
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting at Archives 

Jan. 19, 2022 

Board members present: Mark Clinton, Jeff Pietila, Janet Barstow, Krista Boyd, Donna Potts, Linda 

Hackbarth, Kathy Meyer. Present via ZOOM: Val Gregory and Denise Mahnkey. 

Guests: Donna St. John and Alex Otero 

Consent agenda was approved.  

A $28,000 CARES Act grant was applied for, to cover lost income due to closures and reduced 

fundraising events during COVID, and extra cleaning supplies needed. The awards should be announced 

in February.  

Jeff Pietila presented examples of Mission Statements from other similar organizations, as well as our 

current one. Much discussion ensued. Jeff will present a revised version at the February meeting.  

Jeff is meeting with Alex McGregor concerning the proposed agriculture museum at the state line, and 

will report at the February meeting.  

Alex Otero has been researching software options for organizing and sharing pictures.  

To use the Base “5.0 with Internet access” version, we would buy updated PastPerfect software 

and use our system to put pictures on-line. The photo files would be small, and if viewers wanted higher 

grade pictures they would have to contact us. 6-10 people can have access to files from off site. 

A different PastPerfect, “Web” edition is now available, prep work would have to be done 

before files (photos and data) are uploaded. To have pictures all on the Cloud, up to 10 people can have 

access to files. 

Alex prefers using the Base “5.0 with Internet access” version with offsite computers present at 

WCHS sites, but there would have to be a hard drive back-up. A 10-license version of Past Perfect costs 

approximately $1800 for the license, with an annual fee of $500. Computers would have to be 

purchased as well. 

Little Green Light was mentioned as a possible program for tracking donors and membership dues. It 

costs $35/month and allows multiple users. Val signed up for a 30-day trial and will report on its 

suitability at the February meeting.  

Tech Soup is a company that provides software at much reduced rates. 

Alex also asked about a deaccession policy to be established for items that are not pertinent to Whitman 

County and should be deaccessioned from the Archives. Mark Clinton will draft a policy to be discussed 

at the February meeting. Jeff suggested that Alex could periodically make a list of items to be 

deaccessioned and present to the board for approval. 



The newsletter editor position is still open.  

The next meeting will be at the Perkins House Feb. 16, and will include the annual trust report. 

Janet Barstow 

Secretary 


