last year, however, schoolhouse volunteers were given free wrist 

bands! We hope this continues… 

 

B. The cost of a costume will vary. For women, a long dark skirt and white blouse work 

fine.  Attire more closely attuned to the mid-1890s is encouraged but not required. 

Vintage patterns are available on-line for those who sew. Avoid materials with prints or 

bright colors that look too modern. If possible, aim for something that looks like it 

actually would have been worn between 1885 and 1895. Bustles and puffed sleeves are 

recommended. Decent-looking vintage costumes are available on-line, but some are not 

appropriate. Clothing should be modest and practical – a schoolteacher would never have 

worn a saloon-girl costume, nor would she have worn a loose pioneer dress with a 

bonnet. For men, dark trousers and a white shirt, preferably with suspenders, should 

suffice. Excellent costumes for men are available on-line but tend to be expensive. 

Teachers can be as creative as they wish with accessories such as glasses and jewelry, 

keeping the era in mind, of course. Women with long hair should wear it up. Short hair – 

if students ask about it (and they usually don’t) – can be explained by telling them it was 

cut during a recent illness in order to reduce a high fever! 

 

C. Membership in Whitman County Historical Society is recommended for all volunteers 

(but not required). Volunteers who are members of WCHS are insured while they are 

volunteering; non-members are not. Individual membership is $30.00 per year (family 

membership is $50.00 per year).  

  

IV. Unpleasant Rules We Have to Talk About  

      (which may result in “separation” from the Schoolhouse Committee) 

A. There is no smoking allowed on or in properties owned or administered by WCHS.  State 

law requires smoking to be at least 20 feet from the door. 

 

B. There are no firearms allowed on properties owned or administered by WCHS. 

 

C. Chronic lateness to – or failure to show up for – an assigned field trip or event (without 

prior notice) may result in a request to resign from the committee. 

 

D. Theft or deliberate destruction of schoolhouse property or loaned materials will result in 

immediate termination of volunteer duties and possible prosecution. 


