Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting
5/20/2026 7 p.m. WCHS Archives, 525 NE Campus, Pullman

Board members present: Linda Hackbarth, Janet Barstow, Carol Larsen, Denise Mahnkey, Mark Clinton,
Krista Boyd (zoom), Jon Anderson (zoom), Val Gregory (zoom).

Guests: Molly and Terri Benscoter, Nolan Glueckert (Innovia Foundation), Jon-Mark Mahnkey, Mark
O’English (WSU university archivist), Alex Otero (WCHS archivist)

Mark Clinton served as acting president, Janet Barstow as acting secretary.

Janet Barstow questioned Linda Hackbarth about her financial report regarding all entities of the Society
Linda had sent with her monthly report. The report was corrected to $430 for fiscal year utilities of
Trinity Chapel. Jon Anderson offered to prepare individual entity reports in addition to his regular
reports.

Linda Hackbarth moved, Carol Larsen seconded to approve consent agenda with correction to Linda’s
report and addition of individual entity reports.

Nolan Glueckert, representing Innovia Foundation, handed out information and answered questions as
the Board considers switching the Endowment Fund management to Innovia. No vote was taken.

Molly and Terri Benscoter answered questions about the possibility of WCHS assuming management of

the Staley Museum. The Benscoters explained they are being proactive about the future of the museum
and exploring options for what that might entail. Both WCHS and the Benscoters had questions for each
other that will be answered at a later meeting. Concern was expressed about the roof replacement that
is likely needed as it is nearly 30 years old. As several board members were absent, no vote was taken at
this meeting.

Janet Barstow moved, and Denise Mahkey seconded to approve the application by the Pullman Depot
Heritage Center for the Washington State Capital Heritage Project Grant for the 2027-2029 biennium.
Unanimous approval.

Mark O’English, university archivist with WSU Library MASC (Manuscripts, Archives and Special
Collections), spoke along with Alex Otero, WCHS archivist, about a proposed project to scan the
archives’ collection of original Pullman Herald newspapers, which are showing signs of deterioration.
Some details are yet to be worked out, but the project could begin as early as August and would take an
estimated five years to complete. Only 2-3 years of newspapers at a time would be taken to MASC for
scanning.

Carol Larsen moved, Linda Hackbarth seconded that we support the project in return for a copy of the
digitized files that could be used by WCHS Archives. Unanimous approval.

Janet Barstow reported on deterioration of bricks at the Palouse Museum as a result of the roof leak.
She has consulted with one mason and will seek another opinion as well.



There were questions about our insurance plan coming due shortly. Val Gregory will address those
guestions with the insurance agent.

Janet Barstow requested that a review of our overtime and payment policy for Val Gregory be reviewed
and addressed at the next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:53 pm.

Upcoming Meetings @ 7 pm:

Wednesday June 17 at Depot, exec/depot committee at 6pm
Wednesday July 15 at Perkins House

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Barstow, acting secretary



