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February 19, 2020 

After waiting for a quorum to be present, Greg called the meeting to order at 7:07pm. 

Board Present: Denise Adams, Jeff Pietila, Krista Boyd, Theresa Dale, Greg Partch and Mark Clinton 

Guests: Val Greggory, Bob Lothspeich, Ryan Hamilton, Jill Gfeller, Nancy Rothwell and Ed Garretson 

Greg asked if there were any questions on the committee reports.  There were none.  A motion was 

made by Denise to accept the consent agenda and committee reports as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by Theresa.  Roll Call: All Yes.  Motion Passed. 

Bob Lothspeich and Ryan Hamilton were present to give us a special presentation on the performance 

and history of our Society Trust Fund.  Bob stated that he went on the board when Harold Herman went 

off.  That was over 30 years ago.  Lawrence Hickman a local Colfax Attorney started the stock portfolio.  

When Mr. Hickman passed away they went to Edward Jones to help manage the portfolios stocks.  Ryan 

Hamilton passed out several handouts as to the performance of the fund going back several years.  

There are 15-20 stocks in the portfolio.  We earned 20.3% in 2019.  We only have access to the interest.  

We have traditionally have used 75% for projects and operations.  Such as our Directors salary.  Greg 

stated that the Investment boards plan is to be presenting the annual report to the board every 

February going forward.   

Perkins house report.  Nancy Rothwell introduced Jill Gfeller to the board.  Jill will be the new outreach 

coordinator for the Perkins House.  She passed out a handout explaining her plans for a new Children’s 

Program.  She broke it out into 2 segments.  Presentations at the schools to get information out and 

field trips to get the rest of the information to the kids.  Curriculum will be based on their ages.  She 

plans on trips to the Perkins House in the Spring and Fall.  Activities like Scavenger Hunts, Slingshots, 

Churning Butter or making ice cream.  Jill presented the Board with a Check for $2,500 for the Perkins 

House Foundation.  This was in honor of her mother who was a docent at two different museums.   

Nancy reported that Evan Laubach was finalizing the Architectural Report.  The Historical Society has 

agreed to take two of the early historic light poles that were taken down from the House west of the 

Hospital on its property.  Steve Larkin will be moving them to the yard.  The plan would be to eventually 

place the lights out front.  Nancy would like someone to head up the project.  Krista said to let her know 

when the lights arrive at the house and he would ask her husband Jody Boyd or Brother in Law Greg 

Harazin, who are both electricians, to look at them. Nancy is looking for an events coordinator to 

manage events at the house.  She met with a few people representing the rail speeders that have come 

to the Ice Cream Social in past years.  There may be an opportunity for a fundraiser to do $25.00 rides 

out to Mockonema and back during the Ice Cream Social.   

Directors Report: 

Val just received memoirs from a Perkins House Family member written in 1983.  This person 

remembers the early years of the Perkins family.  Val plans on emailing them to all of us.  She is working 

with the Colfax High Schools New History Club.  They are starting with St Ignatius and Health Care in 

Whitman County.  She has been busy updating the website.  She is currently helping on a grant to the 

Meter Foundation for the Depot.  We received $2,500 in donations in January.   



Linda Hackbarth is working on an application for grant funds from the Heritage Capital Grant for the 

Depot.  A Resolution stating the Depots Mission was read to the board. The Resolution reads “The 

Whitman County Historical Society jumped at the chance to acquire the historic 1916 Northern Pacific 

Railroad Depot in Pullman when it came on the market in 2018.  This iconic building became the fourth 

historic structure in the county to become part of the Society’s holdings and represents its strong 

commitment to preserving the heritage of Whitman County.   

A steering committee of two board members was quickly organized and appointed by the board.  They 

adopted the name Pullman Depot Heritage Center for this new holding and elected their own nine-

member executive committee.   Using the Whitman County Historical Society as their fiscal agent, they 

are now applying for support from the Heritage Capital Grant in order to restore, the building, grounds, 

and associated train cars.   

The mission of the Pullman Depot Heritage Center is to sustain the unique character of the depot and 

engage the community om the exploration of Pullman’s diverse history: its people, businesses, and 

organizations.  It aims to explain how the railroads served as a catalyst for the growth of the town, its 

neighbors, the university, and local agriculture.”  A motion to pass the resolution as read was made by 

Jeff Pietila.  Theresa Dale seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  All Yes.  Motion Passed 

 On a separate resolution, required by the grant being submitted, the board voted unanimously to sign 

individually as required.  Val caught 6 of us at the meeting tonight and will be obtaining signatures from 

the rest of the board.   

Theresa stated that the Plum trees were pruned and the they think the Apricot Trees can be saved.   

Ed Garretson reported that Colfax will be 150 years old this year and that will be the focus of the next 

edition of the Bunchgrass.    

Archives:  Ed reported that we have documented overall, 28 donations to the Archives in 2018 and 19 

donations in 2019.  We have received many more donations than that.  We will continue working on 

getting all the donations inventoried in one spot.  Past Perfect is the way people can understand what 

we have. It is our goal to have at least 5 dedicated sites for laptops so we can put everything in one spot 

and available to view online.  Alex Ortero and Shawn Burt are working on this. 

Directors Report: 

Greg stated that we will have it on our Agenda next month to have Val authorized as our Registrar. 

Cashup Davis Update:  Mike Markley of Colfax and Don Myott of Palouse met in Spokane yesterday with 

the Museum of Arts and Culture.  A display case for the telescope and top hat, gifted by the Davis heirs 

is in the works and will be housed at the Colfax Library. 

Old Business: 

State Line Update:  Greg gave the board an update concerning the Agriculture Museum discussion he 

has had with Alex McGregor.  It is an old Fertilizer Shed he wants to donate as an Agricultural Museum.  

We will be working with the Latah County Historical Society on this project.  They plan on doing a tour of 

the facility in the Spring.  Greg stated that this is in the earliest stages and he will continue to keep the 

board informed.  The board gave its approval to move forward on this.  It fulfills our mission statement 

to “preserve and protect Whitman County History.”  We will continue to explore new possibilities. 



We received an update on the retreat training event planned for the Board.  We will meet Saturday May 

2 from 10am-2pm at the Colfax Library.  There is a handout provided that accompanies these minutes. 

Greg Adjourned the meeting at 8:32pm. 

The next meeting will be March 18th,7:00PM at the Pullman Depot Heritage Center. 

Minutes presented by Mark R Clinton, Society Vice President. 


