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Oct. 3, 2021  2 p.m. 

Colfax High School Auditorium 
President Greg Partch opened the meeting and welcomed attendees. This would have been the 49th 

annual meeting, but last year the annual meeting was not held due to COVID-19. 

Board members present: Director Val Gregory, Greg Partch, Mark Clinton, Jon Anderson, Janet Barstow, 

Linda Hackbarth, Theresa Dale, Krista Boyd, Denise Mahnkey, Jeff Pietila, Donna Potts, Kathy Meyer. 

Committee chairs present: Nancy Rothwell (Perkins House), Janet Barstow (Roy Chatters Printing 

Museum), Linda Hackbarth (Pullman Depot Heritage Center), Alex Otero (Archives), Dave Benscoter 

(Lost Apple Project), Sally Burkhart (Membership).  It was noted that the Society is now a Fiscal Sponsor 

for the Lost Apple Project (under the direction of Dave Benscoter) and St. Ignatius Hospital (under the 

direction of Austin and Laura Storm). The basic arrangement is that the Society receives tax-deductible 

donations, provides record-keeping, disburses funds, and writes thank-you notes for a percentage fee. 

Linda Hackbarth moved and Theresa Dale seconded to approve the minutes of the 2019 annual meeting. 

Motion approved. Jeff Pietila moved and Mark Clinton seconded to approve the 2021 financial report. 

Motion approved. Treasurer Jon Anderson noted it was a very productive year for the Society. He 

thanked generous supporters who enabled several projects (most notably Pullman Depot Heritage 

Center, Perkins House and Lost Apple Project) to make great progress. Annual reports from each project 

and property are available online at whitmancountyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Terms for four board members are up for renewal. As there were no nominations from the floor, Sally 

Burkhart moved, Theresa Dale seconded to approve Janet Barstow, Pat Flansburg, Linda Hackbarth and 

Greg Partch for the 2021-2023 term. Motion passed. 

Greg Partch reported that the WCHS Trust, an irreducible endowment fund to provide interest income 

to fund activities and operations, now provides over $12,000 annually, of which $5,000 currently goes 

towards the director’s annual salary. The full report will be presented at the February meeting. Trustees 

are Bob Lothspeich, Ryan Hamilton and Tom Kammerzell. 

State of the WCHS:  

President Greg Partch has completed his 6th year as president, preceded by 6 years as vice 

president. He and his wife Sherry are both charter members of the Society. A one-year past president 

voting position has been created to support the incoming president. Greg Partch noted that the Pullman 

Depot Heritage Center paid off the loan to purchase the property in just one year, and has secured 

several grants including the Washington State Heritage Capital Grant for the amount of $257,000, which 

is dedicated to the exterior renovation under the fundraising name of “Fix the Bricks”. 



The Oral History Program has been revived under the leadership of Denise Mahnkey and John-

Mark- Mahnkey . 

Director Val Gregory’s first four-year salary has been paid for by 8 generous donors with four-

year commitments of $5,000 each. These commitments are ending at the end of 2021 and the board 

must decide how to fund our only paid position before the end of the year. A portion of the funds 

received through the Lost Apple Project and St. Ignatius Hospital Fiscal Sponsorship program will be 

used to partially fund her salary but much more is needed. 

The Whitman County Library building has been recorded on the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

The business meeting adjourned at 2:40, and Jeff Burnside was introduced as the guest speaker. 

Mr. Burnside is an investigative journalist, and friends with Cashup Davis’s great-grandson Gordon Davis. 

Together they are writing a book about Cashup, who is best known for building a hotel on top of Steptoe 

Butte. After the book is released, a documentary will also be released. As the project has progressed, 

family memorabilia has been donated to the Society, including the telescope once belonging to Cashup 

Davis. A display case holds this and other items and can be viewed at the Whitman County Library. A 

travelling display case is also being planned. The audience enjoyed several preview photos contained in 

the book, and Mr. Burnside welcomed questions and any other knowledge about Cashup Davis.  

Janet Barstow, Secretary 

 


