
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting 

April 17, 2019 at Perkins House 

Board members present: Greg Partch, Janet Barstow, Pat Flansburg, Theresa Dale, Jon Anderson, Linda 

Hackbarth, Greg Druffel, Denise Mahnkey, Krista Boyd, Jeff Pietila 

Guests: Bob Lothspeich, Tom Kammerzell, Ryan Hamilton (Trustees of the WCHS Trust Fund), John 

Mahnkey, Pete Baljo, Ed Garretson 

Consent agenda of treasurer report, minutes and commmitte reports was approved. 

WCHS Trust Fund: Trustee positions are three-year staggered appointed terms, and can roll over. Life 

membership dues (currently about 90) go into the Trust Fund. Income from the trust fund (last year 

approx. $13,000) is apportioned 25% for ongoing projects and 75% for special projects. ONLY the 

interest from the Trust Fund is used. The objective of the Fund, set up under the direction of Lawrence 

Hickman, is focused especially on generating dividends and interest, and has performed very well. Since 

2009, the Fund has had a 9.5% rate of return. Trustee Tom would like to see the Fund reach $500,000, 

currently it is $297,621. Discussion ensued about the need to solicit folks to contribute through their 

estates or other donations. The newsletter will also contain information about the Trust Fund. 

February will be the month when the Trustees make their annual report to the Board. To get the 

Trustees on the proper cycle of staggering terms, the Board approved Ryan Hamilton to a one-year 

term, Tom Kammerzell to a two-year term, and Bob Lothspeich to a three-year term which will be 

retroactive to Feb. 2019. 

All Ice Cream Social mailings and ads are completed, and the planning committee has been meeting 

regularly. 

Greg Partch would like to invite Kari Anderson, who presents workshops on how to improve board of 

directors’ effectiveness, to an upcoming meeting for a quick, no-cost presentation. The possibility of a 

retreat was also mentioned. 

Big thanks go to John-Mark Mahnkey for checking the Depot during the recent Pullman flood. 

Ed Garretson reported that Gladish Community and Cultural Center had received a grant from the 

Washington State Historical Society to fix the roof. In the course of that process, the grantor asked to 

review all the leases of current tenants, and several recommendations were made to improve our lease. 

Pete Baljo, member of the Oakesdale Historical Society, is seeking suggestions on how to communicate 

with the current owner of the Barron Flour Mill in Oakesdale about giving the Historical Society an 

option to buy the Mill. It is slipping into disrepair. 

The next meeting will be May 15 at the Palouse Museum. 

 


