
Whitman County Historical Society Board meeting June 15, at Archives 

Board members present: Mark Clinton, Kathy Meyer, Jeff Pietila, Greg Partch, Donna Potts, Linda 

Hackbarth, Janet Barstow, Val Gregory. Present via ZOOM: Krista Boyd, Theresa Dale, Jon Anderson. 

Consent agenda was approved with changes to minutes. Jon Anderson noted in the treasurer’s report  

that insurance premiums had gone up 12% for a total annual cost of $7,400. It was recommended other 

options be explored. Jon will make initial calls and Val will be the local contact. 

A lengthy discussion was held concerning the inventory policy, accession and deaccession procedures, 

and loan policy. Val will compile suggestions and present a proposal to discuss and vote on at the next 

meeting.  

It was noted that we have not followed up on suggestions made at our board training a year ago. This 

will be reviewed at our Sept. 14 board meeting, which Jeff Pietila offered to host at his home.  

The Volunteers of the Year will be announced at 1 p.m. at the Perkins House June 19. 

The newsletter was well received. It will no longer be mailed. Information will be added to renewal 

notices about how to access the newsletter if members do not receive it via email.  

Rhonda Penwell has expressed willingness to take on Nancy Rothwell’s position as Perkins House 

Coordinator upon Nancy’s retirement at year’s end.  

Ed Garretson has advised of his plans to retire as editor of the Bunchgrass Historian in one and a half 

years.  

Kathy Meyer requested suggestions for speakers for the Palouse People series sponsored by the Depot. 

Alex Otero reported that past newsletters have been digitized and are searchable. 

Linda Hackbarth reported that of 35 invitations to bid on the Depot roof, only 2 responded. A metal roof 

option was $958,000. Another bid was for $450,000 but the bidder did not want to be the general 

contractor, only a sub-contractor. This bid included taking the existing roof off, putting on a new roof 

and gutters for $450,000 and did not include soffits, fascia and attic repairs. There is a 45-day period to 

respond to bidders. 

The $258,000 grant must be used by next June. The grant requires 1/3 grant money and 2/3 private 

funding. 

Jon Anderson recommended another working session with the Depot steering committee July 20 at 6 

p.m. prior to the regular board meeting.  

Janet Barstow, Secretary 

 



 


