
 

One-Room Schoolhouse  
Teachers’ Guide  



 2

Table of Contents 
Introduction………………………………………………………………………………………………..3 
One-Room Schoolhouse in Oklahoma Territory…………………………………….…….............4-5 
Program Guidelines……………………………………………………………………………………….6 
Parking and Directions………………………………………………………………………………...…7 
Harn Homestead Map….......…………………………………………………………………………….8 
Restroom, Picnic Tables ….……………………………………………………………………………...9 
First Aid, Emergency Plans……………………………………………………………………...........10  
Responsibilities 

Schoolmarm, Teacher and Chaperone, Student…………………………………………...11 
Pre-Visit Activities………………………………………………………………………………………12 
 Clothing Suggestions.……………………………………………………………...………….13 
 Food Suggestions….……………………………………………………………………………14 
 Food Worksheet…………………………………………………………………………..........15 
 Lunch Bucket Activity…………………………………………………………………………16 
 One-Room Schoolhouse Discussion Questions…………………………………………….17 
 School Rules and Discipline Activity………………………………………………………..18 
 Maxims…………………………………………………………………………………………..19 
 Butter Churning Activity……………………………………………………………………..20 
 “What to Take West” Activity and Worksheets………………………………………..21-24 
 Visiting the General Store Worksheet…………………………………………………..25-26 
 Music…………………………………………………………………………………...........27-28 
Post-Visit Activities……………………………………………………………………………………...29 
 Interview an Ancestor……………………………………………………………………..30-31 
 Oklahoma Color Sheets 

 State Flag, State Bird……………………………………………………………32-33 
“The City in Which I Live” Worksheet………………………………………………………34 
Silhouette Activity……………………………………………………………………………..35 
Old-Fashioned Games 
 Charades, Gossip, Leapfrog…………………………………………………………36 
 Tug-of-War, Sardines………………………………………………………………...36 
 Marbles…………………………………………………………………………………38 

Push the Potato, Potato Sack Race…………………………………………..........39 
String Games………………………………………………………………………40-41 

 Sparky’s Maze…………………………………………………………………………………..42 
Evaluation Sheet…………………………………………………………………………………………43 

Postcard Activity……………………………………………………………………………….44 
Sources…………………………………………………………………………………………………….45 
 
 



 3

 
 

HARN HOMESTEAD MUSEUM SCHOOLHOUSE PROGRAM  
CURRICULUM GUIDE 

 
 Harn Homestead’s Schoolhouse Program provides an opportunity to bring your 
students into the atmosphere of an authentic one-room school.  We have restored and 
furnished Stoney Point School, first appeared on the Logan County property register in 
1897 and continued in use until July, 1947.  In 1988, the schoolhouse was purchased and 
moved to the Homestead property in Oklahoma City.  As of March 1989, it again became 
a living schoolhouse, as well as the focal point of Harn Homestead’s educational 
programs. 
 The Schoolhouse Program exists for you and your students.  You will be provided 
the environment and the materials, but the ultimate success for any cultural program lies 
with the participants. Help your students to learn by living the past through experiencing 
a moment of life from a century ago.  We have prepared this packet so that you can use it 
with a minimal investment of time.   
 The classroom teacher leads the students through a half-day of lessons in reading, 
penmanship, arithmetic, Oklahoma history and geography, physiology, and spelling. 
McGuffey’s Readers introduce the moral lessons of the last century and offer a real 
comparison between texts of yesterday and today. “Mental” arithmetic and the challenge 
of a spelling bee show different ways to learn, while slate boards and copybooks are a far 
cry from modern computers.  
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THE ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY 
 
 Schools were among the first structures built in Oklahoma Territory and were 
often the only public building in a rural area, serving as community centers as well. It 
was the focus of the community and the activities there were of interest to all. 
 These early schools were often subscription schools where each child paid $1.00 
per month while attending. Eight levels were required for graduating, and students met 
together in the one-room school, where one teacher prepared individual lessons for as 

many as thirty students.  
 Paper was a scarce 
luxury, so students worked on 
individual slate boards or at 
the blackboard. Drilling, 
memorization and recitation 
were the teacher’s tools. 
Younger students learned by 
hearing the lessons of the 
higher levels many times.  
Furnishings in the room might 
have included the U. S. flag, a 
bookcase, maps or a globe, 
pictures of a president or two, 
and whatever other 
decorations the teacher could 

provide.  Student desks were aligned in rows on either side of a pot-bellied stove in the 
middle of the room. Usually, girls sat on one side and boys on the other. Hooks or nails 
were provided on the wall at the back of the room, where students hung their coats. There 
was also a bench for removing overshoes and under which students could place their 
lunches. Usually there was a crock or bucket for water with one dipper, which everyone 
used.   
 Teachers required a 
stricter standard of discipline 
than students follow today. At 
all times, students sat with both 
feet on the floor facing forward 
in their desks. When not doing 
tasks, they kept their hands 
folded on the desk or in their 
laps. Students did not speak 
without raising their hand, 
receiving permission, and then 
standing. Teachers used 
physical punishment with more 
freedom than today, but there 
were other methods. One form 
of punishment was to draw a 
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small circle high on the blackboard.  The teacher had disruptive students stretch to place 
their noses in the circle. For more serious offenses the teacher might require a student to 
stand for a time with arms outstretched, palms up, holding a heavy book on each hand. A 
ruler rapped sharply across the hand usually improved a student’s behavior or brought 
roving attention back to the work at hand. 
 The school day began early for the teacher, who arrived in time to bring in the 
coal or wood, start the fire and prepare for the day.  At 9:00 the teacher emerged and rang 
the bell, calling the students to class. Boys would line up on one side, girls on the other. 
Students would remain standing by their desks for opening exercises. The atmosphere in 
the classroom was formal.  In spite of the formality, it was still a room full of young 
people with high spirits and the usual pranks.  Teachers in the late 19th century were 

usually young, just out 
of school themselves, 
often in their late teens 
and sometimes 
younger than some of 
their students.  In 
addition to the 
classroom duties, 
there were 

administrative, 
maintenance, nursing, 
and counseling chores 
as well. School boards 
expected teachers to 
focus all their 
attention on teaching 
duties; strict standards 
of behavior were 
required from all 
teachers.  

School boards 
hired both men and 
women, sometimes 

preferring men to control the older boys in the schools and to do the heavy winter chores. 
Rarely did men make a career of teaching in one-room country schools. Teaching was a 
respectable alternative for women. They could not marry; it was considered unseemly 
and distracting from their duties. If the teacher was a local woman, she could live at home 
with her family; otherwise, she was expected to board with the families of her students.  
Generally this meant that the teacher shared a room with the children and had no privacy 
at all.  
 For all of this, rural teachers received low pay, no benefits and no job security. 
School boards hired teachers for only one term at a time and the least hint of impropriety 
was grounds for dismissal. The dedication of those teachers who persevered is hard to 
imagine.  
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GUIDELINES: 

 
ARRIVAL: Please arrive at the front gates 15 minutes prior to your program time. Late 
arrivals diminish the program for the students. Programming begins promptly at the 
designated time. The lead teacher will turn in fees and paperwork in the admissions office 
while students remain on the bus.   
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations must be made at least 2 weeks prior to 
programming.  
 
CHAPERONES: Your chaperones play an important role in our programming and will 
actually assist us with an appointed activity for your students to enjoy.  As many parents 
who wish to attend are always welcome and will help facilitate your group and enrich 
your Harn Homestead experience.  
 
ATTIRE: Dressing in territorial costume for both students and teachers adds an extra 
benefit to your living history experience, however, this is optional. Please dress 
appropriately for weather and outdoor activities. Many activities include outdoor chores 
and gardening. Please do not wear sandals or heels and be prepared to get a little soiled. 
We have “rainy day” indoor programming when the weather changes, so don’t let a little 
cold or rain dampen your spirits!  We like to know who your students are.  Please have 
each child wear a nametag with only his or her first name printed on it. 
 
PICNIC LUNCH: Programming breaks for a 30 minute picnic lunch on our grounds. 
We also recommend that all teachers pack all lunches in a large box with drinks in a 
community cooler for easy transport. We have picnic tables in the grove of trees by the 
stone and cedar barn or you may bring blankets to spread out on the lawn.  
 
GENERAL STORE: The territorial general store is designed especially for kids with 
items ranging from 10¢ to $10. Bring a “little extra” and shop during lunch or just prior 
to loading the bus at the end of the day. What a great way to remember your Harn 
Homestead experience! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Harn Homestead Museum staff at  
405-235-4058 or via email to Sha Buchanan at SBuchanan@harnhomestead.com. 
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ATTENTION-TEACHER, PLEASE GIVE THIS SHEET TO YOUR BUS DRIVER 
AND PARENTS WHO WILL BE DRIVING TO THE MUSEUM 

 
The Harn Homestead Museum is located at: 

313 Northeast 16th Street 
DIRECTIONS: 
2 ½ blocks South of the State Capitol;  
and one block west of Lincoln Boulevard 
on 16th Street (oil derrick in the median). 

 
 

                                                                           Harn  House 
                                                                               
 

                                                                                                                              Gift  Shop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

                                                                                                   (South Side)----16th 
Street-------- 
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Restroom: 
No, we won’t make you use the outhouse!  There is a public restroom 

located behind the Harn House.  Please be sure to accompany any child who 
needs to go during your stay at the Harn. 
 

Picnic Tables: 
 We have picnic tables on the ground for your enjoyment.  Please feel 
free to bring sack lunches for the kids and enjoy the Harn grounds. 
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First Aid: 
 In case of minor accidents, please bring the injured party to the closest 
first aid kit (office, e-barn, schoolhouse).  Please alert a full time staff 
member as to the problem and assist in first aid treatment to the injured 
party.  If a teacher or staff member from the injured party’s group has not 
been alerted to the problem, make sure someone is notified.   

The office is air conditioned, which will be the best place for anything 
heat related.  Call 911 if you think it’s needed.  If a child is over heated, bring 
him to the office and lay him down on the couch.  Please give him water and 
or Gateraid.  Take ice packs out of the freezer and place them behind the 
child’s neck, under the child’s armpits and in between the child’s thighes. 
These areas are places where heat releases from the body.  The ice packs help 
speed the process along.  Also place a fan near the child.  Consult with full-
time staff members for further action. 

After taking care of the injured party, the full-time staff will create an 
incident report explaining what happened and what actions were taken.   

  
Emergency Plans: 

 Because each school has its own individual plan for emergencies, we 
will do our best to work with the teachers and follow your procedure.  We feel 
it is the teacher’s duty to notify the parents if any emergency occurs. 
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Responsibilities: 
 

Schoolmarm Responsibilities: 
 You have two choices for the schoolmarm.  If you would like, you can 
teach the schoolhouse program yourself.  You will be provided with a program 
packet and schedule for a suggested lesson plan to use.  If there are specific 
topics you want your children to learn, you may come up with your own 
lessons.  If you do not wish to be the schoolmarm, we can provide you with 
one.  The schoolmarm will cover short lessons on reading, arithmetic, 
penmanship, spelling and more.  

 
Teachers and Chaperone Responsibilities: 

 The Harn Homestead’s Schoolhouse Program is a hands-on and 
activity centered experience designed to recreate what school was like in a 
one-room schoolhouse.  The main concept of the program is to enable students 
to participate in activities and lessons in order to gain an understanding of 
what education meant to homesteaders in Oklahoma.  As chaperones, you 
will experience the flavor of Territorial Education while chaperoning a group 
of students.  Some of your duties may include: 
 -Monitoring old-fashioned games  

-Leading a group to the Harn General Store 
-Supervising your group during lunch 
-Helping to put away games 
-Escorting a child to the restroom 

 -Accounting for your group upon departure 
   
 

Student Responsibilities: 
Please read the following guidelines to your students before arriving at 

the museum. Make sure the adults who accompany your class are aware of 
these guidelines and their responsibility in the supervision of your class. 

1. The buildings are very old – about 100 hundred years old! Handle all 
items gently, please. 

2. The wagons, farm implements and equipment are fragile and some are 
dangerous, so no one is allowed to climb on them or misuse them in 
any way. 

3. As you tour the grounds, please walk. Stay with your teacher or 
assigned adult leader at all times. 

4. Please do not disturb other school groups during their programs. You 
may observe their activities quietly. 
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Pre-Visit 
Activities 
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Clothing 

 
Although dressing in the clothing of the period does add to the children’s 
experience at the Harn, please be conscious of the weather conditions as the 
children will be outside part of the time. 
 
If you need ideas for clothing, without having to sew new garments, below are 
some suggestions for clothes to wear: 
 
Boys:  Dark pants; overalls; white, plaid or striped shirt; suspenders; 
bandanas (as neck scarf or handkerchief); dark shoes and socks; flat caps or 
straw hats. 
 
Girls:  Mid-calf or ankle length skirts or dresses in solid colors or calico 
prints; white blouses; keen socks and dark shoes; shawl; bonnet; 
handkerchief; hair in braids. 
 
 

 



 14

 

 
Food 

 
In their lunches, territorial children brought the fresh produce of the 

season or leftovers from an earlier meal. Some of the foods they ate would not 
seem very tasteful to us. Lunch might include cold pancakes from breakfast, 
a piece of bread spread with lard and sugar, or a piece of cake.  Candy and 
sweet snacks were not a normal part of their diet. 

Living on a farm enabled most families to have a cow.  From the cow 
came butter, milk and cheese.  Many farms had pigs to slaughter for meat. 
Every farm had chickens and there were usually plenty of eggs. Territorial 
women baked many different types of breads. They could make a sandwich on 
a slice of loaf bread, a biscuit, a cold roll or even wrapped in a cold pancake. 

There were lots of fruits and vegetables from the garden. Some, such 
as peaches and green beans, were canned. The orchards generally had apple, 
cherry, peach, pear and plum trees.  Apples and plums could be dried and 
eaten as a sweet food. Carrots and cabbage stayed fresh in a cold room. 
Garden vegetables were both canned and pickled.  

There were no plastic sandwich bags, thermoses or Styrofoam cups. 
Food was wrapped in cloth or butcher paper. Students had a tin cup or used 
the dipper in the classroom to get a drink of water. 
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 Pudding Cups 

 
 

 
Pickles 

 

 
 

Coca-Cola 
 

 
Juice Box 

 

  
Tomato 

 
Sandwich 

 
 

      
Potato Chips  

 
 

 
Carrots 

 
 

 
Candy Bar 

 
 

Twinkies 

 
 Biscuits 

  
 
 

 
 

 
Apple 

 
 

  
Hard Boiled Egg 

 
 

 
Cheese 

 

   
Soup 

 

 
Frosted Flakes 

 
 

Which of the following foods might the kids of Stoney Point School have brought 
in their lunch buckets?  Circle your choices.   
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Lunch Buckets 

 
Materials needed:  

shortening cans or coffee cans  
heavy string 
dark colored construction paper  
paste  
scrap of cloth for a cover 

 
Procedure: 

1. Cover can with construction paper 
2. Using a nail and hammer, punch two holes on opposite sides of the 

top of the container 
3. Cut the string and tie a knot at one end.  Pull the string through 

the two holes to form a handle for the bucket and knot the other 
end 

4. Use a scrap of material to cover the food in the lunch bucket.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

What do you think pioneer children took to school for their lunches? 
Would city children have different foods than prairie children? 
What fruits did they have?  Why didn’t they have oranges and bananas? 
In what was the food wrapped? 
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One-Room Schoolhouse Discussion Questions: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1. In what ways do you think a one-room school is different from our 
school? 

2. What are some items in our classroom that would not be in a one-room 
schoolhouse? 

3. What things might be the same in both schools? 
4. How many children do you think went to a school? 
5. How do you think they got to school? 
6. Did most children plan to go on to high school and college? 
7. Do you think you would enjoy attending a one-room school?  Why or 

why not?  
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Rules of Behavior: 

 
 
Here is a list of the rules of behavior from the early 1900s.  Have your 
students compare these rules to the rules in your classroom today.  Also, you 
can have your students copy these rules before your first visit as a cursive 
writing exercise. 
 

1. All students will be polite and considerate, and will demonstrate good 
manners at all times. 

2. Students will sit at their desks, unless given permission to leave their 
seats. 

3. Students will sit straight with both feet flat on the floor.  Hands will be 
folded on the desk when not engaged in school work. 

4. Students will raise their hands for permission to speak.  When 
permission is granted, students will rise to their feet before speaking. 

5. Students will not talk or pass notes among themselves. 
6. Students will follow instructions and work without interruptions. 
7. Students will not turn around in their seats, nor in any manner let 

their attention wander from their studies. 
 
 
Discipline: 

1. the dunce cap for pupils who did not recite well 
2. loss of recess for those who were tardy 
3. cleaning the floor if the pupil littered or spit 
4. writing a sentence “I will not…” 100 times after misbehaving 
5. standing with one’s nose inside a circle drawn on the blackboard 
6. a boy made to sit by a girl if he misbehaved 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 19

Maxims 
 
 
In a one-room schoolhouse, after the reading of the Pledge, there might be a 
Bible reading or a discussion of the moral lesson for the day. These moral 
lessons, called maxims, might be quotations from sources such as the Bible, 
literature or Benjamin Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac. Have your class 
discuss the meanings of the maxims and the social values they reflect. Are 
they valid today? 
 

1. Education is the chief defense of nations 
2. Lost time is never found 
3. One lie needs seven to wait upon it 
4. Silence is golden 
5. Prefer old heads and young hands 
6. If at first you don’t succeed, try, try, again 
7. Despise school and remain a fool 
8. One rotten apple spoils the whole barrel 
9. Too many cooks make the soup too salty 
10. Never be afraid to do good, but always fear evil 
11. Once bit, twice shy 
12. A friend in need is a friend indeed 
13. A good name is far better than great riches 
14. Speech is silver, silence golden 
15. The repeated stroke will fell the mightiest oak 
16. Empty wagons make the most noise 
17. He is most powerful who governs himself 
18. An honest endeavor is worth ten promises 
19. Not I can’t, but I will  
20. Little said is soonest mended 
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1900 Butter Churning  

It was common for most farmers in 1900 to own 4-5 "milch" cows. Each 
cow needed milking every morning and evening. Milk was stored in a cool 
place until it could be separated.  
 After milking the cow, the milk was strained to remove any debris. It 
was put into a separator and left in a cool place, often in a root cellar, where 
the cream rises to the top of the mixture. Next, the fatty cream was skimmed 
off the top, leaving behind "skimmed milk." The cream was poured into a 
churn, where it was agitated by a wooden dasher that pumped up and down. 
The cream turned into frothy whipped cream and then butter.  

The new butter spoiled if it was not separated from the buttermilk. 
The buttermilk was saved and used for baking. The butter was rinsed with 
water several times to remove the buttermilk. The butter was then salted 
and stored for future use.  
 
Ingredients needed:  small clear jars with lids, whipping cream, cheesecloth, -
bowls, spoons, bread, salt, crackers (optional)  
 
1. Fill each jar about half full with room-temperature heavy cream and fasten 
the lid on securely.  
2. Take turns shaking the jar with a steady motion. After about 20-30 
minutes of shaking, a lump of butter should form. (Note: Don't shake the jar 
too fast, or the butter will not form).  
3. Once the butter has formed, pour the mixture through the cheesecloth into 
a bowl; this liquid is the buttermilk.  
4. Rinse the lumps of butter under cold water until the water runs clear.  
5. Press the butter with spoons to make it smooth. Mix-in about 1/4 teaspoon 
of salt.  
6. Sample the butter on bread or crackers!  
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 What to Take West? 
Objectives: 

The student will analyze a photograph of a family traveling in a 
covered wagon in the 1800’s. The students will realize the importance of 
historical photographs and what we can learn from them.  The students will 
also see what it would be like for them to move today compared to what the 
move west was like for pioneers in the 1800’s. 
 
Instructions: 

Make copies of the photograph and worksheet for each child.  The 
worksheet can be answered individually or as a class.  Have the students look 
at the photograph. Tell them that the only room a whole family had to move 
their possessions west in was a wagon like this.  Discuss how only useful 
items could be brought in the wagon.  Have the students give examples of 
things that would be brought and things that should be left behind.  Also 
show how historians use different types of evidence to learn about history.  
Diaries, letters and pictures are just some of the things they study.  By using 
this photograph, see what kind of information you can discover about living 
at this time. 
 

Have the students create a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting 
what it was like to move to Oklahoma in a covered wagon in the 1800s with 
what it would be like to move to Oklahoma today. 
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What to Take West Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Why are these people in this picture together? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What type of animals are in the photography? 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What objects can you find in the photograph? 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Is this a photograph of something that happened naturally or was the 

photograph posed?  
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Why was this photograph taken? 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. What message was the photographer trying to send with the photograph? 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. If you had to move and were only allowed to take five possessions with 

you, what would you take and why?   
 

a._________________________ 
b._________________________ 
c._________________________ 
d._________________________ 
e._________________________ 

 
8.  What would you leave behind that you would miss?    

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________ Date ____________________

  

Venn Diagram  

  

  

Moving to Oklahoma in the
1800s Moving to Oklahoma now 
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Visiting the General Store  
Pretend you are shopping at the gift shop at the Harn Homestead.  How many of each coin/dollar do you need 

to buy each item? 
 

               Name:____________________   Date :____________________ 

 
 
1. 
 

                                                  ___________  

                                                  ___________    

                                                  ___________     

                                                   ___________  

                                                   ___________  

 
 
 
2. 
 

                                                 ___________  

                                                  ___________    

                                                  ___________     

                                                   ___________  

                                                   ___________  

 
 

 

Fan $3.46. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rock Candy $1.31 
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3. 
 

                                                  ___________  

                                                  ___________    

                                                  ___________     

                                                  ___________  

                                                  ___________  

 
 
 
 

4. 
 

                                                  ___________  

                                                  ___________    

                                                  ___________     

                                                  ___________  

                                                  ___________  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Arrow Head $1.37 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cup and Ball Toy $4.63 
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Music 

Music was not a part of the formal curriculum of the schools of the late 
1800’s.  It was left up to the discretion of the teacher as to when the class 
would sing and what they would sing.  If the teacher happened to be 
musically inclined, the class might have had some singing each day.  They 
would have sung patriotic songs, religious songs, and happy melodies.  Here 
is a list of songs that were popular during this period of time.  The children 
might enjoy learning some of them. 
 
“She’ll be Coming Round the Mountain”, “Home Sweet Home”, “When Johnny 
Come Marching Home”, “School Days”, “Oh Susannah”, “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic”, “My Darling Clementine”, “Polly Wolly Doodle” 
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Post-visit 
Activities 
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Interview-An-Ancestor 
 

Some of the students who you teach may have family members who 
participated in the early history of Oklahoma; most do not.  Some have arrived here 
only yesterday and may be leaving tomorrow.  How do you make Oklahoma history 
relevant to these children?  One answer is to begin with the students themselves.  
They, and their families, are here now and are a part of history as it is being made 
in this place.  Their families are participating in Oklahoma history, whether they 
came before statehood as Indians, slaves or homesteaders or are leaving next month. 
 Further, although your students’ ancestors may not have walked the Trail of 
Tears or raced across the prairies during a land run, they were somewhere creating 
history during those years.  These very ancestors provide the vital link between the 
children we teach and the history we teach.  It is our own families who can reveal 
the past to us as vivid and real. 
 As you know, families are complicated.  There will be children in your classes 
from single parent families, adoptive homes, foster care and step-families.  Be sure 
that your working definition of such terms as family and ancestor is as broad as 
possible to accommodate all these differences. 
  
Activity: 

1. Tell children they will be learning ways to find out about the history of their 
own families.  One way to do this is to interview.  Ask if anyone knows the 
meaning of this word.  Discuss. 

2. Since interviewing means to ask questions of someone, they may want to 
interview one of their own ancestors.  What’s an ancestor?  Discuss (A broad 
definition could be: someone who came before you in your family.) 

3. Ask students how many ancestors they each have.  Solicit several opinions.  
Then illustrate with an ancestor chart on the board (see below).  Explain that 
this is an ancestor chart for a very simple family, and that each mark 
represents one person. 

Child    X 
Parents   XX 
Grandparents   XX XX 
Great-Grandparents  XX XX XX XX 
Great-Great-Grandparents XX XX XX XX XX XX 

4. Point out that this simple chart does not even include brothers, sisters, 
aunts, uncles and cousins.  (A chart with all those relatives included is called 
a family tree.)  

5. Return to the idea of “interviewing an ancestor” – asking questions of an 
older person in the family.  Explain that the purpose of these questions is to 
learn stories about what happened to people in the students’ own families 
during the past.  

6. Hand out the interview sheets.  Read through the question with the class.  
Give them an opportunity to answer some of the questions by paring them up 
to practice interviewing one another.   

7. If you want, organize a bulletin board with old pictures students bring from 
home.  Don’t identify the people right away; give the children time to try to 
match ancestors with class members. 
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Student’s Name: __________ Name of person being interviewed: 
_____________ 
 
 

1. Where and when were you born? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Where is the first house or apartment in which you remember living? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Who else lived there? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What was your favorite meal when you were my age? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What chores did you have to do? ___________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What games did you like to play? ___________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Did you have any pets?  What were their names? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  What’s the best birthday you remember when you were a kid? _______ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Do you remember any stories of adventure about anyone in your 

family?  __________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Who was the first person in your family to come to this country? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Who was the first person in your family to live in Oklahoma? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. When and why did they come 

here?_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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 Name __________________    Date ___________________ 
 
 

The City in Which I Live 
 

The name of my city is 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
The Mayor of my city is  
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
The school I attend is 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
My city has a lot of 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
The best place for you to visit in my city is 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
 

The State in Which I Live 
 

I live in the state of 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
The capital of my state is 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
The Governor of my state is 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
The colors of my state flag are 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
The abbreviation for my state is 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
My state is called the 
__________________________________________________________________________. 
 
A famous person from my state is 
__________________________________________________________________________. 
 
The state bird is _________________________________________________________. 
 
The state flower is _______________________________________________________. 
 
The state tree is _________________________________________________________. 
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Silhouettes 

 
1. Place a chair sideways about 1 foot from a blank wall. 
2. Place a lamp on a table about 5 feet from the chair.  Shine the lamp 

onto the wall. 
3. Seat the person in the chair. 
4. Tape a sheet of white paper to the wall, so it catches your subject’s 

shadow.  You may need to move your subject or the lamp until the 
shadow fits onto the sheet of paper. 

5. Use a pencil to trace the outline carefully.  Make sure the subject sits 
very still. 

6. Take the paper from the wall.  Cut out the outline and then lay it on 
top of the sheet of black paper. 

7. Use the white crayon or piece of white chalk to trace around your 
subject’s outline. 

8. Cut out the outline.  You’ve made a silhouette. 
9. Glue the silhouette onto the other sheet of white paper.  Frame it and 

hang it on the wall. 
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GAMES 
Charades: 

Charades is a fun game to play when people come to visit.  Players 
take turns being the actor.  Each player writes down a word, name or phrase 
on a piece of paper and puts it in a hat.  The first actor takes a piece of paper 
from the hat.  He or she must act out the mystery word or phrase within one 
or two minutes.  Sometimes the actor gives clues such as pulling on an ear, a 
gesture that means, “sounds like,” and then acts out a word that rhymes with 
the word on the paper.  The player who guesses the word or phrase is the 
next actor. 

Gossip 

 
The first settlers did not have newspapers to tell them what was 

happening in the world.  When people gathered at a bee, they exchanged 
news and information.  Sometimes the news  changed as it traveled. 
 The game of Gossip shows how the details of a news story change when 
the story passes from person to person to person.  One player whispers a 
sentence in another player’s ear.  …The person who receives the message 
whispers it to the next person…As the message is passed along, more 
mistakes are made.” 

Leapfrog 
 

 
To play Leapfrog, all the players line up in a row with one player 

behind the other.  The first person in the row bends over in a crouched 
position called a back.  The next person in line puts his or her hands on the 
first person’s back and leaps over.  Then s/he makes a back in front of that 
player.  The next leaper jumps over the first and second backs, one at a time, 
like a frog.  Play continues with each new leaper jumping over the others 
until s/he reaches the front of the line.  The last person in line then leaps over 
all the other players.  The game continues as long as the “frogs” keep 
hopping! 
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Tug-of-war 

 
Two teams were formed and a line was drawn on the ground between 

them.  The teams held on to a thick rope and pulled with all their might.  The 
goal was to pull the other team across the line.  Participants had to have 
strength, endurance, and very strong arms! 
 

Sardines 

 
“To play Sardines, one person hides while the rest count.  When a seeker 
finds the hider, s/he must hide in the same place without being spotted by the 
other seekers.  Eventually, all but one of the seekers end up crammed into 
the hiding spot-just like sardines in a tightly packed can!  The first seeker to 
find the hiding spot is the hider in the new game.” 
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Marbles 

 

Marbles were very popular with pioneer boys, who saved and 
traded them, carrying their marble bags with them everywhere they 
went.  The first marbles were made of clay.  Later, marbles were made 
of glass.  These were more popular, because they were more beautiful 
and more perfectly round, which made them easier with which to play. 
The most sought-after marbles were made of a mineral called agate 
and known as aggies.  A shooter marble is slightly larger and is used to 
knock the other players’ marbles out of the circle.   

Most of the time marbles were played “for keeps”- if a player 
captured a marble in a game, he took it home with him. To play a game 
of marbles, draw a large circle in the dirt.  Draw a smaller circle inside 
the larger one, and place the marbles inside it. One at a time, players 
crouch outside the large circle and aim their shooters at the marbles, 
trying to knock one out of the small ring.  He keeps any marble he 
knocks out.  A player’s turn goes on until he fails to hit a marble or 
sends his shooter out of the larger circle.  The player with the most 
marbles at the end of the game wins. 

 

. 
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Push the Potato 

 
 

For this race, each player needs a potato to push along the ground.  All 
the players line up in a row.  At the starting signal, they begin rolling their 
potato along the ground with their nose.  Players may use only their nose-
never their hands-to keep the potato rolling in a straight line.  The first 
person who crosses the finish line winds the race  

 
Potato Sack Races.  

 

 
 
  

Give each player a large potato sack.  Make a starting line and a finish 
line at least 20 feet apart.  Line players up at the starting line.  Have each 
player step inside a bag and hold on to the top of it.  Tell the players that 
they must remain in the bags at all times and hop to the finish line while 
keeping their feet and legs in the bags.  Call out, “Get ready, Get set, Go!”.  
Declare the first person across the finish line the winner. 
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String Games 
 

 
Scissors [13] 

 
This figure and its continuation, "Tahiti and Moorea", come from the island of Tahiti.  

1. Opening A.  
2. Pass thumbs away from you under index loops and near little-finger strings; return 

with near little-finger strings.  
3. Transfer index loops to thumbs and release little fingers. There are now three loops 

on your thumbs.  
4. Hook index fingers down over the upper far thumb string, then down on the far side 

and back up on the near side of the two lower far thumb strings.  
5. Hook MRL fingers down over the two far index strings and close them to palm. Hold 

hands facing each other with thumbs at top and fingers pointing away from you, to 
display the figure.  

 

 
Tahiti and Moorea [13] 

 

1. Make Scissors (the preceding figure).  
2. Release thumbs from all loops and gently draw hands apart to display figure.  
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A Crane ("Mbelo") [13] 

 
This figure and its continuation are from Fiji.  

1. Position 1.  
2. From above pass right thumb behind left hand palmar loop and return to position, 

rotating thumb towards you as you do so.  
3. Pass left thumb from below into left little-finger loop and return with the near string.  
4. Insert index fingers into thumb loops from below and return with far strings; release 

little fingers.  
5. Transfer index loops to little fingers.  
6. Insert index fingers from below into thumb loops and return with far thumb strings.  
7. Navajo thumbs and release little-finger loops.  
8. Pass little fingers toward you under transverse far index string, then over the oblique 

strings which cross the far index string, and pick up the transverse string in the 
middle of the figure on the backs of the fingers and return to position.  

9. Pass thumbs under far index strings and return with these strings on their backs.  
10. Navajo thumbs, and release index loops.  
11. Take up on tips of index fingers the oblique strings that form the bases of the 

triangular spaces under the thumbs, pressing the thumbs against the index fingers 
to hold the strings secure. This makes A Crane.  
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            Help Sparky get to the Harn House before it’s time for dinner! 
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HARN HOMESTEAD MUSEUM 
Evaluation Card 

 
Please fill this out and return to the Harn Homestead so we can 

make your experience even better next year! 
 

Harn Homestead 
313 NE 16th 

Oklahoma City, OK 73104 
 

School_______________________________________________________________  
Name_______________________________ Phone __________________________ 
1. Which program(s) did you attend? 
 
 
2. What do you consider the strongest aspect of our programming? 
 
 
3. How can we improve the program(s)? 
 
 
 
4. What kind(s) of programming would you like the Harn Homestead 
           Museum to implement? 
 
 
 
 
5. Please include additional comments and suggestions. 
 
 
 
6. In which program(s) do wish to enroll you next year? 
 
 
 
7. Please list additional people who would be interested in our programs. 

-Name ___________________________________________________________ 
School ___________________________________________________________  
Phone _______________________ Email _____________________________ 
-Name ___________________________________________________________ 
School ___________________________________________________________  
Phone _______________________ Email _____________________________ 
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Make a postcard: 
We love to hear about what the kids enjoyed during their trip to the 

Harn Homestead.  Copy this page onto cardstock.  On the back side (the 
empty side) have the students draw their favorite part of coming to the Harn 
Homestead.  On the front (the side with the address), have them write about 
what they have drawn.  Fold the front and back together and tape the sides.  
Send it to us.  We’d love to hear from you.   
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Resources 
 
Kalman, Bobbie, A Child’s Day (Historic Communities Series), Crabtree 
Publishing, 1997 
 
Kalman, Bobbie, Colonial Crafts (Historic Communities Series), Crabtree 
Publishing, 
1997 
 
Kalman, Bobbie, Games from Long Ago (Historic Communities Series), 
Crabtree Publishing, 1997 
 
Kalman, Bobbie, Old Time Toys (Historic Communities Series), Crabtree 
Publishing, 1997 
 
Kalman, Bobbie, A One-Room School (Historic Communities Series), 
Crabtree Publishing, 1997 
 
Kalman, Bobbie, Pioneer Projects (Historic Communities Series), Crabtree 
Publishing, 1997 
 

Internet Resources: 
 

http://www.ci.tumwater.wa.us/researchmarbles.htm 
 
www.Crayola.com 
 
http://www.darsie.net/string/easy.html 
 
http://www.ehow.com/how_12554_hold-potato-sack.ht  
 
http://www.lhf.org/cgi-bin/gygactivity.pl?50 
 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~nyononda/PHOTOS/schoolhouse.jpg 
 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wvpleasa/grape6.jpgml 
 
http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~dalbello/FLVA/voices/839/voices/amind/schoolh
ouse.jpg 
 
www.teach-nology.com 


